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CHAP. I. 

Gil Bias Jets oui for (be^fiurias; faffes through 
Valladolid, where be viftis his old mafier-, 
Hosier Sangrsdo ; and meets, by accident, 
with Siguier Manuel Ordonnez, diirSor of 
the befptal. 

WHILE I was getting ready for my 
departure from Madrid, with Sci- 
pio, on my Journey to the Aftir- 
Tias, Pope Paul the Fifth named the Duke of 
Lerma to the cardinalfhip. This Pope, being 
defirous of eftablilhing the inquifition in the 
kingdom of Naples, invefted that minifter 
Vol. IV. B with 
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■with the pwplf, that he might engage him ta 
make King Philip confent to fuch a laudable 
dcfign. All thole who were well acquainted 
with this new member of the facred college, 
thoitght, like me, that the .church had made a ' 
fine acqoifitron. 

Scipio, who would rather have fccn me in a 
brilliant poll at court; than buried in folitude, 
advifed me ro preft- nt myfelfbefore the Cardi- 
■ nal: " Perhaps (faid ht) hi* eminence, feeing 
you out of prifon by the king's order, will 
think itunneceflary to appear any longer irri- 
tated againftyou, and take you into his fervice 
again." "My Scipio, (anfwered I,) you fcem 
to have forgot that I obtained my liberty on 
condition thst'l ftiould quit the two Csililes 
immediatdy. Befides, do you think me al- 
ready difgitfted with my CaftJe of l^irias? I 
have told you once, and now repeat it, that if 
the Duke of Lcrma would reftore me to his 
good graces, and even ofFer me the place of 
Don Rndrigo de Caldcrona, I would refufe it. 
My refolution is taken. I will go in queft of 
my parents at Oviedo, and retire with them 
to Valencia. As for thee, my friend, if thou 
repenteft of Imving joined thy fortune to mine, 
fpeak; I am ready to give thee one half of' 
■ftiy Tnonty, and thou mayeft ftay at Madrid, 
and pulh thy fortune as far as it will go." 

"How! (replied iny fecretary, nettled at 

my words,) can you fufpeft me of having any 

repugnance to follow you to your retreat ? my 

6 z*al 
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leal and attachment arc injured by your fufpi- 
cion. What ! Scipio, that faithful icrvant) 
who, to fliare your affliftion, would have wil- 
lingly pafled the remainder of his days with 
you in tiie tower of Segovia ? Ihail he feel any 
regret in accompanying you to an abode that 
promifes him a thoufand pleafures ? No, no, 
I have no dcfire of difliiading you from your 
rciblution. I muft own I was a litcle mifchie- 
vous, when I advlled you to (how yourielf to 
the Duke ofLerma ; I wanted to found ycu» 
that I might know if fome feeds of ambition 
did not (till remain in yourbreaft, Wellthen, 
fmceyou arefo much detached from pomp and 
grandeur, let us abandon the court immedi- 
ately, to go and enjoy thofe innocent and de- 
licious pleafures, of which we have formed 
fuch channing 'ideas." We actually fet out in 
afew days, mounted together in achaile drawn 
by two good mules, and condudted by a young 
man, with whom I thought proper to. aug- 
ment my train. We lay the firft night at Al- 
cala de Henales, and the leconu at Segovia j 
from whence (without (laying to vifit the 
generous keeper Tordefillas) we got to Pena- 
fiel on the Duero j and next day to Vallado- 
lid*. At fight of this laft place, 1 could not 
help heaving a profound figh j and my com- 

*Vi]|adolid it one ofliic msft bewtifBlciticiof OldCaJlUc, Ctuil^ 
it a handfeme Stoat bridge of wn or iwclve accbei. In tbis place it 
tii: Kinj't pilicc, Tuy mudi catbelliOicJ by Philip th^Fauith.' 

B Ti panion. 
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panion, who perceived it, afking the cauft: 
-" Child, (faid I,) I praftifed phyfick a long 
time in this city, and my conlcience upbraids 
me with it this moment ! methinks all thefick 
people whom I killed, come out of their 
tombs, and feem ready to tear me to pieces.". 
*' What a fancy is this, (faid my fecretary,) 
truely, Signior de Santillane, you xe too good. 
Why Ihould you repent of having laboured 
in your vocauon ? Obfcrve the oldeft phyfi- 
ciansj do they feel any fuch remorfe: No, 
fure : they ftill go on in their old courfe, with 
the utmoft tranquillity, throwing the blame 
of all fatal accidents on nature, and claiming 
honour from every lucky event." 

" True, (faid I,) Do^or Sangrado, whofe 
method I faithfully followed, was a man of 
that charaifbcr. Though he faw twenty people 
die daily under his hands, he was fo well con- 
vinced of the excellence of bleeding in the arm, 
and plentiful draughts of warm water, which 
he called his two fpccificks in all kinds of dif- 
tempers; that inftead of fufpefting his reme- 
dies, he believed that his patients died bccaufc 
they had notdrank and been blooded enough." 
" Egad ! (cried Scipio, burfting into a loud 
laugh,) this muft be an incomparable perfon !" 
" If thou haft any curioficy to fee and hear 
him, (faid I,) thou mayeft fatisfy it to-morrow 
morning, provided Sangrado be ftill alive, 
and at VaUadolid, which I can fcarce believe, 
for he was very old when I left him, and that " 
happened a good many years ago. 

Our 
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Our firfl: care, when we arrived at our inn, 
was to enquire abouc that doftor, who we 
learned was not yet dead ; but being too old 
to vifit patients, or move about, he had given 
place to three or four dodtors, who had ac- 
quired reputation by a new method of prac- 
tice, which did not fucceed a whit better than 
his. We refolved to ftay all next day at Va- 
ladolid, as well to reft our horfes, as to vifit 
Signior Sangrado, to whofe houfe wc repaired 
abouc ten o'clock in the morning, and found 
him fitting in an eafy chair, v'uh a book in 
his hand. As foon as he perceived us, he 
got up, and coming towards mc, with a finn 
ftep, confidering his age, which was feventy, 
alked our bufinefs with him ? " Mr, Doftor, 
(faid I to him,) don't you recollcft me ? 1 have' 
me honour to be one of your difciples. Don't 
you remember a young man called Gil Bias, 
who formerly lived in your houfe, and was 
your deputy ?" " What ! i; it you, Santillane ? 
(anfwered he, embracing mcj) I (hould not 
nave known you again. I am very glad to 
fee you. What have you been doing fince 
you left me ? You have doubtlefs praftifed 
phyfick all along." " I was indeed (faid I) 
fufficiently inclined to that prafefiion, which 
however, fome ftrong reaibns have hindered 
me fromexercifing." 

" So much the worfe, (replied Sangrado.) 

With the principles which you imbibed from 

me, you would have become an expert phy- 

fician, provided Heaven had g^ven you grace 

B 3 to 
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to f rclerve yourftlf from the dangerous love 
cf cheiniflry. Ah ! my Ton ! (continued he, 
with an air of (brrow,) what a change has hap- 
pened in phyfick within thefe few years. 
That art isrftbbed of all its honour and dig- 
nity. That ait, which in all times hath re- 
garded the life of man, is now a prey to rafti- 
neJs, prefumption, and imperities -, for tlieir 
aftions fpeak, and in a little time the very 
ftones will cry aloud ?^ainft the cabals of tiiele 
new practitioners. Lapidss damal/anl ! There 
are in this city phyficians (or fuch as call 
themfclves (b) who are yoked to the trium- 
phal car of antimony. Currus iriumphalis an- 
tmonii. Truants from the ichool of Paracei- 
fus, adorers of ifdT'Wfj', accidental cuiers, who 
make the whole fciencc of medicine confift in 
knowing how to prepare chemical drugs. 
Vv hat (hall I tell you! every thing is turned 
lopfy-turvy in their method. Bleeding at the 
foot, for example, hitherto fo feldom prac- 
tifcd, is now almoil the only evacuation in ule. 
Thcfc purgatives, which were formeily gentle 
and benign, arc now changed for emeticks 
and Kermes. The whole is a mere chaos, 
where each docs what he thinks proper, tranf- 
grefling thofe bounds of order and fagacity 
which our ancient matters had fo wifely pre- 
fcribed." 

Whatever inctination I had to laugh at fuch 

a comical declamation, I had power to refift 

it. I did more : I exclaimed againft Kermes^ 

■without knowing what it was, and at a ven* 

cure ■ 

[;..i,tc(,G00gle 



G I L B t A S. 7 

fure wift*ed thofe who invented it at the Devil. 
Scipio obferving that I made rnyfelf merry 
with this fcene, had a mind to a£t in it alfo. 
" Mr. Doiftor, (faid he to Sangrado,) as I am 
grand nephew te aphyfician ©f the old fchoot, 
give me leave to revolt with you. againft che- 
mical medicines. My late grand uncle (reft 
hisfo\il) was fuch a warm pariizan of Hrrt- 
pocrates, that he often battted witli quacks 
who fpoke difrefpeftfully of tJiat piince of 
phyfick. True blood wiU always ilww itfelii; 
I would willingly perform the office ef execu- 
tioner to thofe ignorant innovators, of wJiom 
you complain with iuch eloqoence and jiiftifi;. 
What diforder muft ihefe wictches create in 
civil fociety!" 

*^ Thatdiforder (replied thedo<5tor)ismorc 
cxtenfive than you sma^ne. My having pub- 
liihed a book againft the robbers of medicine 
was of no life.. On. the .contrary, the mif- 
chief daily increaies. The furgeons, . mad 
with the ambition of afting aa . phyficians, 
think themfelves fufficiently qualified, when 
there is nothing to be done but to give Kermes 
and Emeticks, to which they add blooding at 
the foot, according to their own fancy. They 
even proceed fo fss, as to mix Kcrmcs in aptf- 
zems and cordial potions ; and ib they are on 
a par with your celebrated prefcribers. ■ Thk 
contagion has fpread alfo among the cloifters. 
There are forac monks who a6t both as apo- 
thecaries and furgeons. .Thofe apes of medi- 
cines apply tliemfelvesto chemiftrys -and com- 
B 4 pofe 
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pofe pernicious drugs, with which they abridge 
the lives of their reverend fathers. In fine, 
there are more than fixty monaftcries of men 
and women in Valladolid j fo you may judge 
what ravage is made in them, by Kermes 
united with Emeticks and blooding in the 
foot." " Signior Sai^ado, (faid I,) you have 
reafon to be incenfed againft thefc poifoners. 
I groan in concert with you, and fhare yeur 
alarms for the lives of mankind, which are fo 
manifeftly threatened by a method fo diSerent 
from your's. I am very much afraid that che- 
miftry will one day occafion the total ruin of 
phylick; in the fame manner asfalie money 
proves deftru£tive to kingdoms. Heaven 
grant that the fatal day be not too near !" 

At this part of our converfation, an old 
maid fervant brought in for the do£tor a little 
light bread on a falver, and a glafs with two 
bottles, one of which was filled with water, 
and the other with wine. After he liad eaten 
a morfcl of the bread, he took a draught of 
liquor, in which indeed there were two thirds 
of water ; but that did not fave him from the 
reproach which he gave me the handle to vent 
againft him. " Ah, ah ! (faid I,) Mr. Doc- 
tor, have I caught you in the feft ? You 
drink wine then ! You who have always de- 
clared againft that liquor ; you who, during 
three fourths of your life, have drank nothing 
but water. How long have you afted fo jn- 
confjftently with yourfelf ? You cannot excufc 
yourfelf on account of your age ; fmce, in 
one 
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one part of your writings, you deHne old age 
a natural decay, that withers and confumcs 
US; andin confequence of thatdeBnition, de- 
plore the ignorance of thofe people who ftyle 
wine the milk of old men. What therefore 
can you fay in your own juftification ?" 

" You declare war againft me very unjuftly. 
(replied the old phyfician.) Had I drank 
pure wine, you would have had fome rcafon 
to look upon me as an un&ithful obferver of 
my own method ; but you lee that my wine 
is very much diluted." " Another inconfift- 
ency, my dear mafter, (faid I j) do not you re- 
member that you blamed the canon Sedillo 
for drinking wine, although it was mixed with 
a great deal of water ? Confefs freely, that 
you are fenfible of your error, and that wine 
is not a fatal liquor, as you advanced in your 
works, provided it be drank with modera- 
tion." • ' 

Thefe words perplexed the doftor, who 
could not deny that he had forbid the ufe of 
wine in his books, but Ihame and vanity hin- 
dered him from owning that my reproach 
was jull:, and he did not know what anfwer to 
make. To extricate him out of this dilemma,- 
I Ihifted the difcourfe j and, in a moment af- 
ter, took leave of him, exhorting him to keep 
his ground ftill againft the new practitioners. 
" Courage, Signior Sangrado (faid I to him,) 
be indefatigable in decrying Kermes, and com- 
bat againft blooding in the foot, without £eaf - 
ing. If, in fpite of your zeal and phyfica) 
B 5 ordiodoxy» 
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orthodoxy, that empirical race fliould facceed 
in ruining true difcipline, you will at leaft en- 
joy the confolation of having done your utmoft 
CO maintain it." 

As my fecretary and I returned to the inn, 
converfing together about the diverting and 
original character of the doftor, a man of 
about five and fifty or fixty years of age paffed 
us in the ftreet, walking with his eyes fixed 
■upon the ground, and a large rofary in his 
hand, I viewed him atlentivclyj and ^fily 
recollefted him to be Signior Manuel Ordon- 
nez, that pious direftor of the hofpital, of 
whom fuch honourable mention is made in 
the firft volume of my memoirs. I accofted 
him with great dcmonftradons of rcfpeft, fay- 
ing, " Health to the venerable and djfcreet 
Signior Manuel Ordonncz, the moft proper 
man in the world to manage the poor's mo- 
^ey." At ihefe words he eyed me narrowly, 
and anfwered, that he remembered my fea- 
tures, but 'could not recolleft the place where 
he had feen me.* " I was often at your houfe, 
(faid I,) while you had in your fervice a friend 
of mine called Fabricio Ntinnez." " Ah ! I 
remember you now (anfwered the direftor, 
with a fatirical fnnile) by this token, that you 
■were both arch lads, andplayed together many 
tricks of youth. Well, what is become of 
poor -Fabricio ? every time I think of him 
I am uneafy about his circumftances." 

" My motive (faid I) for taking the liberty 

of flopping you in the ftreet, was to give 

yOB 
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you an account of him. Fabricio is at Ma- 
drid, employed in compofing mifcellanies." 
*' What do you call mifcellanies?" (anfwered 
he.) "That is, (f^d I,) he writes in profc 
and verfe. He compofes comedies . and ro-: 
mances : in a word, he is a y6ung fellow of 
genius, and Is very well recei«ed-in thebeft. 
families." "But(faid the direitor) how ftands 
he with his baker ?" **. Not quite (o well (an-" 
fwered I) as with people of fafhion: between 
you and mej i believe he is as poor as Job.": 
** Oh ! I don't at all doubt it, (cried Ordon- 
nez:) let him niake his court to noblemen* 
as much as he pleafes, his complai&nce, •flat*' 
tery,. and cringing, will bring ftill lefs into hi* 
poclcets than his works; Remember; I pto— 
phefy^ that you will one day fee him iii thci 
hofpital." . : ■.. f 

"That may very well be, ^I replied;) ; 
poetry has brought iiiariy ' ^ one to that cata- 
ftrophe. My friend Fabricio would have dane_ 
much better, had he remained with youi; wor- 
iliip. He would by this tyixe h^ve" ;-olle(J upon 
gold." " At leafti he would! have been 
in very eafy circumftances, (laid Manuel.)' I 
had a regard >for-hinFH '^^- »ould ^tave^' b^~ . 
laifing him from -pofi to poft, procured a lov 
Kd fettle in liiit foriiiim .in the holpital, had fee. 
not been whinalical^enoi^h to fet up- for a wiw . 
He cdrnpofed a. coinetiyi: which was afted bji 
the pdayers of this city : ,The piece fticCceded i ■ 
and from that momettt his beadturntd. '■'■ He 
believed himfelf aoocbet Lope de Vega j. and '•■ 
B 6 ■ preferring ' 
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preferring the fmoke of public applaule to 
the real advantages which my friendfliip pre- 
pared for him, demanded his difmifllon. I 
remonftrated in' vain, that he was going to 
quit the fubfl^ce and njn after the fhadow. 
] could not detain this mad man, who was 
actuated with the fuiy of writing. He did 
not know his own intei^, (added he.) ' The 
young man who fucceeded him in my fervice 
is a living proof of this. Having more judg- 
ment and lefs undcrftanding than Fabricio, he 
applied himfelf wholly to the execution of his 
commilTions, and iludied to pleafe me. Ac- 
cordingly, I have promoted him as he deferved, 
and he now actually enjoys two employments 
at the hofpital, the Icaft of which is more 
than fulHcient to maintun an honeil man, en- 
cumbered with a large family." 

CHAP. II. 

Gil Bias continues hisjeurnrf, and arrives p^elj 
at O^iedo. The conditisn in which he found 
bis parents. The death ef bis father, and the 
confequences thereof. 

FROM Valladolid we got in four days to 
Oriedo, without meeting with any bad 
accident on the road, notwitlmanding the pro- 
verb, which fiiys, that robbers fmcll the mo- 
aey of travellers afar off. Wc ftiould have 
been, however, a pretty good booty; and 
two inh^itants of the cavern would have been 
fufficient Co carry oflfour doubjoons widi cafe ( 
5 for 
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for I had not learned to grew valiant at court; 
and Bertrandj my Moco de Mulas *, did not 
feem of a humour to die in defence of his 
mafter's purfe ; Scipio was the only Heftor 
among us. 

It being night when we arrived in town, 
,we went to lodge at an inn hard by the houfe 
of my uncle the canon Gil Perez. I was 
willing to underftand the fituation of my pa- 
rents, before I fhould appear as their fbn, and 
for this-piece of infoi:mation I could not ap- 
ply to a more proper perfon than my landlord 
or his wife, who I knew to be people who 
were very well acquainted with the aiiairs of 
their neighbours. In effect, the landlord, af- 
ter having eyed me with attention, recoUcdt- 
ing my face, cried, *' By St. Antonio dc Pa- 
dua 1 this is the Ton of honeft ufhcr Bias 
of Santillane." ** Yes, truly (faid his wife,) 
it is he indeed ! he is very little altered : it is 
the fame litde brifk Gil Bias, who had al- 
ways more fpirit in his heart than beef on his 
bones. I think I fee him ftilt coming to this 
houfe, with his bottle for' wine to his uncle's 
flipper." 

" Madam, (faid I,) you have a very happy 
memory : but pray tell me news of^ my »- 
milyj my father and mother are, doubtlcfs, 
■ in no very agreeable lituarion." " That is 
but Coo true, (replied the landlady:) how bad 
foever yon may think their condition is, you 
cannot conceive them more^ftreffed thao they 

* Mcco de Molu, ■ nok-drirc*. 
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lire. Gil Perez, honeft man, has loft the ufc 
of one half of his body by the pally ; and, 
in all appearance, cannot laft long : your fa- - 
ther, whp- has lived of Ute with the canoPj 
has got a defluxion in his bre^ift, or rather is 
at this moRiCnt in the agonies of death; and 
your morh<;r, though fer from being weH, is 
obliged ta ferve as a nurfe to both.'' 

On this report, which made me frel that I 
was a fon, I left Bertrand with my equipage 
at the inn J and, attended by my fecreiary, 
who would not quit me, repaired to my uncle's 
houfe. As foon as I appeared before my mo- 
ther, an emotion, which I caufed in her, fig- 
nified my prefence, before her eyes had dif- 
tinguilhed my features. "Son, (faid the with 
a. melancholy air, after 0ie hid en>braced me,) ' 
t»me and fee your father breathe his kit: you ■ 
are connc time enough to be ftruck with that 
cruel fpeftacie," So faying, Oie carried me 
into a chamber where the unfortimate Bias of 
Santillxne, lying on a bed that too well de- 
noted the poverty of an iiiber, drew near his 
exit. Though he was environed by the (liadea 
of death, his fenfes had not quite forfaken 
him. " My dear friend, (faid my mother to ' 
• him,) here is your fbn Gil Bias, who begs 
y6ur foi^ivenefs for the (brrows he has occa^ . 
lioned, and afks your bIdRng." At theft 
«ords, my fiither opening h^ ^es, which 
death had began" to clofe, fixed them uppn 
mej ajid obferving, in fpite of his own la*- 
mentable coodition, that 1 was very much af- 
fedcd 
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fcfted with the iofs of hftn, feemed moved at 
my grief, and attempted to fpcak : but had 
not ftrength enough to utter one word. I 
took hold of one of his hands } and while I 
bathed it with my tears, unable to prorounce 
a fyllable, he expired, as if he had waited for 
my arrival before he would breathe his laft. 

My mother was too well prepared for hJi 
death to' be immoderately aHli£ied at it; and 
I was, perhaps, more grieved than Ihe, al- 
though my father had never given me the 
ieaft mark of his friendlhip in his life. My be- 
ing his fon was a fufficient caufe for me to la- 
ment him J befides I upbraided myfelf for 
not having affifted him in his diilrefs: and 
when I reflected on my hard-heartednefe, loot- 
ed upon myfelf as a monfter of ingratitude, 
or rather as a downright parricide. My unde, 
whom I afterwards beheld ftretched on ai 
truckle bed, and in a miserable condition^ 
made me fee! feelh remoife. " Unnatural 
fon! (faid I to myfelf) contemplate, for thy 
punifliment, the mifery of thy parents. J-f 
thou hwift given them- a fmall Ihare of the 
fuperfluity which was in thy poffeffion, before 
thou wait imprisoned, they would have ra- 
joyed conveniencies which the revenue of 
the prebend could not afford i and, perhaps, 
{hou wouldft have prolonged the life of dty 
father." 

The unfbrtunaft Gil Perez was become a 

child again, having )o&. both his memory and 

judgmenL }n vain did I |»refs him in my. 

arms, 

.„.„C„„8lc 
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anns> with marks of real affection; heieemed 
infenfible of what I did. When my mother 
told him that I was his nephew Gil Bias, 
he looked at me with an unmeaning eye, and 
made no anfwer. Though blood and gratitude 
had not obliged me to lament an uncle to 
whom I owed fo much, I could not have be- 
held him in a condition fo worthy of pity, 
without feeling the emotions of compaffion. 

All this time Scipio remained in a melan- 
choly filence, piartook of my afflidlion, and, 
through friendfliip, mingled his fighs wich 
mine. As I concluded that my mother, after 
fuch a long abfence, wanted to converfe with 
me J and diat ftie might be uneafy at the pre- 
fence of a man whonri ifae did not know, I 
took him afide, and faid, " Go, my child, 
go, and repofc thyfelf at the inn ; and leave 
me here with my mother, who perhaps will 
think thee one too many in a converlation that 
will wholly turn on family affairs." Scipio, 
rather than put us under any conftraint, re- 
tired i and I actually difcourfed with my mo- 
ther the beft part of the night. We gave one 
another a, &ithfu! account of what h^L hap- 
pened to us fince my departure from Oviedo : 
Ihe was minuK in the detail of thole mortifi- 
cations fhe had fufiered in the families where 
Ihe had been duenna, and K»ki me an infinity 
number of things on that fubjeft, which 1 
was ^ad my fecretary did not hear, diough 
he was entrufted with all my fecrets. With 
all the re^£t that I owe t« the memory of a 
mother. 
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mother, I muft own that the good Udy was a 
little prolix in her narrations ; and fhe would 
have ^red me three fourrfis of her hiftorjr 
had fhe fupprelled all the trivial circumftances 
of it: flie concluded at length, and I began 
mine. I pa0ed lightly over all my adventut^ ; 
but when I came to the vific which I received 
at Madridfrom the Ton of Bertrand Mufcada, 
die grocer of Oviedo, I enlarged upon that 
article : ** I own (faid I to my mother) I 
gave that young man a very bad reception : 
who> to be revengedi has doubtlefs drawn 
a very frightful pifture of mc." - « In that 
he did not fail (amwered fhe :) he told us that 
he found you ib proud of the favour of the 
prime minifter, that you fcarce deigned to re- 
collect him : and when he defcribed our di- 
(trds, heard him with the utmolt ihdifierence. 
As parents (added fhe) always endeavour to 
find excufes for the behaviour of their chil- 
dren, we could not believe that you had fuch 
a bad heart : your arrival at Oviedo juftifies 
our good opinion of you, and your prcfent 
Ibrrow confirms your apology." 

" You judge too favourably of mc, (I re- 
plied;) there is a great deal of truth in young 
Mufcada's report : when he vifited me, I was 
wholly engrofTcd by the care of making my 
fortune ; and the ambition that pofTelTed me 
would not permit me to think of my parents. 
It mufl not therefore be wondered at, if, in 
this difpofition, I gave an unwelcome recep- 
tion to a man, who, accofting me rudely, told 
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ine in ■ a brutal manner, thafi, hearing I was 
richer than a Jew, he came to advile me to 
fend you fome money> of which you -flood in 
great nefti: he even reprcwched my indiSe-- 
rence for my family in very indectnc terms i 
I was (hocked at his freedom ; and lofing pa- 
tieoce, pufliM him bj the Ihoulders out of 
my dofec. I own I was to blatne io this ren- 
counter: I ought to have refleftedthat it wa» 
oot your fault if the grocer wanted manners t 
and that his advice was never the worfe for its 
being brutally dellveted." 

" This was what I reprefentcd to myfcjf im- 
mediately after I iud feM Mufrada about hia 
bufioefs. My Weed fpokc in your behalf; I 
tecalled all cny duty >o my parents i and> 
blulhing for fhame for having performed it ia 
ill, ftlc remorfc, which, nevertheiefs, can do 
me no hoiBjur with you, becaufe it was ibon 
ftiflcd by avarice and ambition i but having 
been afterwards imprifoneci, by the Kill's or-, 
der, in the tower of Segovia, I fcU danger-, 
oufly ill, and that happy diftempcr hath re-, 
ftored yoyr fon to you ; yes, it was my difcafe 
■and imprifonment that made nature refume 
all her rights, and entirely detached me from 
eourr. I now thirfl: after folitudej and my 
folc motive for coming to the Aftuiias was to 
entreat you to fhare with me the fweets of a 
retired life. If you don't refufe my requeft, 
I will condudt you to an eflate which I have 
in the liingdom of Valencia, where we ihall 
live at our cafe. You may believe I intended 
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to carry my father thither alfo j but iincc hea- 
ven hath ordained it ctfherwife, let me have 
the fatisfaftion of enjoyiijg my mother's com- 
pany; and of making amends to her^ for my 
pjft neg^eift, by all-imaginable care." " I sm 
very much obliged to your laudable intention, 
(faid my mother,) and would ga without he- 
fitation, if I faw no objeftions in the cafe i 
but I will not leave my brother, your un 
clc, in this deplorable condition : and I am fo 
much iifcd to this country, that I cannot now 
quit ir. However, as the thing deferves due 
confidcration, I will think of ic at leifure u let 
us atprefent take care of your father's fuae.- 
ral." " That (faid I) fliall be ordered by th? 
young rnan whom you faw aloag with mtii 
he is my fecretary, and has fuch zeal and un 5 
dcrftanding, that wc may depend upon hfs 
care." • 

Scarce had I prooounced thefe words, whni 
Scrpio returned, it being already day; and 
afking if we had any occafion for his (enric« 
in our perplexity, I told him that he came very 
feafonably to receive an importaot order which 
I had to give. When he knew what the bu- 
finefs was, "Enough, (faid he,) I have al- 
ready contrived the whole ceremony, and you 
may truftto my difcretion." " Beware (faid 
my mother) oi making a pompous burial: 
it cannot be too modeft: for my hufband, 
whom all the town knew to be a very indigeac 
ullier." " Madam, (replied Scipio,) had he ' 
becn'ftill more needy thanhe was, I would n<M: 
abate 
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abate two ferthings of the cxpenfe : for in 
this I regard my mafter only ; he has been the 
Duke of Lcrma's favourite ; and, his father 
ought to be nobly interred." 

1 approved of my fceretary's defign, and 
even defired him to fpare no coft ;. the remains 
of vanity, which I ftill preferved, broke out 
on this occafion : I flattered myfelf, that in 
being at a great expenfe upon a father, who 
left me no inheritance, I Ihould make the 
world admire my generous behaviour. My 
mother, for her part, whatever modefty fiic 
affected, was not ill pleafed to fee her hufband 
buried in fplendour. We therefore gave a 
carte blanche to Scipio, who, without loft 
of time, took all neceflary meafures for a fu- 
perb funeral. 

He fucceederf but too well; and performed 
ftch magnificent obfequies, that he brought 
the whole city and fuburbs on my back j alt 
the mhabitants of Oviedo, from the higheft 
to the loweft, being ihockcd at my oftenta- . 
tion. "This minifter (faidonc) is in a great 
hurry to lay out money on his father's inter- 
ment i but he was in none to maintain him." 
*• He would have done better (faid another) 
had he fuccoured.his father while he was alive, 
than to honour him fo much now that he is 
dead." In Ihort, reproaches were not fpared ; 
every one had a fling at me : but they did not 
ftop here ; they infuked Scipio, Bertrand, and 
me, as we came out of the church, loaded us 
with revilingSj and hooted us as we walked 
along 
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along, and conducted Bertrand to die ina 
with a Ihower of ftones. 

To difperfe the mob that was gathered be- 
fore my uncle's houfe, there was aneceiGty for 
my mother's fhewing herfelf, and declaring, 
that Ihe was perfectly well fatisfied with my 
conduA. Some ran to the publick-houfe, in 
order to demolifh my chaile ; and this they 
certainly would have done, if the landlord and 
his wife had not found mevis to appeafe their 
fiiry, and diiTuade them ftom their defign. 

All thefc affronts, which were the efrefts of 
the young grocer's report of me through the 
city, infpired me with fuch avcrfion for my 
townfmen, that I determined fpeedily to leave 
Oviedo, where, otherwifc, I ihould perhaps 
have ftaid a good while. This l-plainly told 
my mother, who being very much mortified 
at the reception with which the people had re- 
galed me, did not oppofe my departure. What 
remained now, was to know how I fliould dif- 
pofe of her. " Mother, (faid I,) fince my un- 
cle wants your aHiftance, I will not prels you 
to go along with me at prefent ; but as, in all 
appearance he has not long to live, you muft 
pFomifeto cometomyeflate immediately after 
his deceafe." 

" I will make no fuch promiic, (anfwered 
my mother,) being refolved to pafs the reft of 
my days in the Afturias, in pcrfeft indepen- 
dence." "Will not you always (laid I) be 
miflrefs in my houfe f* '* I don't know that, 
(Iherefumed:) you may &11 in love with fome 
young 
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young girl, and marry her j then I Ihall be 
her mothcr-in-kwi cenfequently we cannot 
live together." *• "iou forcfee misfortune 
^faid I) at too great a dtftance: I have no in- 
tention to marry j but, if the fancy fhould 
ftrike me, depend upon it, I will oblige my 
wife to be implicitly fubmilTive to your will." 
" -That is promifingtoo much, (reilimed my 
mother,) I fiiould want fecuriry for my bondf- 
man; and would not even Iwcar, that, in our 
disputes, you would not take the part of your 
mfe rather than mine, how far foevcr fhc 
n^ht be in the wrong." 

'* You tatk reaibnably, madam, (cried my 
fccretary, joining in the convcrfation,) I am of 
your opinion, that fubmiflive daughters-in- 
law are very rare. In the mean time, to ac- 
commodate matters between you and my maf- 
ter, fince you -are abfolutely rcfolved to live 
in the Afturias, and he in the kingdom of Va- 
lencia, he muft grant you an allowance of one 
hundred piftoles, which 1 fliall bring hither 
every year. By thefe means the mother and 
fon will live very happy at the diftance of two 
hundred leagues from one another." The 
parties concerned approved of the propofal : I 
. paid the firft year's annuity per advance, and 
quitted Oviedo next morning before break of 
day, that I might not be treated by the popu- 
lace like another St. Stephen. Such was the re- 
ception I met with in my own country. An ex- 
cellent leffon for thbfe people of the common 
rank;. 
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rank, who, aiftcr having got a fcntanc abroad, 
return to the place of their nativity, and atfcct 
the gentlemen of>iniportance. ^ 

CHAP VIII. 

Ci/ Bias departs far the kir^dom of Valentia, and 
at length arrives at Lirias. A defcriftlox of 
his boufe. His reception ; with an account if 
the people be found there. 

WE took the road to Leon, then to Va ; 
lencia; and continuing our journey, 
by fmall ftages, in ten days arrived at the cit^ 
of Se^rba ; from whence next morning, wc 
repaired to my cftate, which is but three 
leagites diftant from it. As we drew near this 
place, my fecreta; y obferved with great atten- 
tion, all the country feats ihatprcfented them- 
felvcs to his view, on the right and left ; and 
when he perceived one of a grand appearance 
he always pointed to it wirfi his finger, and 
iiiid, " I wifh that was our retreat." '? I 
don't know, friend, (faid I to him,) what ide* 
thou haft formed of our habitation ; but if you 
imagine that it is a magniBcent houle like that 
on Ibme great nobleman's eftate, I tell you, 
before hand, that you are furioufly miftakcn. 
If thou haft not a mind to be the dupe of thy . 

own imagination, reprefent to thyfelf the fmaU 
lioufe which Horace enjoyed in the country of 
the Sabines, near the Tyber, and which he 
received in a prefent from Mxcenas." " Then 
I muft expert to fee a cottage !" (cried Scipio.) ■ 
" Remember 
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« Remembo- (I replied) that I have alway* 
■ given youa very modeftdcTcriptionof itj and 
this moment thou maycft thyfelf judge, whe- 
ther or not I am a faithful painter. Caft thy 
eyes towards the Guadalaviar, and obferve on 
its banks, hard by diat fmall hamlet, the houfe 
confining of four little pavilions ; that is my 
caftle." " How the devil ! (faid my fecretary, 
with furprifc) that houfe is a perfeift jewel • 
Befides the noble air that thefe pavilions give 
it, it is extremely well built, and furrounded 
by a more charming country than even the 
neighbourhood of Seville, which is called, by - 
way of excellence, the tcrreftrial Paradife. 
Had we chofen our abode, Jt could not have 
been more to my tafte j a river waters it with 
its ftream, and a thick wood lends its Ihade, 
when we arc inclined to walk in the middle of 
the day. What an amiable folitude thb is 1 
Ah, my dear mafter, in all appearance, we 
ihall not quit this place in a hurry." ** I am 
overjoyed (anfwered I) that thou art fo well . 
fatisfied widi our afylum, which is more agree- 
able ftill than you imagine." Converfing in 
this manner, we approached the houfe ; the 
gate of which was thrown open, as foon as 
Scipio fignified that it was Signior Gil Bias de 
Santillane, who came to take polfeflion of his 
caftle. At that name, fo refpefted by thofe 
who heard it pronounced, my chaife was ad- 
mitted into a large court, where I alighted : 
then leaning on Scipio, and caking (tate upon 
myfeif. 
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myfclf* I went lalo a h^,^ where I was fcarce 
arrived, when fevcn or eight fervants appeared. 
They faid they came to prefent their homage 
to thetr new mafter ; that Oon Cxfar iuid Dor 
Alphonfo de l^y^a had chofen them for my • 
fervice j one in quality of cook, another as 
cook's aOlftant, a thtnd as fcullion, a fourth ai 
porter, and the reft as lacqueys, with orders 
to receive no money of me ; thefe two noble- 
men intending to de&ay all theexpence of my 
houie-kecping : Mafter Joachim, the cook, who 
was the principal and fpokefman of thefe do- 
mefticks, gave me to underftand, that he had 
laid in a large ftock of the beft wines in Spain j 
andn^ me, that as to eating, he Hoped a 
young fellow, like him, who had been cook 
lix years to'the archbllhop of Valencia, muft 
know how to compofe ragouts that would, 
tickle my palate. *' I will (^ded he) &11 pre- 
lently u> work, and -produce a fample of my 
Ikiil. Take a walk, Signior, while dinner is 

.getting ready ; vifit your caftic, and fee if it 
be in an habitable condition." 

I leave die reader to judge whether of not I 
neglected this vifit ; and Scipio, Hill more curi- 
ous than I, dragged me froni room.to room. 
We furveyed the whblc houfe from top to bot- 
tom i the leaft comer (as we imagined) did 
not efcape our interefted curiofity : and I had 
every where occaQon to admire the bounty of 
Don Carfarand his fon. Among other things, 
I was ftruck with the appearance of two apart- 

' Vol. IV".. C ments. 
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metits, which wer? as well furnifhed as they 
poflibly could be without magnificence. One 
of them was hung with Arras tapeftiy, and had 
in it a bed and chairs of velvet, ftill very hand- 
fome, though made when the Moors poflefled 
the kingdom of Valencia : die furniture of 
the other was in the fame ftate, confifling o( 
hangings made of old Genoa yellow damaflc, 
with a bed and elbow-chairs of the feme fluff, 
adorned with fringes of blue filk. All ihefe 
effects, which would have been little valued in 
an inventory, appeared there very conHder- 
able. After having thoroughly examined every 
thing, my fecrctary and I returned to the hall, 
where the cloth was laid with two covers. We 
fat down to table } and in a moment was 
brought in an ol/a podrida , fo delicious, diat 
we pitied the Archbilhop of Valencia for having 
loft the cook thatcompofcd it. At every mor- 
ftl we eat, my new lacqueys prefentcd to us 
large glafles filled ro the brims with wine of 
a moft exqulfite relifti. Scipio, not daring to 
Ihow before them the interior fatisfaftjon that 
■ he felt, cxprefied himfelf to me by eloquent 
looks; and I g^ve htm to underlland, by the' 
fame language, that I was as well fadsfied as 
he. A difti of roaS meat, compofcd of two 
fat quails, which flanked a leveret of an ad- 
mirable fumety made us quit the oHo, and 
finifh our repaft. When we had eaten like" 
two gormandizers, and drank in proportion, 
we got up from table, and walked into the 
garden. 
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garden, to enjoy a voluptuous fiefia * in ibhie 
cool agreeable place. 

If my fecretary feemed hitherto latisfied with 
what he had feenj he was Hill more fo, when 
he beheld the garden, which he thought com- 
parable even to that of the Efcurial. It is trucy 
Don Caefar, who came fiequently to l4nasj - 
took pleafure in having it cultivated and em- 
bellifhcd : the walks were gravelled, and bor- 
dered with "orange-trees, a great bafoti of white 
marble, in the middle of which a brazen lion 
vomited out great gulhes of water, the beauty 
•f the flowers, die variety of fruits, all theft 
Objefts ravifiied Scipio ; but he was in a parti- 
cular manner enchanted with a long walk that 
led by agentle'defcentallthe way to.a former's 
houfe, and was fliaded by the interwoven 
boughs of the trees planted on^ach fide. Here 
we ftopped to make the elogium of a place 
fo proper for an afylum againft the heat of the 
day J and fitting down at the root of a youag 
cltn, deep eafily furprifed two merry boys, 
who had jufl: made fuch a good dianer. 

Two hours after, we ftarted up, awakened 
by thenoife of feverai fhot, which feemed fo , 
near, that we were frightened. We got up in 
a hurry, and repaired to the farmer's houfe, 
where we found eight or ten peafanrs, all in- 
habitants of the hamlet, who had fcoured and 
fired their' fiifik, to celebrate my arrival, of 

* Sefti licenlly Genlfie* tJis He*t of tha da;, from noon for* 
wardt J but it ii Ima.uled ta eiptcfi the iftemow'* tit-^, enjsyed 
e*ciy «; bj Uig inhit^usti of hotel uAiics. " 

C 1 whidi 
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which they had gpt notice. The g^xateft part 
of them knew me, having fcen mc more than 
once at the caftlci in the exercife of my 
ftewardftijp. They no fooner perceived me, 
dian they cried all together, " Long life to 
©ur new mafter, who is welcome to Lirias !" 
Then they loaded their pieces, and regaled me 
with a general difchargc. 1 received them as 
courteoufly as I could ; preferving my gravity 

. however, thinking it improper to be too fa- 
miliar with them. I affured them of my 
protedton, left twenty piftoles among them ; 
and this, 1 believe, they did not look upon as 
the mofi diragrceable part of my behaviour. 
I afterwards left them at liberty to fpend more 
powder, and retired with my fecretary into 
the wood, where we (trolled about till night, 
without being tired with beholding tlie groveSf 
fo charming is the &ift view of a new pof- 
felTion. 

The cook, his afliftant, and fcuUion, were 
not idle in the mean dme. j they were bufy in 
preparing a repaft, even fuperiour to that which 
wc had eaten} and we were adually aftonilh- 
cd, when, returning into the lame ball where 
wc had dined, we taw them place upon the 
tabk a dilh of roalled partridges, widi a 
tfvi* of rabbit, on one fide, and on the other 
a c^K>n in ragout. The neu courfc of dain- 
ties conlifted of pigs ears, pickted chicks, 
and cream chocolate. We drank-pknrifuUy 

id Lucena, and leveral forts of excellent wioe, 

• a^M i( rwcff ■*!• If At randk «f * }un « nHM. 



tc).Co(»^k- 



G I L BL A S. 19 

and when we found we could drink no moFe> 
without expoflng our healths, we thought of ■ 
gouig to bed. Then, n^ lacqueys, taking 
lightS} conduded me to the bed apartment, 
where they were very odious in undrelGng 
me: but when they gave me my gown and 
night-cap, I difmifled them ; faying, with a 
magifterial air, " Leave me, gentlemen ; I 
have no farther occafion for you to-night.*' 

I fcnt ihem all away; and keeping Scipio 
for a little converfation, afked what he thought 
of the treatment I received by order of the 
noblemen of Leyva. " In faith, (artfwercd 
he,)I think you can'tbe treated better; I only 
wiJh that this may laft." '• 1 entertain no 
fuch wifli (I replfcd) : it ill becomes me, to 
let my benefa*5tors be at fuch an expence on 
my account ; this were to ^ufe their gene- 
rofity; befides, I can't put up with fcrvants 
1(410 are paid by another; I Ihould not believe 
myfclf in my own houfe. Neithcram 1 come 
hither to live in a buftie ; we have no occafion 
for Ibch a great number of domedicks ; we 
want no more than Bertrand, a cook, a fcuUion, 
and lacquey." Although my fecretary would 
not have been fbrry to live always at the ex* 
pence of the governour of Valeocia, he did 
not oppofe my delicacy in this affair} butcon- 
forming himfelf to my fentimcnts, approved 
of the reform I intended to make. This be- 
ing determined, he left me, and retired into 
his own apartment. 

C3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV.- 

& dtpartsfer Valencia^ to vifit tht nohltvwt ^ 
Lpfva. His cetrverfatim with them, and the 
^nd reception be met with from Serapbina. 

IUndreffed, and went to bed j where feel- 
ing no inclinuioD to fleep, I abandoned 
myfelFto refleftion. I reprcfented to myfetf 
the friendship widi which the noblemen of 
Leyva repaid my attachment to them ; and 
penetrated with thofe new marks of their af- 
fcftion, rcfolvcd to go, the very next day, 
and fatisfy the longing impadence I had of 
feeing and thanking them for dieir favours. 
I likewife enjoyed, by andclpation, the ples- 
fvtrt of feeing Seraphina again ; but that pl^- 
fure was not pure : I could ilot, without un- 
cafinefs, xonfider, that I muft, at the feme 
time, fupuort the looks of dame Loren^a Se- 
phora, who, perhaps, remembering the ad- 
venture of a box on the ear, would not, be 
pverjoyed at fi^ht of me. Fatigued with all 
ibefe difFerent ideas, I at length fell afleep, 
and did not wake till after fun-rifc. 

I was foon a-foot ; and, wholly engrofled 
by my intended journey) drelTcd myfelf in a 
hurry. Juft as I had done adjufting myfelf, 
my fccretary coming into my chamber, ** Sci- 
pio, (faid»I,) you fee rae ready to fet out for 
Valencia; 1 cannot make too muft hafte m 
going to falute the noblemen to whom I owe 
my fmall fortune ; every moment that I jdelay 
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to acquit myfelf trf" diis duty, feems to accufe 
me of ingratitude. As for thee, my friend, 
I difpenfe with thy attendance t liay here in 
my abfence> and I will come back to thee in 
eig^t days." " Go, Sir, (he repHed,) pay 
your refpeAs to Don Alphonfoand his father, 
.who feem fo fenfiblc of your zeal, and grate- 
HjI for the ferviccs you have done them : per- 
Ibns of quality of that character are to rare* 
that they cannot be too much efteemed." I 
ordered Bertrand to get ready for our depar- 
.ture i and while he yoked the mules I dranlt 
my chocolate : then I got into my chaife, af- 
ter having lud injunctions upon my people to 
regard my fecretary as my other felf, and to 
ibllow his orders as if they were my own. 

I arijivedat Valencia in lels than four hours ; 
9nd going ibraight to thp governour's Itables, 
there alighted, left my equipage, and was con- ■ 
duded to the apartment of that nobleman, . 
who was then with hJs father Don Caefar. I 
opened the door, and entering without cere- 
mony, accofted them in thefe words : "It 
does not become valets to fend in their names 
to their mafters: here is one of your old fer- 
yants come to pay his refpe£b." So faying, 
1 would have kneeled before them j . but they 
hindered me from fo doing, and embraced 
me, one after anorfier, with all the exprelTions 
of genuine afFedlion. '* Well, my dear San- 
tillane, (faid Don Alphonfo,) Ijave you been 
at Lirias to take poflcffion of your.eftate?" 
** Yes, Signior, (I replied,) and I hope you 
^ . C 4 will 
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wiJI give mc leave to reftore it." " For what 
reafon ? (faid he.) Is Aereanythingdi&grec- 
able about it, that gives you difguftP* " Not 
in itfelf, (I rcfumedj) on the contrary, I am 
enchanted with it. All that difpleafes nie in 
it is, to fee cooks of an archbilbop, with 
three times more fervants than I want ; which 
only frrve to put you to an expenfe equally 
ulekfs and confiderable." 

" If (faid Don Caefar) you had accepted 
the annuity of two thoufand ducats which we 
offered at Madrid, we ihould have been con- 
tented with giving you the houfe furhilhed as 
it is i but you know you refufcd the pcnfion ; 
and.wc thought we could do no leis than miake 
you fome other rccompcnfe." " This is .too 
mucb (I replied)^ your genejttfity ought to 
have been confined to the prcfent of the eftate, 
which is enough to crown my wilhes. But, 
excluflve of your coft in maintaining fb many- 
people, at a great cxpence, 1 declare, that 
theie people incommode and plague ^e. In 
a word, my lords, take hacU your eftate, or 
allow me to enjoy it according to my own 
dcfire."' I pronounced thefe Idl words with 
fuch a determined air, that the father and fon, 
who did not at all intend to lay me under any 
conllraint, promifed, at length, that I fhould 
live as I pleafcd in my own houfe. 

I thanked them for having granted me that 

liberty, without which I could not be happy j 

when Don Alphonfo interrupted me, faying, 

*• My dear Gil Bias, I will introduce you to 

a ladyj 
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a lady, who will be overjoyed , tj> fee you." 
With thefe words, he took me by the hand," 
:md led me into the apartment of Seraphina, 
who fcreamed with joy when fhe faw me. 
** Madam, (faid the governour,) I believe rfw 
arrival of our friend Sandllane ar Valencia is 
as agreeable to you as to me." " That is- 
what he ought to be comanced of, (anfwered 
Sxc :) time has not made melole the remem- 
Ivance of the ferrice he did me : and to the 
gratitude I myfelf owe htm, I add that whicb 
I oughtlohave on your account.** I told the 
lady govcrnefs, that I was but too well re- 
quited for the danger I had Ihared with her de- 
liverers, in expofing my life for her fake. 
After many mutual compliments, Don At- 
phonfo brought me back fi^m Seraphina's 
apartment ; and we rqoined Don C^ar, whom 
we found in a hall with feveral peffons of qua- 
lity, who came thither to dinner. ^ 

AH thefe gentlemen faluted me with great 
polittnefs}- and were the more civil to me, 
becaufe Den Csefarhad told them, that I was 
once one of the Duke of Lerma's principd 
fecretaries. Perhaps, likewife, the greatef^ 

Eart of them knew, it was by my credit thu 
>on Alphonfo had obtained the government 
rfVfdencia; for every- thing is known. Be 
that as it will, when we were at table, the new 
cardinal was die whole fubjeft of the dtfcoutfe. 
Some gave, oraffe^ted to give him great com- 
mendation ; while others feafooed their prai^ 
with fonne fcrere loeers. 

C £ From 
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From hence I cooctuded, chat they wanted 
X Siould enlargeupon his eminence, and m^e 
theni merry at his expence. I had fomc in- 
clination to difclofe my lendmeots of him {. 
but I reftrained my tongue : and this filencc 
made me pafs, in. die opinion of the com- 
pany, for a man- of great difcretion. 

After dinner, the guefts retired to take thetr 
ficftas at their own homes: Don CEefar and 
his fon, Ccized with the ramedejBre,lhut them- 
felves up in their apartments: and I, impa- 
tient to fee a city, the beauty of which I had 
heard fo much extolled, went out of the go- 
vemour's palace, witha defi^ to ftroU through 
the ftreets. At the gate, I met a man, who 
accoftedmein thefe words: " SigniordeSan- 
tillane, give me leave to faluteyoo." When 
laiked who he was: « I am now (faid he) 
Don Czefar's valet de chambre j but was one 
ef His lacqueys, while you was his fteward: 
1 made my court to you every morning, be-. 
caufe you was very kind to me -, and I inform- 
ed you of every thing that happened in the 
Iioule. Don't you remember, uac I one day 
gave you notice^ that the furgcon of the vil- 
lage of Lnva w^ privately admitted into the 
diamber of dame I-orensa Sephora?" "I have 
not for^t it, (I rephcd :) byt a propp?, what 
ia become of that duenna i" "^ Alas ! (^id he) 
after your departure the poor creature pined 
kwa'y, and died, more regretted by Seraphina 
than by Don Alphonfo, who feemcd very 
little affl^ed at her death." 
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Don Cafar's valetde chambre having thus 
informed of Sephora's melancholy end, made 
at) apology for having (topped me j and I con- 
tinued my walk, fighing ac the remembrance 
of that unfortunate duenna, and lamenting her 
fete," which I Imputed to myfelf"! without 
confidering that it was more owing to her owq 
cancer than to my cruelty. , 

I obferved, with [^eafure, all that was worth 
feeing in this city : the marble palace of the 
archbilhop agreeably entertained my view, .as 
well as the fine porticos of the exchange;, buc 
a large houfe,. which I dlff emed at a diftance» 
and which I &w a g^eat number of people en- 
ter, attra^ed my attention. I uiproached it^ 
in order to knoW' the reafon of fuch a great 
concourfeof men and womeaj and was iboa 
fetisticd, when. I read thefe words, written ia . 
gt^den. letters, on. a ftone of black marble^ 
placed over the gate, * La fofada de les repre- 
Jantes.. And the players aJvertifed in their 
bill, that they would- that day, for the luit 
time, ad a new tragedy compofed by Doa ' 
Gabriel Triaquero. . 
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C H A P. V. 

Gil Bias goes to the play, wberebefeesanevtra- " 
gedy aSed. Tbe/uccefs ef that fgrformoMce, 
with tbefubUck tafle ^ Valencia. 

I Stopped fome mimitts at the door>^ to view 
the people whQ nent in : and obferved» 
that they coufifted of all ranks. I law cava- 
liers of a genteel mien, and richly drelTed, and 
fome figures as ordinary as the clothes they 
wore. I perceived ladies c^ quality alight 
from their coaches, and go to the boxes, which 
they .had ordered to be befpoke } and female 
adventurers go in with a view of aUuring cul- 
lies. This concourfe of all forts of fpedtators 
made me defirous of increafing the number. 
Jufl as 1 was goii% to take a ticket, the go> 
' vem'our and his lady arriving, ' difcerned me in 
the croud ; and ordering me to be called, car- 
ried me into their box, where I placed myfelf 
behind them, fo as to be able to fpeak to both 
with eafe. I found the houfe full of people 
from top to bottom, the pit very much throng- 
ed, and the ftage loaded with knights of the 
three military orders. " Here is (faid I' to 
Don Alphonfo) a very numerous affembly." 
*' You mull not be furprilcd at that, (an* 
fweredhe): the tragedy to ,be reprefentcd ii 
the compofition of Do;t Gabriel Ttiaquero, 
firnimcd the modiftt poet, ^s foon as the play- 
bills advertifed a new thing written by that 
suthour, the wbok city of Valeiicia was in ji 
flutter; 
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fitfttcr : the men as well as the women taSt 
of nodiing but this piece : all the boxes are 
belpoke : and it being the Brft day of its re- 
pfcfentationj people are fqueezed to death, 
endeavouring to enter j although every pkcc 
is dooble Med, except the pit, which they 
dare not difoblige." " Such madnefs !'(faid 
I to the govemour'i) that e^er curioHty of the 
publick, that furious impatience to fee every 
new produftion of Gabriel, gives me a high ~ 
idea of the poet's genius." 

In this part of our converfation, the uSon 
appeared ; and we left off fpeaking immedi- 
ately in (X^erto lifon with attenoon. The 
applaufes began with the prologue j evciy 
ver&was attended with a ^prokhaha! and ac 
Ac end of each a£t, there was fix;h a dap- 
pinff of hands, that one woidd have thoi^^ 
thenoufewas felling. After the performance, 
they ihowed me the authour, who went fit>m 
box to box, modeftty preienting his head for 
the laureh widi which the gentlemen and la- 
lUCs prepared to crown him. 

We returned to the governor's palace, where 
thcecor four knights arrived in alitde time: 
thither alfo came two old authours, efteenned 
in their way, with a gendeman in Madrid, of' 
underftanding and tafte. As they had all been 
at the play, the whole converfation at fupper 
/ turned upon the new piece, " Gendemcn, 
(faid aknightofSt^Jago,) what is your opi- 
nion of this tragedy f Is it not what you call a 

- •Bimbilul iiMttafirFlaafe. 

fiailhed 
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fimihedwork? Sublime thoaghts^'tenderfeA- 
oments, manly verfification, deficient in no- 
thing i in a word, it is a poem adapted to- 
people of tafte." '* I believe nobody can be 
©if a contrary opinion, (iaid the knight of 
Alcantara) i the piece ts full of- ftrokes chat 
Apollo feems to have di£tatcd, and of fitua- 
tions conceived with infinite art. I appeal to 
this gentleman^ padded he, addreffing himfelf " 
to the CaAilian,) he feems to be a connoifieur ;. 
and rU wager he is of my femiment." " Don't 
wager, chevalier, (anfwered the gentleman^ 
with alarcaftickfmile,) we do not decide fo 
haftily at Madrid: far from. judging a piece>At 
ks firft reprefeniation, we diftruft its beauties, 
while they are in die mouths of the aftors: and 
hpw well foeverwe may be aSeded to the au- 
diour, fufpend our ^dgments until we have- 
read it: and, truely, it does not always give- 
us the fame |deafure upon paper,, that we re- 
ceived from it on the Itage. We ibnipulQiiOy 
examine a poem before we ^em it^ without 
being dazzled by the author's reputation, how 
g^at foevcr it may he. When Lope de Ve- 
ga himfel^ and Calderona*, produced new 
pieces, they found in their admirers fevers 
judges, wha would not raife them to the higfa- 
e(l point of ^ory, until they judged them, 
worthy of that elevation." 

■ Don PedM CiUeiaiw dc la Bum, kwcht of tbe wlci of St.- 
M*> aadCuwncf TBledtt^ Aqua* l^'Ih« mccHcm come.dic] be 

"Z«ok4l 
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"Zooki ! (cried the knight of St. Jago^) 
we are not fo fearful as ycntt we don't wait 
until a piece is printed, but in the firft reptx- 
ientation fix its value : there- is not even occa- 
iton for our li0£ning to it wieb great attendon }, 
ifweknow ietobe aproduftion of Don Ga- 
briel> that is enough to convince ue,. that it is 
without blenufh. The works of that poet 
oi^t to ferve as. an epocha for the birth .of 
taue : your Li>pes aiid Calderonas were but 
apprentices in comparifon of this great maf- ■ 
ter of the ftage." Thegentlenian, who look- 
ed upon Lope and Calderona as the Spanilhi 
Sophocles and Euripides, was fhocked. at this 
laih allertion^ " Such dramatick facrilege! 
(cried he.) Since you oblige me, gentlemen* 
to judgp, like you, from a ftrft reprefentation^ 
I mufl tell you, that I am not at all fatisfied 
ifith thi&new trag^Iy of your Don GabrieU 
it is 'fluffed with mokes morefliiningthan&>-. 
lid i three parts in four of the verfe are bad* ' 
ormif-rhimedi che charailers iU-conceived> 
apdill-fupported , and the fentimencs are oftecj; 
very obfcure." 

The two authours who- were at table, and 
who, through a referve as commendable as 
rart, had laid nothing, for fear erf" being fiif- 
pefted of jealoufy, could not help applauding 
the gentleman's fenttments with tlwir eyes 5 
which made me guefs, that their filcnce was 
not fo much owing to the perfection of the 
work, as to other prudential reafons. As for - 
the knights, thpy began a^n to praife Don 
Gabriel 
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Gabriel, whom thcf even placed among" the- 
gods. This extravagant apotheolis, and blincf 
.idolatry, made the Caflilian lofe all rratience r 
he lifted up fiis hands to heaven, and all of a 
ftddcn exclaimed, in a fit of enthufiafm, ** O 
divine Lope de Vega t rare and fublime ge- 
nius, who haft left an innmenfe fpace bctweeir 
thee and all the Gabriels who attempt to reach 
thy excellence ; and you, pithy Caldcrona F 
whofe elegant foftnefs, purged of epick ftiiF- * 
riefs, is inimitable j do not Tear that your altars' 
will be demoliflied by this new pupil of the 
Mufes, who will be very lucky, if pofterity^ 
which you will delight, as you delight the pre- 
&it s^, Ihal) hear his name mendoned." 

This pleafant apoftrophe, which nobody er- 
peftcd, raifed the hugh of the v/hok company,, 
which got up frmn table, and parted. I was 
condufted, by 'Don Alphonfo's order, into air 
apartment prepared for me; diere I found » 
good'bcd, in which my worfhip went to fleep* 
deploring (like cheCaftilian gentleman) the tiv- 
Jdnce which ignoraiu people did to htrgc and' 
Calderpna. 
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CHAP. VI. 



Cil Bias tvaliiitg through tbt firttts tf VaUnmt 
meets a friar whom bt thinks he hunos.^ J^ 
account of that friar. 

AS I had not feen the whole city in my 
firft excurlion, ] went out next day 
■with an intention to take another walk ; and, 
perceived in the (treet 3 Carthufian friar, who> 
'doubtlefs> was going to. perform the afTairs c^ 
his Community. He walked wich downcaft 
eyes, and To devout an air, that he attracted 
the notice of every body. As hepafledclofe 
by me, I looked at him with atKntion, and 
thought I faw in him the Very perfon of Don 
Raphael, the adventurer who maintains fueh 
•n honourable place in the two firA volumes 
of my memoirs. 

I was fo much aftoni(hed, fo ftrock with 
this meeting, that, inlEead of accofUng the 
'inonk, I ftood immoveable fome minutest 
during which he was gone a good way from 
me, *' Juft heaven ! (faid I,) were ever two ■ 
feces more alike 1 What mult I think of this 
afFair ? Can it be Raphael indeed ; or can I 
doubt that it is he ?" I was too curious to 
know the truth, to retflain long where I was. 
l.aflced the way Co the monaftery of the Car- 
thufians, whitherlinilantly reputed, in hopes. 
of feeing my man again, when he Ihould re- 
tfurn i aiid firmly rtfelvcd to (lop, and fpeak 
with himi, I had no occafion to wait for this-: 
J N whea 
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when I came to the gate of the convent> ano- 
ther face (^ my acquaintance turned my 
doubts into certainty: I rccolleaed inxhe por- 
ter, my old valet Arttbrofc dc Lamcla. 

We were equally fufprifed to find one ano- 
ther in that plaee. '* Don't I dreamj (faid J, 
faluting himO isitaftuaUy one <^ my friends 

. whom I behold ?" He could noc cecall me at 
firft, or feigned lumfelf ignorant of my fea- 
tures; but conridcring that this feint was ufe- 
kis, he aSe&ed the mr of a perfon who re- 
mcmben a thing all of a fudden : ** Ah L 
Signior Gil ^as ! (cried.he,) forgive my want 
of memory. Since I have lived in this. holy 
place, and applied mylelf to fulfil, the duties 
prefcribcd by our rules, I lofe infeafibly the 
remembrance of what I have ften in thr 
■world." f 

*' I am fincercly rejoiced (faid I) to fte you, 
•fter an i^fence of ten years, in fuch a reve- 
rend drefs." " And I (he replied) am alhwn- 
fd CO appear in it, before a perfon who 1]m 
been mtneli of the guilty life i led. " Thj» 
drefi incefl&htly upbraids me^ Alas ! (added 
he, lighing profoundly,) to be worthy w wear- 
ing it, I ouglit to have lived always in inno- 

. cence." •* By this difcourfe, with which I 
am chamncd, (I refumed,) my dear brother, 
one may fee that you have been touched by 
the fin^r of the Lord. I repeat the aHurance 
of my joy at the occafionj and long cameftly 
to hear in what miraculous manner you and 
DonRaphaeLhave.enteiedinca Che right way^ 
5 for 



GlLfiLAS. 4^ 

£br I am perfliaded chat it is he whom I„ jujx 
now niet in the Carthufian hatrit. I am Ibny 
that I did not ftop him in the flreet, and 
Ipeak tohim; and I wait here for his^ return, 
in order to repair my negleift." 

** You are not miflakcn, (faid Lamela to 
me ;) it vas Don Rapkael himfelf whom you 
law : and as to the detail you defirei here it 
.is. After wc parted from you> near Segorba, 
the fon of Lucinda and I toc^ the road to 
Valencia, vdth a delign of playing fbme new 
trick of our profelSon in that . city. One day, 
by accident, we went into the diurch of the 
Carthufiaos, while the. monks were finging 
pfalms in the choir. We confidered them 
attentively, and experienced, that even the 
wicked cannot help honoyring virtue'^ Wc 
admired the fervour with which they jM^ed 
%o God,, their immortal air, their minds de- 
tached from die pleafures of the age, 3:s well 
as the ferenity that reigned in their counte- 
naqces, and fo well expref&d the repofe (^ 
their confciences. 

*' While we m^e thefe obfervations, wp 
fell into a reverie, that became very lalut^ 
unto us. We compared our morals with thole 
of the good monks, and the difference which 
we found, filled us with forrow and diJ^uiet. . 
• Lamela, (fwd Don Raphael to me, when 
wc came out of the church/) how art thou at 
feded with what we have uenf for my P^> 
1 cannot conceal from thee the anxiety of my 
miod. X am agitated by emotions hithcrt^ 
unknown 
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unknown to me, and foe the firft time ofmy 
Kfe, my confcicncc upbraids tnc with mj ini- 
quity.' *I am in the fclf-fame difpofirion, 
(anfwered I :) the evil aftions which I havie 
committed, at this inftant rife up againft mej 
and my heart, which was before hardened a- 
gainfl: repentance, is now torn with remorle.' 
* Ah ! dear Ambrofe ! (refumed my comrade,) 
we are two ftraryed (heep whom the heavenly 
Father, through pity, intends to bring back into 
the fold. Itis he, my child, it is he, who calls CO 
US; let us not be deaf to his voice. Let us re- 
nounce cheating,quitthe libertinifm in which we 
live, and begin from this very day to labour fe- 
rioufly in the great work of our falvation. Wc 
muft fpend the reft of our days in this convent, 
and confecrate them to piety and penitence.' 

" I applauded Raphael's fcntiments,. (con- 
tinued brother Ambrofe,) and we formed the 
generous refolution of becoming Carthulians. 
To put this in execution, wc addrefied . our- 
felves to the father prior, who no fooner un- 
derftood our defign, than, in order to prove 
our vocation, he accommodated us with cells, 
and we were treated like monks during a whole 
year. We followed the rules with fiich ex- 
aftnels and conftancy, that we were received 
among the novices. We were fo we^ fatisficd 
with our Iituation, and (o full' of ardbur, that 
we couragcoufly underwe.ot the toils of the no- 
viciate J we then profcfled t after which, Don 
Raphael apf^aring endued with a genius for 
buunefsj was chofenalMantoo an oM father, 
whA 
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«ho was at diac dme folicitor. The ion t>f 
Lucinda would have rather (pent his whole 
time in prayer, b,ut he was obbged to facrifkc 
his inclination to the good of the convent. He 
acquired fuch a perfect knowledge of the Inte- 
refts of the houfe, that he was dcenned capable 
of filling the place of the old folicuor:, who 
died three years after. Don Raphael «dtuaUf 
exercifes that employment K prefent, and ac- 
quits hicnfelf in it, to., the great lait^fafHon of 
all our fathers, who praife his coadu6t vcrj 
much, in the adminiftration of his tempora- 
lities: What is very furpriiing is> tfaatj in l^te 
of the care of colle6ting our reventjes, widi 
which he is invcftcd, Jie feems engrolTed by 
eternity alone. And when his bufincls leaves 
him a moment to himfelf, he employs it in the 
mofl pro6uind meditation. In a word, he is 
OHC (U the hoUeft nionks in our monafterf." 
• In this place I interrupted Lamela «ith a 
tranfport of joy, that I expreHed at die fight 
of Raphael,' who arrived. '* There, (cried 
I.) there is the holy folicitor for whom I wait- - 
eci-^o impacieotly." At the fame time I ran 
up Wl embraced him. He received my f^u- 
taticni with a good grace ; and, without difco- 
TCiiBg the Icaft furprife. at meeting, faid to 
jne, with a voice full of fweetnefs, " God be 
praifed, Sigoior de Santillane, God be prai&d 
for theplcaiure I have in feeing you." "Truly, 
(I replied,) my dear Raphael, 1 Ihare as much 
as polGblc in your happinefs. Brother Am- 
bsaCs has recounted to me the hiflx>ry of your 
convtriton* 
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conveHioRi and I was cfianned with the iur-> 
ration. What advantage have you both, mjr 
friends, in being able to flitter yourfelves, 
that you are of the fmall number of the deft, 
who will one day enjoy eternal felicity." 

_ •* Two wretches fuch as we are (refumed 
ihe fon of liuclnda, with an air of great humi- 
lity) ought not to conceive fuch nopes'; but 
the repentance of finners makes them find fa- 
vour with the Father of mercy. And you, 
Signior Gil Blas^ (added he,,) don't you alTo 
thmk of deferving pardon for the crimes you 
havecommitted F What bufinels brings you 
to Valencia? Don't you unhappily fill fome 
dangerous employment in this place ?" ** No-, 
di&nk God, (I replied,) fince I quitted the 
cuurtj I have led the life of an honeft man. 
Sometimes at an «ftate, ^ich I Jiave fome 
leagues fixtm hence* I enjoy the pleafures of 
the country ; and fometimes I come to make 
merry with the governour of Valencia, who is 
my friend, and one whom you both know per* 
fcftly well." 

Then I recounted the hiftory of Don Al- 
phonfo de Leyva, to which they Aliened with 
attention} and when I tt)ld them, I had car- 
ried from that nobleman to Samuel Simon xht 
three thoufand ducats which he had Holen from 
him, Lamela interrupted me, and addrcfling 
himfelf to Raphael, "father Hilary (faid he,) 
at that rate, the merchant has no caufe to 
complain of a robbery, for which he has re- 
ceived refttcudon with ufury^ and wc ought 
w 

[;..ifcco,Go()>ilc - 
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to have quiet confcienccs on dizt article.** ' 
'< Really, (faid the foliciMr,) brodier Ambrofe 
and , I, before we entered this convent, fent 
piivatelf fifeeen hundred ducats to Samud 
Simon, by a worthy clergyman who took the 
trouble of going to Xelva, in order to make 
that reftltution i fo mueh die worfe for Samed, 
if be was capable of touching that fum, afcer 
having been reimburfcd of the whole by Sig- 
nior de Santillane.'- *< But (faid I to them^ 
are you fure that your fifteen hundred ducats . 
were faidi&lly remitted to him ?" ** C^efbon- 
lefs, (cried-Don Raphael j) I will aimrer fbr 
the clergyman's int^rity, as much as for my 
own." *• And I will join in the fecurity, 
(ffUdLameU;) heis aholyprieilufedto thefe 
Ibrt of commiRions, and has had, for things 
depofited in his hands, two or three law^fuits, 
which he gained with cofls." - 

Our converiation lafl^ fome time longer ; 
when we parted, fhey exhorted me to have 
always the fear of the Lord before my eyes, 
and I recommended mylelf to their devout 
prayers. Going ftraight to Don AlphoBfo» 
" You can't guefi (fwd I to him) with whom 
. I have had a long converfation. - 1 Jiave juft 
parted with two venerable Carthufians of your 
acquaintance j one called father Hilary, and 
tiie other brother Ambrofe." ' " You areinif- 
taken, (anfwered Don Alphohfo,) I know not 
one Carthufian." . " Pardon me, (I replied,) ■ 
you faw at Xelva brother Ambrofe commiffary, 
and &cher Hilary {ecretary co the in^uifition." 
"Good 
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** Good heaven ! (cnedthegovernourwithflir- 
prizct) is it poflible that Raphael and Lamela 
are become Caithufians f" ** Yes indeed, (iaid 
I.) they have been profeflbd monks Ibme years. 
The firfl is (blicitor, and the other porter of 
the consent." 

Don Char's fon mufed fome mimites, then 
ftiaking his head, •/ Mr. Commiflary of the 
inquiGdon^nd his iecretary, (faid he,) are, in 
my opinion, bent upon playing fome new farce 
here." " You are prejudiced againft them, 
(anfwcrcd I.) For niiy own part, having con- 
verfed widithem, I judge more &vourably of 
their intention. It is true we cannot dive into 
the heart ; but, in idl appearance, they are 
two converted finncrs." " That may be, 
(refumed Don Alphonfo, there have been 
many hbertines, who, after having fcanda* 
lizejl the world by their irregularities, ihuc 
thcmfelves up in cloiflers to perform a rigo- 
rous pennance i and 1 wifli our two monks may 
be M that fort." " Why fliould they not? 
(faid I,) ihcy have voluntarily embraced a mo- 
naftick life, and have already lived a long time 
like good friars." " You may iay what you 
pleafe, (replied the governour,) 1 don't like 
that the convent's cafh OiouW be in the hands- 
of this faid father Hilary, whofe integrity I 
cannot help diftrufting. _\Vhen I remember 
that fine detail he gave us of his adventures, 

' I tremble for the Carthufwis. I would willing]/ 
believe with you, that he has taken the habic 

from a very piou»motiv^ but the fight of the 
caftk. 
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cafh may awake his cupidity. A reformed 
drunkard ihould never be left in a cellar." 

The fufpicion of Don Alphonfo was flilly 
jullified in a few days. Father SoUicitor and 
brother Parter difappeared with the calh. 
This piece of news, Which was immediately 
Ipread all over the city, afforded great mirth 
to the wits, who always rejoiced at t!ie mif- 
fortunes which happen to endowed monk's. 
As for the governor and ™c> we pitied the 
Carthufians, without boafting of our ac- 
quaintance with the two apcrftlcs, 

CHAP. VII. 

Gil Bias returns to Bis eajile of Lirias. Hears 
an agreeable piece of news from Scipio. And 
makes a reform in his heufe-keeping. 

I Spent cig^t days at Valencia in high tafte, 
livingamongcountsandmarquifes. Shewsj 
balls, concerts, entertainments, converfations 
with the ladies, and other amu&ments, I en- 
joyed by the favour of the governor and his 
lady, to whom I paid my court lb fuccefsfully, 
that wheo I fet out for Lirias they were forry 
to part with me. They even obliged me to 
promife that I would divide my time between 
diem and my folitude ; and it was ^eed that 
I Ihould live at- Valencia in the winter, and 
fpend the fummcr at my. own houfe. This 
convention being made, my benefadtors gave 
me liberty to go and enjoy their favours. 
Vol. IV. D Scipio, 
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Scipio, wlio Impatiendy expc6bed my re- 
turn, was overjoyed at feeing me } and I re- 
doubled his p^afure by a raichful report of 
my jowrcy. " Well, my friend (faid -I to 
him afterw»'ds,) how didft thou ^nd the 
day in my abftrnce ? drdft thou divert tbyfcJf 
agreeably ? '' As well (anfwercd he) as a 
frrvant could, to whom nothing ii fo- dear as 
riie prol^nce of his nnafter. I have walked all 
over our fmall territories. Somctinfies leawd 
on the brink of that fountain which is in 
our wood, I took pkafure in contemplating 
the beauty of its waters, which are as pure as 
thofe of the fecred fountain that mgkes the 
vaft foreft of Albyena echa with its noife ^ 
and fomecimes, ftretched at the root of a tree, 
heard the linnets and the nightingales tune 
their fong. ' In fliort, I have hupted, I have 
filhed i and what gave me more fatisfa£l:ion 
than ail other amufements, ■ I have read fcve- 
ral books, as u&(ut as entertaining." 

I interrupted my fecfetary with precipita- 
tion, to aflc vkeK he found thefe botoks. " I 
found them (faid He) in a handfome library, 
which M. Joachim fbcwed me in this caftte." 
" Ha ! in what part (faid I) can this pretended 
library be ? Did wc not vifit the whole houfe 
on the firft day of our arrival ?■" "So you- 
imagined, (anfwe/ed he ;) but you iriuft know 
we furveytd three pavilions only, and forgot 
the fourth, where Don Ca?far, when he came 
to Lirias, uluall-y eh^loyed a part of his time 
in reading. There are in this library exceeding 
good 
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good books left for you, as an aflured fntcr- 
camment, when our gardens, ftript of rhcir 
flowers, and our woods of tJicir leaves, 1I1.I 
have fiothing left to amufe us. The ntblj'- 
men of Ley va have not done things by haivr^ 
but provided food for the mind as well as for 
the body." 

Truly rejoiced at this piece of news, I fol- 
lowed him into the fourth pavilion, wiiich 
prelented a very agrec^le fccne to my view. 
I beheld a chamber, which from that hour I 
deftined to be my apartment, as it had been 
Don Cjcfar's. The bed of that nobleman was 
ftiU there, together with all the reft of the 
furniture : that is, a tapeftry with figures rc- 
preftnting the rape of the Sabine women. 
From this room I went into a clofet, fur- 
rounded with low preffes filled wich books, 
over which appeared the portraits of all our 
kings. There was alfo hard by a window, 
from whence we had a view of a moft delight- 
ful country, and an ebony bureau ftanding 
before a large fopha covered with black ma- 
roquin. But I beftowed my chief attention 
upon the library, which was compofed of 
philofophy, poetry, hifiiory, and a great num- 
ber of romances on the ftibjedt of knight-er- 
ra/itry, I concluded, that Don Csefar loved 
this laft kind of writing, fuice he had made 
fuch plentiful provifion of it, I muftconfeis, 
to my Ihame, that I was no lefs pleafcd with 
thefe produftions, notwithftariding all the 
extravagancies with which they are interwoven ; 
D 1 whether 
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whether it was owing to my being at ' that 
time no very confiderate reader, or that Spa- 
niards in general are too much captivated by 
the marvellous ; I mil fay neverthcleis, that I 
took more pleafure in fprightly books than 
morality ; and that Lucian, Horace, and EraT- 
mus, became my favourite authors. 

"Friend, (faid I to Scipio, when I had 
furveyed my library,) here is amufcment in^ 
decd; but our prefent bufinefe a to retrench 
our houfe-keeping." " I will ^jarc you that 
tafk (anfwered he.) During your abfence I 
have mid led youF people, and now m^y boaft 
of knowing them peifeftly well- Let us be- 
gm with Mr. Joachimr who (1 believe) is a 
complete rogue, and 1 don't doubt that he 
was turned out of the archbilhop's iervice for 
having committed arithmetical blunders in 
his accounts. Neverthelefs, wemuftkeep him 
for two rcafonsi the firft is, becaufe he is a 
good cook; and the fecond, becaufe I ihall 
always have an eye over him : I will be a fpy 
upon his anions, and he muft be as cunning 
as the devil if he is able to deceive me. 1 
have already told him that you intend to dif- 
mifs three fourths of your fervants : a piece 
of news that gave him fome pain : and he 
alTured me, that feeling an inclination to ferve 
you, he would, rather than leave the houre, 
be contented with the half of- his prefent 
wages J a circumftance which makes me fuf- 
pea that there is fome girl in the village 
from whom he would not willingly remove. 
As 

c.j«™(, Google 
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As fer the cook's afliflant, (added he,) he is a 
druntnrd, and the porter an infolent fellow, 
for whom we have not the leall occalion, any 
mote than for the fowler ; I can eaPily 611 up 
the place of this laft, as I will ftiew you to- 
morrow, fince we have plenry of fufik, pow- 
der and Ihot. With r^ard to the lacqueys, 
there is one of them from Arr^on feemingly 
a good lad, him we will keep i the reft are 
luch rogues, that I wduld not advile you to 
retain diem, even if you wanted an hundred 
valets. 

Having maturely deliberated on this ailair, 
we refolved to keep the cook, fcullion, Arra- 
gonian footman, and rid ourfclves honourably 
of the reft. This was executed that very day, 
by means of fome piftoles which Scipio todt 
&om our ftrong box, and divided aitiong them 
by my order. When we had inade this re- - 
formation, we ellablilhed a certain order in 
the houfe, regulated the ofHce of each do- 
meftic, and b^an to live at our own expence. 
I would have been contented with a frugal 
ordinary; but my fecretary, who loved ra- . 
gouts znd dainties, was not the man co leave 
Mr. Joachim's flcill unemployed. He kept 
him fo well at work, that our dinners and 
fui^>crs might have fervcd a company of Ber- 
nardinc monks. 
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CHAP. vin. 

Tbejtmmrs of Gil Bias and t^efair Antonia. 
WO days after my return from Valencia 



T 



to Lirias, Eafil the labourer, my far- 
,nier, came in the morning to afk leave to pre- 
leiicAntonia his daughter, who (hefaid) wanted 
to have the honour of ialuting her new 
maftcr. I told him, that it would give me 
great pleafure ; upon which he went out, 
and returned foon after with the fair Antonia. 
-.1 think 1 may give that epithet to a maid of 
fixteen or eighteen years, who, with the moft 
regular features, polp:lled the fairelt com- 
plexion and fincft ey/s in the world. Thougb 
fhe was clad in a fluff gown, her rich air, 
majeftic port and graces, that do not always 
accompany youth^ dignified the fiinpltcity eS 
her drefs. She -wore no cap on her head, her 
hair being tied up behind with a knot of flow- 
ers, in the manner of the Lacediemonian wo- 
men. When ihe entered my chamber, I was 
as much flruck with her beauty as the knights 
of Charlemagne's court with the charms of An- 
gelica. Inilead of receiving Antonia with 
eafe, ^nd faying kind things to her; instead 
of congratulating the father on his happincis tn 
having fuch a charming daughter, I flood con- 
founded, aAoniflied, and mute. Scipio, who 
perceived my diforder, fpoke in my room, and 
was at the expence of thole praifts which I 
owed to that lovely creature. As for her part. 
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not at all daz^ed by my figure, in my mom-. 
inggQtwnand cap, lh«^uied me without any 
concern, and made mc a compliment, \T{ifch> 
though common, enchanted my affedion. In 
the mean time, while my fccretarvi Bafi), and 
his daughter, were employed in mutual civili- 
ties, I recoilefltd myfcif; an'dto make amends 
for the ftupid filcnce I had hiihereo" kept, 
|»f&d from one extreme to another, launched 
OQ into gallant difcourre, and fpoke with 
fo mudi vivacity, that I alarmed Bafil, who 
locking upon me already as a man who would 
put every thing in pra^nx to&duoe AnconiKj 
wenttnit of my apartment wtih her in a^ hurry, 
jerolved perhaps to withdraw her &om my 
eyes for rter. 

Sdpio, . feeing himfelf alone with me, faid 
-with a fmile, " Here is another refourcc againft 
-the cedious hours. I: did not know that your 
■Jarmcrhad fnch a liandfome daughter, having 
never beforcfeen her, though I have been twice 
at her father's houfe : he mu(t be at great pains 
to conceal her; and I commend his care. 
Egad, Ihe's a delicate morfel ! But (added 
he,) I believe I need not fay fo to you, who 
were dazzled by her at fifft fight." " I do'nt 
deny it, (anfwered I.) Ah! my child, I 
thought I faw a ccleftial futrflance. She in- 
flameid me all of a fudden, and pierced my 
heart with an arrow fwift as lightning," 

*' I am ravilhed (replied my fecrctary) to 

'learn that you are at icaft in love. You wanted 

a miftrefs m make you enjoy perfed happi- 

D 4 nefi 
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nefs in your- (bthude. Thank heaven, yea' 
have now all forts of conveniences. I 'know 
(continued he) that we fliall have ibnne diffi- 
culty in deceiving the vigilance of Bafil j but 
leave that to me ; I undertake in three days 

. to procure for you a private interview widi 
Antonia." "Mr.Scipio, (faidl,) perhaps you 
mig^C not be able to keep your promife i but 
this is not what I am curious to try. I have 
no intention to tempt -the virtue of that girl, 
who fcems to deferve that I Ihpilld entertain 
other fentiments of her. Wherefore, &r from 

.€xa£tmg of your zeal, that you fliould affift 
me in difbonouring her, i am rdblved, b^ 
your mediation, to efpoufe hw, promded her 
heart is not engaged to aoother." ** I did not 
^expcft'(faid he) to fee you take foch a fudden 
relbletion to marry. Many country gentle^ 
men in your place would not deal fo honour- 
ably ; they would never entertain l^itiraate 
views .with regard to Antonia, until mey had 
tried others to no purpofc. But, however, 
(added he,) don't Imagine that I condemn 
your love, and feektodiflUadc you'fi^m your ' 
defign. Your former's dauriiter deferves the 
honour you intend for her, if the can beftow 
upon you a heart unengaged, and fenfible of 
four generofity. This 1 muft inform myfclf 
of to-day, in a conveHation with the &ther, 
and perhaps with herfelf." 

My confident, who was a puofiual man in 

performing his promifes, went privately to 

vilit Bafil, and in the evening came to me in 

my 
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myciokt, where -i vraited with impatience 
mingled with fear. Drawing a good omen 
icom his chwrfiil look, « If 1 nuy believe 
(laid I) that ftnile on ihj face, thou comeft 
to fignify that I Ihail ibon enjoy my wiih." 
** Yes, my dear noAer, (Jot replied,) every 
thing is propotious fo yqu. I have had a con- 
Tcrfation with Bafil and his daughter, to whom 
I declared your intention. The hx.hct is over- 
joyed to hear your defign K> be his fon-in-law j 
and I can ailure you, mat you are very much 
to Antonia's tafte." " O heaven ! (cried I, in 
a traniport of joy] what! am I fo happy .as 
to be agreeable to that lovely creature?" 
•' Doubtlefs, (hercfumedk) She already loves 
you. I have not indeed drawn that cojiftflion 
&om her mouth ; but 1 am convinced of her 
palTion, by the gaiety Hie difcovered when Ihe 
underftood your defign. Neverthclels (added 
he,) you. have^ rival." "A rival!" (cried 
I, changing colour.) ^ Tou need not be 
mtidi alarmed, (faid he>) that rival will not 
i:ol> you of the heart of your millrels ; he is 
no other than Mr. Joachim your cook." *' Ah I 
' the hangrdog.! (faid I, hurtling into a fit of 
lau^ter)' this was his reafon for Ihewing fuch. 
Klu6tance to quit my fervice." " The very . 
fame, (anfwercd Scipio.) He fome days ajg» 
demanded Antonia in marriage, and met witti- 
a pohte refiifaL" " With deference to thy 
better advice (1 reilimed,) methinksit will be 
proper to rid ourfelvesof the rogue, before he 
can get notice that I intend to .marry Bafil'ii^ 
D 5 daughter: 
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daughter ; a cook, thoU -knoweft, is a dan- 
gerous rival." '* You ar* \n the right (re- 
plied my confident,) we tnuft clear the houfe 
of' hitn. I will give him his leave to-morrow 
morning before he begins to work, and then 
yaa -ftiall have nethiog to few either from his 
fauces or his lov«. I affl fotry, however, to 
Ide fuch an eTfcellent cook, but I facrifice my 
palate to your ' fafety." " Thou necdeft not 
regret him fo much, (faid J,) the lofs is not 
•irreparable : I will fend to Valencia for a cook 
as good as he." And indeed I wrote imme- 
diately to Don Alphonfo, that I had occafion 
for a cook, 4nd the very next day he fent ohe 
who confined Scipio at once. 

Although the zealous fecretary had told me 
that he perceived Antonia was pleaftd in her 
heart with the conquefi: which fhc had made 
of her mafter, I durft not depend upon his 
report, being apprehenfive that he might have 
been deceived by falfc appearances. To be 
hiorfe fure of the matter, I refolved to Ipeak 
in perfon to the fair Antonia ■ and repairing 
to Bafil's houfe, confirnned what my anrtbaffit- 
dor had told him. That honeft- peaftnti a 
rtiari df franknefi and fimplicify,' having heard 
iti/dfeflgn, aflured me, that he vfould beftow 
llife'daughter upon me with the atmoftfaris* 
faitioH) " but (added he) don't think that it is 
on account of your being lord <rfthe manor. 
Were you (till no more than the fteward of 
Don' Csrfar and Don Alphonfo, 1 would pre-i 
fer you to all die other fuitors who prtfent 
■ 7 theni- 
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tTiemfeltcs. I have fclwajs had a regard for 
you ; atid what gives me the moft Concern is, 
that Antonia cannot king you a large for- 
tune." " I afk nothing with her, (faid I,) her 
pCrfon is all the wealth to which I afpire." 
■" Yourmofthumble ferVant, (cried he,) thatfs 
not my intentitan ; I am not fuch a beggar as 
taraarrymy daughter in that manner. Bafil 
de Buenotrigo is in a condition, iharik God, to 
give her a dowry ; and for every dinner yoa 
bcilowupon her, £he Ihall afford a fupper to 
you. In a word, the nJnil b( your eftate, 
which 19 but five hundred ducats, fiiall a'nwurtt 
to-a thdtffervli -by tirtue of this-mal-riage." 

*< Yoit (hall do in thkt ' as ^ou ^eafe, tny 
^ear Bafil, (I rtplicd,) we (hall have no dif- 
pUttS ■ about ioterefl: ; and now that we are 
agreed, the fole-bufinefsis to obtain the con'- 
fiSit tif your daughter." *' You have mine, 
(Kid He,) and that'is enoagh.'"' "Not altoi- ' 
gether (anfwered I "if your's -is' neceflary, ■ 
hct^ is ^ too." "' Her's depends upon the (faid 
he;) 'I woiiid fain fee her refiift." "Antonia 
(I r^fijmedi) fubtniffwe to patemai authority, 
I! ready wWiout doubt,- to obey you impli- 
citly J but I don't know :f Ihe can do it upon 
this occaficin' without ''retutftance: and if fhc 
dUi't, I (hould never be ciMibled fbr having 
itiade her unhappy i in (hol-t, it is not enough 
fct tne to obtain her hand of you, unlefs her 
heart goes to the bargain." " By'r lady! 
(faid-Bafil^ 1 -dort't underftand all 'this philo- 
fi^Hyt fpeidc yourfeif ta- Antonia, and you 
: D6 ihall 

[;..i,tc(,G00glt 
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fhall fee, if I am not mifUken, that flie de- 
fires no better to be your wife." So fayinp> 
he called his daughter, and left me alone with, 
her for a minute or two. 

That I might enjoy the precious opportu- 
nity, I came to the point at once. " Fair 
Antonia (fud I,) determine my faxc. Al- 
though I have your Other's coiifent, don't 
think that 1 intend to avail myfelf of il^ in 
doing violence to your inclination. Charm- 
ing as it is, I renounce the poflelHon of you, 
if you fay that I muft owe it to yoiir obe- 
dience only." " That is what I will not lay 
(anfwered fiie :) your addreffes are too agree- 
able to give me pun ; and, inftead of mur- 
muring, J approve of my Other's choice. I 
don't know (continued flie) whether I do well 
or ill in talking thus ; but ,if you was dif- 
agrceable to me, I fhouM be frank enou^ to- ~ 
own it i why then may 1 not fay the contrary 
with the fame freedom ?" 

At thefe words, which I could not hear 
without being charmed, I kneeled before An- 
conia, and, in the excels of my joyv feizing 
one of her fair hands, kifled it with theutmoft 
tendernefs and palHon. " My dear Antonia^ 
(faid I,) I am enchanted with your &ank- 
nefsi continue the fame unconftrained beha- 
viour; and as you &eak to your hufband^ 
difclofe your whole foul to his view. May I 
then flatter rnyfelf that you will be pleafed to 
fee your fortune joined to mine i" Bafil com- 
ing in at tlut inftito^ lundered me £^m pro- 
ceeeing. 
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ceedii^. Impitknt to know his daughter's 
anfwer, and ready to grumble^ had ihe (hewn 
the le^ ETcrfion for mc, " Well (C^ he,) 
. are you fatisfied ivith Antoaia i" " i am fo 
well latisfied with her (anfwered I,) diat I will 
. this very mcHnent go and make ]»%paratioos 
for my marriage." So faying^ I took my 
leave of the father and daughter, to go and 
. f oafult with my lecretary on mat fubicA. 

C H A P. IX. 

Stiff mamur in wbfcb tbi nuptiais 9f Gil BUu and 
the fair /infohia wereethhratedi mid the rt- 
joicingj with v;bicb they were attended. 

A L&ough I was under no necei£ty of ob'- 
*^ tatning the permiflion of the noblemen 
t^ Ley vaj Scipio and I ' concluded, that we 
could not in honour omit imparting to them 
my delign of marrying Bafil's dai^htcr,. and 
<^ ^king their confent. out of {^od manr 
ners. 

I fet out immediatdf for ValencM, where 
they were as muob furpri&d to fee me> at to 
hear the caule of my journey. Don £«eiar 
and his Ibp having ieen Antonia more than- 
once^ congratulaod ne on my choice. Don 
Csc&Tt efpecially, complimented me upon ic 
with ^ch vivacity, that if I had not bcUeved 
him to be a man auite weaiwd from certain 
amufetnencs^ I ihould have fuTpefted that he 
had gone fometimes to Liriasj to fie his ^- 
iner's daughter, rather thaa to vifit his owq 
lunifi. 
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ho«fe» Seraphift»> aftci'haviHg'aflurM me 
th« flie would always b*W a large part in what 
fliOuM Concern .itlCj ■fald' Ihd ftad ncard a very 
good chataiftei' Of Antonia '■, *' but (added the 
wth a titp'rcsA lodk; as if fheifeproachedTne 
fpt* theiiridi^reftcft with which'! repaid Se- 
pfioitfSf^lrioDj);if I h^ notJie^dher fceauty 
-«rt(^dj' I Mould -depttid-wpon fovt tafle, 
the deScacy of wtnch I know." ■' 

Don Casiar and his fbn not only approved 
of my marriage," but declared that they would 
■ defray, th«, «fbo}e e:a)CJ?ce of it. ".^P back 
^:tQ Ur^s, (fajd .ifiey, J ^and aiafc^ ytair&li^fafy 
until y9U hear from, us- , Make no^epara- 
tion for. your nuptials, but leave tha^ to our 
tart." 'I-n coftipfianctwithth^ifdefiWi'Iire- 
tarn*d to hiy houfe, ahd making Bafil and his 
dkughper^Cijuftinttd 'with the intentionOf oul- 
pairori^, •«« V^afted th*ifH)rder,''^s ^ttUtly 
-tB we ix»M'. -iDurfng tight days, howtVfci*, 
TiteirfeceivedoWier'bwt toi rtiake^mepds, oft 
the ninth, a coach and four arrived fufl cf 
■liiarrfeau nriakers, and rich ftaffij for the bride's 
•doftchs, arid ifcortedbyTcl^?^a^ 'men m riv#y. 
moufltedon mxifes.' ,c5ne of them brou^ a 
^ttterffit-'me, from 'Don Alphoiifei itttpbtK^ 
m^ tha* ht wtoiiW bfe itijirias fi*xt day, wftft. 
liHs father and rpoufCjl arid that th« terenion^ 
of-my tnarfiagC ihoOkt'fee cilcferatcd .on At 
day followingi by the grand yiCar of Valenciii 
Accerdingly, Don Caslar his fon^ and Sert^ 
phTna did noi (ail td COmC wift that^fcrgy* 
ttranj'aU-'foui'-togeifte* ifi -atoadiahd Ibt| 
• ' ■ preceded 
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■preceded by another drawn by fouri in which 
vtere Serftphina's womeni and' dtteridid by dift 
governor's guards. 

My lady governcfs was fcsffce arrived, vrfien 
Jhc expreflcd the utmoft impatience to fee Ah- 
tonia, who, on her part, no fooncr iinder- 
ftood that Seraphina was alighted, than ihi 
ran » falute heri and kifinf her hand wirfi 
fuch a good grace, that all the company Ad- 
mired her poiitencfs. *' Well, madam (faid 
Don Csefar to his daughter-! n4aw,) what do 
you riiink of Anronia? Could Santillane have 
made a better choice ?" ■" N<), indeed (re; 
plied Seraphina,) mey are worthy of ejch other, 
fcnd 1 don t doubt' that their union will faepcr- 
ftftly happy." In Ihort, every one prailed 
the bride ; andiffhe was much applauded in 
her country garb, every body was charme4 
with her when Ihe appeared iti a richer drefsl 
Her air Wis fo tioHe, and her depOrKnem fo 
ealy, that one wtJuM have thougtif fiie had 
never wore any other. 

The moment being arrived, in'which pro- 

fitious Hymen was to join my fete tb her'si 
)on Alphonfo taldngmc by_ the hand; led me 
to the aitar,~while Seraphina did' the. fattie 
honoiir to the bride. In this order ^6 re- 
paired to the village chapel, where the viCar 
attended to marry us ; and that ceremony was 
performed amidft the acdamationa of the in- 
hatMtants of Lirias, and all the rich fantiers 
in the neighbourhood, whom Baifil had in- 
vited to Antimia's wedding, with dicic daugh- 
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ten dreflfed in ribbona and flowers, holding 
.jcabors in their hands. We dien returned ta 
my hoiife, where, by the care of Scipio, who 
was contriver of the feaft, we found three 
tables coveredj one for the noblennen, another 
for their attendants,, and the third, which was 
the largeft,, for the reft of the giidts. Anto- 
nia iat at the firft, bydelire w^the lady go- 
verned ; I did the honours of the fecond, and 
Bafit took care of the third. As for Scipio, 
he did not fit^ but went from one tabk to 
. another, employing himfclf in jerving and fa- 
tisfying every individual. 

As the entertainment was prepared by the- 
governor's cooks, it could not fail of being 
complete in all its parts. The good wines, 
of which Mr. Joachim had made ample pro- 
vifion, were drank with profufion. I the guefta . 
began to wax warm, and mtrih and joUitjr 
reigned, when we were, all of a fiidden,. in- 
temiptcd by an incidem that alarmed me. 
My fecretary being in the hall, wh«re I iat at 
table with the principal officers of Don Al- 
phonfo,. and Seraphina's women, fell dowiv 
upon die Eoorj without fenfe or motion, t 
ran to his afliflance,. and while I was bufied 
in bringing him- to himfelf again, one of the 
women fainted, away. All the company con- 
cluded that there muft be ibme myftery ia 
this double fwoonii^,. as it a£hially concealed 
one, which in a little time was explained »; 
for foon after Scipio recovered lus ^iritSy 
and £ud to me> iwUy> " Why Ibould tfae^ 
5 happicft 
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hapineft of your days be the mc^ dtfecreeable 
of mine 1 It is impolfibk for one to (nun his 
deftihy (added he :) I have found my wife in 
the perf(Hi of one of Seraphina's maids." 

" What do I hear ! (cried I) that is noC 
polfible i what ! art thou the hufband of the 
lady who was taken ill at the lame time with 
tiiee i" « Yes, Sir (he replied,) I am her 
hulband; and fortune, I fwear, coi^ not 
{day me a more villainous trick dian that of 
bringing her to my ^ew.". " I don't know, 
my friendi (laid h) what reafon thou haA to 
complain of diy wifej but, whatever cauft' 
Ihe may have gjven thee, pray conftrain tby- 
lelfj if thou loveft me, do not dtfturb this 
entertainment, by Ihewing thy rcfentment." 
" You Ihall be Iktisfied with my behaviour 
(replied Scipio,) and fee whether or not I caa 
diffemble." 

So filying, he went up v> his wife, wh(^ 
by tiie alliance of her companions, was alfo 
recovered, jind embnicing her with the ap- 
pearance of as much paffion as if he had been 
raviflied to fee her ^ain : ** Ah ! my dear 
Beatrice (faid he,) heaven unites us agun, af- 
ter-ten years of feparation; O happy morrtent 
for me ?" " Idop'tknow (anfwered his wife,) 
whether or not you rcsdly feel any Joy in meet- 
ing me here ; but this I am certain of, I gave 
you no juft caufe to leave me. What 1 you 
found me one night with Signior Don Fer- 
nand de Leyva, who was in love mdi my 
miftrds Jiilia, uid wbo£; paSwn.I slEited} 
and 

[;..i,tc(,'G00gle 
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«:ndy<Mi toc^ it irt ydarhnd tliatJIiAeMi] 
.to him, ac the expeoce of your and my ho- 
nour : thtfeupon jc^ufy turned your brahit 
you quitted Toledo* and Red from me as from 
» manStst, without deigning to conne to an 
^)Ianaion ! Which oTus two, if you pleaf^ 
Jtas the nK^ realbn to con^Uin ?" " You, to 
be fure" (repjied Scif«o.) "' Yes, dOUWefs 
(£ud fbe.) Don Ferouid, foon. after your 
departure from Toicdb, married Julia, vntk 
whom I ftayed as long n flie lived; and fince 
me were robbed (^her, by an uodnoely dcai:^ 
iJtavebeen uthe£;rvjceof icyladyberliftav 
who, as. treU u iier wcaim, CBainfwa* f6r 
the purity of my nwrjdfij" r 

My fectetaiy, tt this difcourfe, the fai&tf 
of which he codd not prove, behared as be- 
came him. "Once irnoc (laid he to. his 
wife) I own my fault, and afk patdoci'fae&ce 
dm ho'noiiraUe af&tnbty." Theii» I inter- 
ceding for hsatt begged dutt Beatrice 'ri'oald 
forget what wtsp^; a^uiingher, dut, ior 
tbe fiitwc, her huiband's fc^ Itudy ftu>udd be 
to give her fiicis&ftion. She yielded Co my 
intre^, aid the whole company applauded 
their- re-union j for die better cetebration of 
which, they welt made to fit by one another. 
Their heakh was eoiftedj every body Dom- 
bKinented thetn>'aad the &aft feemed' to have 
been fnade rather on account of their reoon- 
eiliation than of my. nuptials. 
' The thiniubte waft the lirft fcuiaken. The 
fOir^'pu^ants^ t^ WKdancc withlhe nnan. 
try 
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try maids, who, by the noife of their tabon, 
. foon brought the company from the other 
rooms, and infpired them with the defire of 
following rfieir example. Every body was 
now in motion : the. governor's officers began 
to dance with the attendants ^f my lady go- 
nemefi; the noblemen diemlelves minglea in 
the diverfion. E>on AlphtmCo danced a fara- 
band with Scraphina. . Don Csfar performed 
with Antonia, who came afterwards and took 
me out, acquitting herfelf. pretty Well, :Con^ 
dctingthat £he had only received afew leiTons 
intheliouleofajelatioii, who was the wife of 
a citizen of Albarazia. As for me^ . whn h^d 
leonied in the houfe of the MaFchionc& of 
Chaves, the aflembly looked, opon me as a 
great dancer. With regard to Beatrice and Sci- 
pio, they preferred a private converfation to 
dancing, and gave each other an account p( 
What had happened to them- fincc their partihg: 
but drey were interrupwd by Seraphina, who, 
being informed of their meetiog^ icrit ftf 
them to exprcls her joy at ^ir recoAciliation. 
" My children, (faid flic,) od thbdayof ne^ 
joicing, it is an addition, to .my fati^ii^ien n> 
fee you reftored to. each otber. Fnendi Scipto, 
I give you back your fpoufe, and footoft to 
you, that hzt condil& hai always been irre- 
proachable : you nuy live here haf^y. toge- 
ther ; and you, Beatri£e« atlnch yoorielf to 
Antonia, and be as much derated to lict- as . 
your hufband is to Sign tor de. Santilhne." 
Scipio, after this,, tgidiiitet hdp looking u^trti 
bis 
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'his mk as another PenoJopCi and promiied CO 

. treat her imth all imaginable aSeftion. 

The young peafants and their partners hav- 
ing danced all day, retired to their own 
lioufes } but the feftiTal was continued at the 
caftle> where a ip%nificent fupper was pre- 
pared i and wh^ it was time to go to reft, 
the ^rand vic^ blefled the nuptial bed i Se- 
raphina undr(lfl*ed the bride, and the noble- 
menof Leyva'didmethefamehonour. What 
was meity enough, the officers of Don AI- 
T^Mnfo, and the ladies of the govemefs, took 
It in their heads to perform the fame ceremony 
to Beatrice and Scipio, who, to make the 
Icene more comical, very gravdy allowed 
themmves to be ftript and put to bed. 

C H A P. X. 

What fsSewed the mttrriag/t vf Gil Slat and the 
fair Jntmaa. The beginmng cfScifio's hijtoty, 

ON the very next day after my marriage, 
the lords of Leyva returned to Valeneia, 
, after having g^ven me a thoufand new marics 
of friendfliipi To that my fecfetary and I re- 
,mained in tlie houfe, with our mves and Ser- 
vants only. 

The care which both of us took to tdeafe the 
ladies, was not ineffefhial : in a litde time I 
inJpircd my wife with as much love for me 
as I had for her { and Scipio made his fpoi^ 
foiget the forrows which he had made her 
fu^. Beatrice, who had a pliant, obliging 
ttinper. 
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temper, eafily infinuated herfelf into the h- 
vour, and gained the confidence of her mif- 
trefs. In fliort, we agreed, all four, to ad- 
miration, and began to enjoy a (ituadon worthy 
of envy. All our days glided away in the 
moft agreeable amulements. Antonia wat 
naturally grave, but Beatrice and I were veiy 
gay; and had we been otherwife, Scipio's 
prefence was enough to keep off melandioly. 
.He was an incomparable lellow for Ibcietyi 
one of thofe comiotl creatures, whofe appear- 
ance alone can make a company merry. 

One daydiatwe took a whim, aftw dinner, 
to go and cake a fiefta in the moft agrce^le 
place of the wood, my fecretary was in fJth 
good humour, that he baniftied all defire of 
fleeping by his merry difcourfe. " Hold 
thy tongue, friend, ((aid I,) or, if thou art 
refolved to keep us nom taking our nap, en- 
tertwi m with Ibme flory worthy of our atten- 
tion." 

" Widi all my heart. Sir, anfwercd he;) 
Ihall I recount the hiftory of King Pel'agius ?•" 
" I would rather hear thy own (I replied j) 
but that is a pleafure thou haft not thought 
proper to g^ve me fioce we lived together, 

■ PelipBJ, the lirfl K!ng af Leoa, rtigned in tfae «i|hcb ccd- 
nuy; ind he li*ed rome time in rDb}cAun ta the Suiccoi is 
Spain i but relblrint to lliake off the yoke of tacb bnbsaut ty- 
nnny, he pat himfelf K the held »t the Chrifliuit who had Aed ftr 
refuge Id tne Au&rian moontuni ; and beinE dedared King, taik 
amu iciinfl the Infide'i, whom having vanqniihed, in a bloody battle, 
he laid the foondilkB (MT the kiD|dsia it Imio, ia which ht Tei|at4 
nvencj' f*tn. 

Aor 
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DOT ever will, I foppofe." " And what is 
thcreafon? (iiidbe.; If I have not recounted 
mjr own biftory, it was becauft you never ex- 
prdTed the kaft defirc to hear it; it is not, 
thecefore, .my fault that you are ignorant of 
my adventures j and if yoii are in the leaft 
curious to know thenii I am ready to fattsfy 
your cuBionty." Antonia, Beatrice, and I 
took him at his word, and difpof2d ourfelves 
■ in order to hear his narration, which could not 
mifs of having a good effed;, either in divert- 
ing or lulling us afleep. 

Had it depended upon me, (faid Scipio,) 
I Jhould have been the Ion of fome grandee, or 
knight pf . AlcatKara at leafl ; but as one does 
not chuefc his own father, you muft know that 
mine was an ho/ieft foldier, of the holy bro- 
therhood, Tarribio Scipio by name. While 
he was travelling to and fro on the highway, 
-where his profeuion obliged him almoft al- 
ways to be, he met. by accident, one day, 
between Cuenga and Toledo, a young gipfy, 
whom he thought very, handfome. She was 
alone, on foot, and carried her whole tbrtune 
In. a kind of knapfack on her back : " Which 
way do you go, my dear?" faid he to her, 
foftening his voice, which was naturally rough. 
** Stgnior cavalier, (anfwered ihe,) I am going 
to Toledo, wheie I hope to gain an honeft 
fiveBhood in fome Ihape or other." " That 
IS a laudable intention, (he refumed,) and I 
don't doubt that you have more llrtngs than 
one to your bow." "Yes, thank God (faid 
ftie,) 
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Jhe,) I hav« more talents than one ; I can 
compofe pomatums and eflences for the la- 
dies i I tell fortunes ; turn dM fiere H> fuict 
ttmgs that are loA; and fbow all that people 
want to fee in a g^fs or mirror." 

Torribio concluding that ftich a girl woultJ 
be a very advantageous match for hkni who 
could fcarce live i^ his employiiietit, though 
he was wrydexterous at it, offered K> marry- 
her: the accepted the propofal, and they re-' 
paired with all diligence to Toledo, -where they 
were wedded s and you fee in me the worthy* 
fruit of thefe noble nuptials. They fettled in 
the fuburbe, where my mother began to fcfi 
pomatums and eHences ; but that trade not! 
anfwering, flie became a fortune-teller. It was 
then that fhe faw the crowns and plftoles 
Ihower upon her ;- a thoufand dupes, of both 
fexes, foonraiftd the reputation of Cofcolma, 
which was the gipfy's name. Somebody came 
every day, to beg fhe vrould employ her mi- 
niftry for him : fometimes a needy , nephe*^ 
who wanted to know when his uncle, whofe 
fole heir he was, would fet out for the other 
world ; and fometimes a girl, wifhing to 
known if a certain cavalier, to whom fhe had' 
granted the favour, on promifc of marriage, 
would keep his word. 

.Pleale to oblerve that my mother's predtD- 
tions were always favourable to thofe who fo- 
licited them i if they proved true, good antf 
well ; but when they came back to reproach 
her, becaufe the contrary of what fhe had pro- 
phefied 
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phefied came to pals, Ihe anfwercd coldlf, 
that they muft attribute it to the daemon, 
who, notwithftanding the force of the conjti- 
rations that Ihe employed to make him reveal 
what would happen, was fometimes fo mali- 
cious as to deceive her. 

When my mother, for the honour, of her 
profellion, thought ihe muft make the devil 
appear in her operations, Torribio Scipio al- 
ways a&ed that part, which he performed per- 
k&iy well i the roughnefs of his voice, and 
u^ihels of his face, giving him an appearance 
fuitable to the character which he reprefented. 
Thofe that were in the leafl: timorous, were 
always terrified by n:iy father's figure. But one 
day, unfortunuely, there came a brutal fellow 
of a captain to lee the devil, whom he. ran 
through the body. The holy office, inform- 
ed of the devil's death, fent its officers to the 
houle of Cofcolina, whom they feized with all 
her effe&s ; and I, who was then but feven 
years old, was put into the hofpital of Los 
rftms *. There were in that houfe charitable 
clergymen, who, being well paid for the edu- 
catioQ of poor orphans, were at the trouble of 
teaching uiem to read and write. They looked 
upon me as a promiling child, and on that 
account diftinguilhed me from the reft, by. 
choofing me to run on ctieir errands., Th^ 
fent me into the city with letters and meflagcs "j 
and I made the refponfes at mafs. By way of 

* Loi Kiiwti BipluBl, oi nChcr bop. 
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recotnpence they undertook to teach me the 
Latin tongue, but they behaved To rudely* 
and treated me with fuch rigour, notwithftand- 
ing the fmall fervices I did them, that, being 
no longer able to bear it, I ran away One morn- 
ing early, when I was lent out on an errand i 
and far from recuming to the hofpltal, quitted 
Toledo by the fuburbs that lie on the Seville 
iide of the city. Though I was fcarce yet nine 
years old> I felt . a fenfible pleasure in being 
free and maftcr of my own aftions. I was 
without -money, and without food ; but what 
did that fignify i I had no lelibns to itudy. 
nor themes to oompofe. After having walked 
about two hours, my litde legs began to reftife 
their fervice : I had never btfore made fuch a 
long journey j and I found myfelf obliged to 
halt, and give them fome reft. I fat down 
under a tree, by the fide of the road ; and 
there, for my amulemenc, took my Rudiments 
out of my pocket, smd read ic in^ fport ; then 
remembering the ftripes and flo^ngs which 
it h4(.l made me receive, I tore out the leaves, 
faying in great wrath j « Ah d<^ of a book I 
thou ihalt never make me fhed tears again." 
While I thus glutted my revenge, ftrewing 
the ground about me with declenfions and 
conjugations, a hermit paffed by, withawhite 
beard, large fpeftaclcs, and a venerable air. 
He came up to me, and we examined each 
other withgreat eagernefs. "My little gen- 
tleman, (faid he, fmiling,) we feem to look at 
one another with great attention : 1 believe it 
Vai. IV. E ■ would 
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nrould not be a bad fcheme for us to live toge- 
ther in my hermitage, which is not two hun- 
dred yards from hence." " I am your hum- 
ble Jervant, (anl'wercd I, haftily :) I have no 
ambition to be a hermit." The good old 
man laughed at this reply ; and embracing 
me, faJd, " Don't be frightened at my drefs, 
my fon ; though it is not agreeable, it is ufe- 
ful ; it makes me lord of a charming retreat* 
and of the neighbouring Tillages ; the inha- 
bitants of which love, or rather idolize me. 
Come along with me (added he) and I will 
give you a jacket like this chat I wear. If you 
chufe it, you fhall fhare with me the fweets of 
my retired life ; and if you don't like it upon 
trial, you fhall not only be at liberty to leave 
me> but you may be alio alTured, that I will 
not fail to give you a gratification at parting-" 
1 fufTered myfelf to be perfuaded, and fol- 
lowed the old hermit, who aiked me fcveral 
quellions ; to which I anfwercd with an inge- 
nuoufnefs which I have not always prefervcd in 
t^e iequel. When we came to the hermitage, 
he prcfented to me fomc fruit, which I de- 
voured, having eaten nothing the whole day 
but a morfel of dry bread, on which I had 
breakfaftcd in the morning at the hofpital. 
The anchorite, feeing me make fuch good ufe 
ofmy iaws>faid, "Courage, my child; don't 
(pa« the fruit ; I have ample provifion of it, 
thank God : and I did not bring thee hither 
to let thee ftarve." This was indeed very 
true i for in leis than an hour after our arrival 
he 
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he lighted a fire, fpieted a leg of mutton ; and 
while 1 turned the fpit, covered a fmall table 
with a very dirty napkin, upon which he laid 
two plates, one for himfelf, and another for me. 
When the mutton was ready, he took it off 
the fpit, and cut fome flices for our fupper, 
which was not a dry meal ; for we drank ex- 
cellent wine, of which alfo he had good ftore. 
" Well, my chicken, (faid he, when we had 
done eating,) art thoir fatisfied with vny ordi- 
nary ? This is the manner in which thou wilt 
be treated every day, if thou liveft with me. 
Befides, thou fhalt do what thou pleafell: in 
this hermitage. All that I exa£t of thee is, 
to accompany me when 1 go a begging through 
the neighbouring viUages, and lead an afs with 
two panniers, which the charitable peafants 
ufually fill with e^;s, bread, Belh, and fifh. 
This is all 1 require of thee." " I will do 
.every thing you defire, (I replied,) provided 
you don'toblige me to learn Latin." Brother 
Chryfolfam (that was the old hermit's name) 
could not help laughing at my fimplicity j 
and affurcd me anew, that he did not intend 
CO force my inclination. 

We wenta-b^^ng the very next day with 
the afs, which I led by the halter, and reaped 
aplcntifijl harvefl; every peafant being glad 
of an opportunity to put fomething in our 
panniers : one threw in a whole loaf; another, 
a large piece of bacon ; a third, a partridge ; . 
in Ihort, we brought home vitals enough for 
eight days ; a circumtlance that denotes the 
£ 3 great 

, .C.HvsIc 
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greatfiiencyhip and eftcem that the country 
jpeopte had for the hermit. It is true he was 
of great ufe to therrij in giving them his advice 
:when they came to confult him, in re-eftablilb- 
ing peace in families, -where difcord reigned, 
in matrying their daughters> in fumiOiing them 
with remedies for a thot^and forts oE difeafes^ 
and in teaching prayers proper for harren wo- 
men, who wiihed to have children. 

By what I have faid,' you ice that I was well 
'fed in my hermitage : I was as well accom- 
modated in point of Oeeping: ftrethcd upon 
good freHi &raw, with a cuihion of coarfe cloth 
under my head, and a covering of the fame 
Huff* over my body, I made but one nap^ 
which lafted all night long. Brother Chryfo- 
Jftom, who had protiufed to give me a hermit'* 
.garb, made one for me from an old robe that 
he ufed to wear, and called me littk brother 
Scipio. As foon as I appeared in the villi^s, 
in that regular habit, I was thought fo hand- 
fome, that the afi was better loaded than for- 
merly : the bulinefs was, who fhould givs 
moft to the little brother, with -whofe figure 
they were fo well pkafcd. 

The eafy idle life which I led with the old 
hermit^ could not be difagrecable to & boy of 
«iy age : accordingly, I liked it fo well, that 
I IhouM have continued there ftill, if the Fates 
had not fpun for me days of a very -dt^rent 
kind : but the deftiny which 1 was bound to 
iiilfil, foon detached mc irom idlenefs, and 
made 
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made me quit brother Chryfcrftom, as you" 
ftiall Iiear. I frequently perceived the oU man 
at work upon the cufhion that ferved him ftw 
a pillow i he did nothing but few and unfcw 
it ; and I obferved one day that he put money 
into it. This remark was attended by a cu^ 
riofity which I pr(^ofed to gratify the veryfirfl: 
journey he fhould take to Toledo, whither he 
was wonttogo once aweek. I waited impi ■ 
tiently for the day, without having as yet an;^ 
other defign than of fetisfying my curiofity. 
At length the old man fet olk, and 1 ripped up 
his pillow, where I found among the wooL 
with which it was filled, the value of abouC 
fifty crowns in different forts of coin* 

This treafure, ia all probability, was the- 
gratitude of the_ country people, whom the 
Itcrmit had cured by his remedies, and of the 
women who had been blefled with children, hf 
nirtueofhis prayers. Be this as it will, I no. 
fboner faw that it was money, which I could 
appropriate to myfelf with impunity, than mjr 
Egyptian difpofition- prevailed. I was feizea 
with a defire of ftcaling it, which can be attri- 
buted to nothing but the force of that blood 
which circulated in my veins.. I yieWed to 
the temptation without refiftance, fecured the 
nfoney in a kind of bag where we kept our 
combs and night-caps j then quitting my lier- 
mit's habit, and refuming that of the orphan,. 
I ran away from the hermitage, believing that 
learned off in. my bag the whole riches of the 
Ifidies. . 

E X Yoit 
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You have heard my beginning, (continued 
Scipio>) and I don't doubt that you expert a 
train of h&i of the fame nature ; your ex- 
peftation will' not be deceived : I have many 
other iuch exploits to recount, before 1 come 
to my kudabte adions : but I will come to 
them at laft : and you will fee, by my narra- 
tion, that a rogue may very well turn an 
honefi man. 

Child as I was, I was not fool enough to 
return to Toledo j that would have been tx~ 
pofing me to the chance of meeting brother 
Chryfoilom, who would have made me reftore 
my treafure in a very difagreeable manner : I 
followed another road, which conduflcd me 
to thevlllagt ofGalves, where 1 ftopt at an 
mn, tlie landlady of which was a widow of 
forty, who had all the qualities rcquifite for 
turning the penny. This woman no fooner ■ 
call her eyes upon me, than judging by my 
drefs, that I was a fugitive from the orphan- 
hofpital) Ihe afltcd who I was, and whither I 
went. I anfwered, that having loft both fa- 
ther and mother, I wanted to go to fervice. 
"Child, (faid flic,) canft thou read ?" I aflur- 
ed her, that I both read and wrote to admira- 
tion. Indeed, I could form my letters, and 
join them in fuch a manner as fomewhat re- 
^mbted writing, and that is enough for the 
occ^fionsoT a village tavern. " I take thee 
into my fervice, (faid the landlady ;) thou wik 
«ot be altogether ufelefs, but ftialt keep an 
account of idlmy debts, aftive andpafllve. I 
will 
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w31 ^ve thee no wages, (added fiie,) becaufe 
the good company that come here never for- 
get the fervants ; To that thou mayeft depend 
upon receiving good perquifitcs." 

I accepted the propofal, referving to my- 
fclf, as you may well believe,, the right of 
changing the air, as foon as my Hay at Galves 
ihould become difagreeable. When I found 
myielf engaged in the fervice of this inn, I . 
became very uneaTy in my mind : I did not 
defire to be thought a monejred man'; and 
was very an^tious to know where- 1 fliould' con- 
ceal my hoard, fo as that it fliould be" fecure 
from every flranger's hand:. I did not as yet 
know the houfe well enough, to truft to thofe 
places which leemed molt proper to fecure it. 
With what perplexities arc riches attended! I 
determined, however, to put my bag in a cor- 
ner of our com-loft, where there was ftraw; 
and believing it more fafe there than in any 
other plactj made mylelf as eafy as pofliblc. 
There were three fervants in this houle, a fiit 
hoftler, a young maid of Galicia, and my- 
felf i each of us drew as much as wc coiJd 
from the travellers that halted, whether they 
cameon horfe-back or a-foot. I commonly 
caught* Ibme halfpence of thefe gentlemen, 
when I brought in the bill ; they gave fome- 
thing alfo to the hoftler, fur taking care of 
their beafts: but as for theGalician, who was 
tiie idol of all the carriers that palTed, fhe got 
as many crowns as we did farthings. Every 
. penny that I received, I carried to increafe my 
E 4 treafurc 
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treafure in the corn-loft ; and the more I faw 
my wealth increafe, the more did I feci my 
little heart attached to it: I fometinKs kiOed, 
die ipecie, and contemplated the difirrcnt 
pieces with a degree of rapture which none 
but miftrs can conceive. 

This affection for my treafure obliged me 
to go and vifit it thirty times a-day : I fre- 
quendy mctthc land-IaJdy upon the ftairs ; and 
ihe bei^ naturally difVruftful, was curious one 
day, to kiiowwhat ii was that could bring me 
evcfy moment to the corn-loft. Thither there- 
fore Ihe went, and fearched every corner^ 
imagining that J, perhaps concealed in that 
place foreie things which I had ftole in the 
houie. She did not forget to remove tiie ftraw 
that covered my bag^ which having founds 
flic opened it i and feeing crowns and piilole* 
appear, believed, or pretended to believe^, 
that r had ftole them h-om her. She feized 
the fum total accordingly: then, calling me 
little wretch, and little rafcal, ordered the 
heftier, who was entirely devoted to her will, 
to give me fifty good lafhes, which when I 
liad received, Ihe turned me out of doors*, 
laying, that ftie would fufFer no knave to live 
in her houle. In vain did I proteft that I had 
not robbed the landlady : Ihe miuntained 
the contrary; and of courfc her word was 
believed rather than mine. Thus, brother 
Chryfoftom's money paffcd from one thief ta 
anodjer, 

I Ur 
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r lamented the lofs <rf" my money, as a marr 
mourns the death of an only child : and though' 
my tears did not retrieve what I had loft, at 
leaft they excited the companion of fome peo-' 
pie who faw them' flied ; and imong otners>- 
©f the curate of Galves, who was pafling by 
ehance. He feemed moved at my melancholy 
condition, and carried me along with him to 
riie parfonagc j where, iir order to gain, my 
confidence, or rather pump me, he begair 
by pitying my lituation. '* How much (laid 
fie) does this poor child defcrve compaflion l 
It is not furpriflng, ifj abandoned to himielf 
in fuch a tender age, he has committed a bad 
aftion. Moft men find it difficult to live ho- 
nefl: through the whole courfe of their lives."' 
Then, addreffing himfelf to me, " My fon^ 
(added hc,J from what part of Spain do you 
come, and who arc your parents ? You ftenv 
to be of fome good, family. Tell me inge- 
nuoufly, and be affured that I will not aban- 
don you." 

The curate, by this po&ticlc and cl^ritable 
difcourfe, engaged me infcnfibly n> difcover 
aH my affairs with great fincerity. I made a- - 
general confeflion. After which, he faid,. 
"Friend, though it does not become hermits 
-to hoard up moncyj that does not lellen your 
Crime i in robbing brother Chryfoftom, you 
have trafgreffed that^rticle of the Decalogue^ 
which forbids theft: but I'll oblige the land- 
lady to reftore the money, which I will lend- 
to the hermiti fo that your conscience may be 
E 5 «afy,- 
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cafyon, that fcore." But this, I fwcar, was 
the leaft of my uneafincfi. The curate, wha 
had a deflgn of his pwn, did not ftop diere : 
" iVIy child, (fwd he,) I intcrcft ir^elf in 
your behalf, and wilt procure a good place foe 
you. I will to-morrow fend you by a carrier 
to my nephew, who is a canon of the cathedral 
of Toledo J he will not refufe, at my requeft^ 
to receive you into the number of his lacquics,. 
who live plentifully, like fo many incumbents,, 
on the revenue of his prebend ; you will be 
perfcAly well fituated, I can affure you." 

I was fo much confolcd by this aflurance,. 
that I no longer thought of the bag, nor the 
ftripcs which I had received, my mind being 
wholly poSetCtd with the plcalure of living 
like an incumbent.. Next day>. while I was 
ac breakfaft, a carrier came to the parfonage,. 
according to the curate's, orders, with two 
mutes bndled and faddlcd. 1 was helped up 
on the one, the carrier mounted the other, and 
we fct out for Toledo. My fellow-travdler 
was a fellow of humour, who Ukcd nothing 
better than to make himfelf merry, at another's 
expenfe. " My litde junior, (faid he,) you 
have a good, friend, in^ the curate of Galves i 
he could not give you a better proof of his 
affetftion than, that of recommending you tq 
the fcrvicc of his nephew the canon, whom I 
have the honour to know, and who is, with- 
out contradi^ion, the pearl of the whole chap- 
ter. He is none of thofc devotees whofc pale 
.5 and 
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and meagre faces preach up mortification. 
He has a capacious countenance, a rofy com- 
plc£tion, a merry look, is a iovial (bul, who 
enjoys the prefent hour, and in particular 
loves good cheer. You will live in nis houfe 
lik&a little prince. 

The rogue of a carrier perceiving : that I- 
liftened. with great fatisfa£tion, continued tO' 
extol the happmels I Ihould enjoy in- the ca- 
non's fcrvice; and did not leave off Ipeakingt 
until we arrived at the village of Obiia, where 
we ftopt a little to bait our mules.- The car- 
rier,, while- he. walked about in -the inn, -let fall- 
by ac(»dent, outof his pocket, a paper which< 
{; was cunning enough to pick up, . without 
betng'obfervedj . and which . I. found means to - 
read while he was in^the ftable; It was a 
letter dirodted to the priefts of the orphan*- 
hofpioLl,.and.conceivedin thefe terms : 

" GxNTf.£MEN, rth'oughtrwas-Kound' in' 
** charity, to fend back to you aiittlc knave,, 
" who is a. runaway from 'your hofpital.- He 
" does not fcem to wane capacityj but de{crvc&< 
" to be carefully mewed up:: and I hope,'tlut- 
« by proper correftion, i» will in time do well. . 
** That God may prefcrveyour pious and cha-- 
" ritablc worfbipSi isthe prayer of. 

The CujfcATi'of Galves.^" 

When -1 had read this letter, . which inform- 
ed me of the curate's gpod intendons, .I-did' 
E 6 not; 
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not long hcfirate. To leave the inn, and gain' 
the banks of theTagus, which was more than 
a league frc»n thence, vas the work of a mo* 
ment.. Fear lent we wlngt- to fly from the 
priefts of the orphan ho^ital, to whom i 
■would by no means return, fo much was I , 
djfgufted with their manner of iraehing the 
Latin tongue. I entered Toledo as gaily as 
if I had known where to board. True, it is » 
city of benediftion, in which a man of genius, 
reduced to the nccefTity of living at his neigh-* 
hour's expenfe, -cannot die of hungw. Scarce 
had I arrived in the market-place, when a 
vrell-dreffed cavalier, whom I paffed, laid ■ 
hold of my arm, and laid, " Harkce, my 
boy, will you fcrve me ? I fhould be glad to 
have fuch a Ucqiiey as you." "Andl fhouJd 
be glad (anfwered I) to have fuch a matter as 
you." « If that be the cafe, (he refumed,) 
thou art mine from this moment. Follow 
me." This I did, without making any far- 
ther reply. 

TMs cavalier, who mtght be about thirty 
years of age, and was called Don Abel, lodg- 
ed in a houle where he pollellcd a very hand- 
fomc apartment. He was by profeffion a 
gamefter, and we lived together in this man- 
ner: In the morning I cut as much tobacco 
for him as would fill five or fix pipes, brulh- 
cd his clothes, and went for the barber to 
ihavc him, and drels his whilkers. After 
which he went out, and made a tour unong 
the tennis coum» from whence tw returned 
about 
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Aout eleven or twelve o'clock at niglit. Hut 
each morning before he went ont, he gave me 
three ryaJs for my day's expenfe, leaving' 
me at liberty to do what I pleafcd until ten 
o'clock at night: he was very well fatisfiej 
with me, provided he found me at home when 
he returned : he ordered a doublet and hole- 
of livery to be made for me, fo that I lodced 
like a page of a lady of the town. I was 
very well latjsfied with my place, and certainly - 
} could not have found one more agreeable to 
my humour. 

1 had led thrs happy life almoll a whole 
month, when my mafter aflted if I was pleafcd 
with his. behaviour. I anfwercdj that I could' 
not be mwe fo. '* Well then, (he refumcd,) 
we fhall fct out to-morrow for Seville, whi- 
ther my affain call me. Thou wilt not be 
forty to fee that capital of Andalufia ? 

" H« that hath not Seville feeflj 
^faiA the proverb) 

Is notraveHer^ I ween." 

I afiured him, that I was ready to follow him 
whitherfoever he fliouid go. That very day, 
(be Seville carrier came to his lodging, to 
fetch a large coffer that contained all he 
moveables ; and in the morning we fet out for 
Andalufia. 

Signior Don Abel was fo lucky at play, that 

he never loft, except when he chofe to lofe. 

This taJcm often obliged him to change Iwa 

place 

,: ,,.,Gi>o!5lc 
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place of habicadon, that he might avoid th<!-' 
refentment of dupes;, and this was the caufe- 
of our prefent journey. Being. arrived at-Se-- 
ville, we took lodgings near the gate of Cor- 
dova,, and. began to livw as we had lived at. 
Toledo;, but m^mafter found a difference be- 
tween thefe .two cities;. In the tennis courts.^ 
of Seville, he nnet with gamefterswho played, 
as fuccefsfully as he,, fo that he came home, 
fbmetimes' very much oul (^ humouri- One; 
morning, being, chs^rined. at the lofs of one- 
hundred piftoles which he ventured the pre^- 
ceding (ky, he afced why. I had not catricd 
the dirty linen to a woman whom he employed. 
to waih. and, perfume it. I anfwered, that I^ 
had forgot. Upon. which, falling, into . a. paf-- 
fion, he gave me half-a-dozen boxes or the: 
face, fo rudely,, than he made me lee more, 
candles than ever burnt in Solomon'.s temple. - 
"There, little wretch, ((aid he,), there is fomc- 
thing tomakc you mind yourbufinefs.. Muft. 
1 be always at your tail> ro tell you what you^ 
have to do? why we you not iis ready to work, 
as to eat ? are you . fuch a beail> as to be in- 
capable of' anticipadng. my orders and occa— 
iions ?" Sa.ikying,.. he went out of his apart- - 
ment, leaving: me very, much mortified lat dw 
blows I had received for fuch a iHght fault. . 
I 'don't know what adventure happened to htm. 
foon after in the tennis court, but one even- 
ing he came home vary mueh heated,, and 
faid> "Scipio,. I am refolved to gotalcalyi, 
aodmuft embvk.tbcday afccrto-mviTOw, in. 
aibip 
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afliip bound for Genoa. I have my own rca- 
£>n3 for makihg that voyage j wilt thou noc 
accompany me, and lay hold of fuch a fuc 
eccafion to iee the moft deti^tful countty iar 
die world ?" I Cud 1 would, but at the fame 
dme propofed to dilappear juft when he iih- 
tended to'emUark. I thought I would rt- 
lenge my^f of him in- this manner^, and was- 
very well ^afcd with the fcheme,, which I 
could not help imparting, to a.profeired'brava> 
whom I met liv the ftreet ; for, fince my arrii- . 
val at Seville,. I had contraited fomc bad ac- 
quaintances, and this in particular. I told: 
him in.what:nunner,. andjor what I had beea 
buffeted, then conHnunicatcd: my dcfign of" 
reaving. Don Abel when he ftiould be jiMt 
ceady^ to go. oa board,, and aOted his c^ioion. 
of my refolution.. 

The bravo frowncd;whilftheliftened"tome5 
and twirled the curls of his muftachioi then,, 
blaming, my mafter with an air. of gravity,. 
" Littlegentleman, (faidhe,) you are difho- 
DOured forever, ifyou reftriftyourfelfto that 
frivolous revenge which you. have hatched^ 
It is. not enough to let Don Abel depart by 
himfelfi tl^t would not be punifhment fiif- 
Bdent. The chaftiiement muft be propor- 
tioned to theinjury. Let us therefore carry 
off his goods and'money, which wewiUlharc 
Bke brothers after he is gpnc." AJthoughl was 
n^uraUy inclined to thieving^ I was frightened 
at the propofal of fuch an important rob- 
bery. Neverthekis, the arch rogue who made 
if. 



88 ADVEN-TURES OF 

it, did not fail to perfuade mc to it i and you' 
Ihall hear the fuccefs of our enterprize. The 
bravo, who was a big ftrong fellow, came to- 
our lodging next day in the twilight, when T 
fhowcd him the coffer in which my mafter had- 
already fecured his effefts, and afked if he 
could carry fuch a weight. " Such a weight 1- 
(faid he,) know,, that when the bufinefs is to 
carry off the goods of another, I can lift Noah's 
ark." So faying, he flung the coffer on his 
Jhoulders with eafe, and went down flairs with 
it upon tip-toes. I followed him with fome 
caution, and we were juft going out at the 
ftreet-door, when Don Abel, brought thither 
lo fcafonably by his good genius, appeared all 
of a fudden. 

" Where art tMu gofng with the coffer ?" 
((aid he). I was fo confounded, that I flood; 
filent, and the bravo feeing the aflrair mifgive^ 
threw down his load, and betook himfelf to 
flight,, in order to avoid e^lanacions. " Where 
art thou going with the coffer ?" ((aid my 
maflier for the fecondrime.) ' " Sir, (anfwCred 
I, more dead than alive,) I am going to carry 
it on board the fliip in which you are to 
embark to-morrow for Italy." " Ha ! (he 
replied,) doft thou know in what ftiip I in- 
tended to fail?" "No, Sir, (faidi,) but I 
have a tongue in my head, and I Ibould have 
' enquired at the hMt)oiir, where foine bodjr 
would have certainly told me." At this my 
anfwer, which he rurpe6ted, hed»-ted fuch a 
fiirious look at nie, diacl was afraid of a ie- 

COIldi^ 
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cond beating. " Who ordered you (cried he) 
tobringmycoffcroutof the houfef "You 
yourfejf (faid I.) Don't you remember how 
you upbraided me fome days ago ? Did not 
you fay while you beat me, that you cxpt&~ 
ed I would prevent your orders, and do what 
was proper for your fervice of my own sc-^ 
cord ? Now, it was in confcquence of this di- 
reftion, that I employed otic to carry your 
coffer to the ftiip." The gamcfter obfcrvii^ 
that I was more mtfchierous than he Imagin- 
ed, difmifled me immediately, faying, with 
an airof indifference, "Go, Mr. Scipio, and 
heaven be yoiir guide. I don't choofe to play 
with people who have Ibmedmes a card too 
many, fonietimes one too few. Get out of 
my fight, (added he, to another tone,) left I 
make you ftog without your gamut." i faved 
htfi) the trouble of tcpeatii^ hti demand, 
and got off in a twjnldiag, being wotmdiljr 
afraid that he would flr^ me of mydktdies. 
which however he hickrly fpared. I walked 
ibngdie ftreet, confidering where Icouk) lay 
with my two ryah, ^ich conftituted my 
whole ftock. I arrived at the gate of the 
archbi&op's palace ; and as hk grace*^ fuj^ier 
vis then drefTing, an ^reeable favour iflued 
from the kitchen, and dtfiiifed icfelf a whol: 
league around. " Zooks ! (faid I to myjelf,) 
I Ihould like to difpatdi one of thofe ragouts 
which falute my nofe. I Ihould evtn be con- 
tented with an (q>portunity of dipping my 
ibur fingers and tluimb in it. What ! can't 
IfiUl 
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I fallt^n fome method oftafting thefe dain-^ 
tin that fmell fb Kgreeablj' ; the thing does 
not feem fo impoffible;" I whetted my imagi- 
Badon accordingly, and, by> dint of mufui^ 
hatched a trick, which I immediately put ii^ 

fraftice, and which fucceeded to my wi(h< 
entered the court of the palace, and running 
towands the kitchen, cried as k>ud as I could. 
Help ! help ! ai if I had been purfued b^ 
Ibme alTainn. 

At my rq)eated cries, Mr, Diego^ the arch- 
1)Hhop's cook, with two or three fcullionsy 
came running out to know the caufe ; and 
feeing no body but me, afked why I made 
jlich a iu>ife. " Ah ! Sir, (faid I, pretending 
to be frightened almoft out of my wits,) fbi: 
the love of Sr, Pplycarp, ■ pray fare mc fromr 
the fiiry of a braVodiat wants to kill me." 

" Where is this bravo ? (cried Diego) you 
are quite alone, without fo much as a cat at 
your hceh. Goy n^ child, lay afidc your 
fear. It was probat^ fome body who wanted' 
to terrify yoU' for his diverfion, and wha 
did well not to follow you into this palace; 
for, if he had^ we fhould have cut off his 
ears." "No» no, (laid I to the cookf) he did: 
not purfue mc for his dtverfion. He is a big 
ill-looktng fdlow, who intends to ftrip me,, 
and waits hard by in: the ilreet to- catch, me as 
I go out." ^ He fhiUl wait a long time thcn^ 
(he replied), for you fhatl ftay here till to- 
morrow, and want for neither fupper noc 
bed." 

E wa». 
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I was tranfported with }oy,.when I heard 
the words; and it was a ravifhig fi^t to 
me, wheii> being conducted into the kitchen 
by Mr. Diego, I beheld the preparations for 
his grace's fupper. I reckoned fifteen perfbns 
at work, but I could not number the difhes 
that I faw, fo careful had Providence been in 
behalf of the archbilhop. It was then, that 
feafting upon the fteams of the ragouts which 
I had only fmelled afar off before, I became 
acquainted with fcnfuality. I had the honour 
to fup and fleep with the fcullions> whofe. 
fHendlhip I gained to that degree, that next 
day, when I went to thank Mr. Diego for the 
afylum he had fo generoufly afforded, he faid, 
" Our kitchen lads tell me> they would be 
glad to have ]n>u for a comrade, they like 
your hun:iourro well: would you choofe to be 
their companion ?" I anfwered, " That if I 
enjcnred that piece of good fortune, I fhould 
think myfelfperfcaiy happy." " If that be 
the cafe, my friend, (faid.he,) look upon your- 
felf fronri this moment as an officer of the pa- 
lace." So faying, he went and prefented me 
to. the major-domo, who, on account of my 
fprighdy look, judged me worthy to be re- 
ceived aniong the turn-fpits. 

I was no iboner in poffcflion of fuch an. 
honourable employment, than Mr. Diego,. 
according to the ciAom of cooks in great fa- 
milies, who privately fend vidiuals to their 
miftrcfles, chofe me to carry to a certain lady 
in the neighbourhood fometimestoins of veal> 
and 
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iind Ibmctimes fowl or venifbn. This good 
lady was a widow fcarce turned of diirty, very 
handfomc, very fmart, and to all appearance^ 
not over faithful to her cook, who not only 
forniflied her with victuals, bread,, fugar, and" 
oil, but alfo provided her in good wine, all at 
the expence of the archbifliop. 

I was effedhialiy improved in die palace of 
his grace, where I played a very [Jeafant prank 
which is ilill fpoken of at Seville. The pages 
and fomc other domefticks, in order to cele- 
brate their mafter's birth-day, took it in thek 
heads to reprefent a comedy. They chofe 
that of the Beiiavides * ; and as they had occa- 
fion for a boy of mv age, to pky the part of 
the young King of Leon, they caft their eyes- 
nbon me. The major-domo, who piqued 
. himfelfupon his talent of declamation, under^ 
took to infh-u£l me ; and after he hud given' 
mc a few lefibns, affured them, that 1 mould 
notbethe worft zGtor in the play. Asour maf- 
ter was at the expcnfc of the entertainment, no 
coft was fparcd to render it magpificent. A 
theatre was buikin the hrgeft hall of. the pa- 
lace, and decorated with great tafte. There 
was a bed of turf made in the back fcene, on- 
which I was to appear afleep, and the Moors, 
.fall upon me to make iTie prifoner. When the 
.actors were pcrfcdt in their parts, the arch- 
bifliop fixed the day for the reprefentationi and* 
did not fait to invite the moft confiderabie. 

1 Spiiiii delccnded' 
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noblemen and ladies of the city to come and 
fee it. The day being come, each sAor was 
bufied with his drcls. As for mine, it was 
brought to me by a taylor, accompanycd by 
■our major-domo ; who, having been at the 
trouble of teaching me my part, was alfopleaf- 
■ed to iiipcrintend my dreft. The tailor clothed 
me wirh a rich velvet robe, trimmed with 
gold lace and buttons, with hanging fleevea 
adorned with fringe of the fame metal -, and 
the major-domo himlbir placed upon my head 
a. crown of paper, powdered with a quantity 
of fine pearls, intermixed with falfe ftonest 
Befidcs they girded me with a falh of pink- 
coloured filk wrought with lilk flowers j and 
every thing they faid to me feemed to lend 
me wings to run away with the plunder. At 
length the play began about twilight. I opened 
xhe Icene, by pronouncing Ibme verfes, im-, 
|X)rtingj that being unable to keep m^elf 
awake, I was going to abandon myfelf^ to flum- 
ber; at the fame time, I withdrew, and laid 
down on the bed of turf which had been pre- 
pared for me ; but tnftead of falling afleep, I 
began to confider how I could get into the 
ftrcet and cfcape with my rofal robes. A 
Jittle private ftair that led down under the the- 
atre in the hall, feemed proper for the exe- 
cution of mydeiign. 1 accordingly got up 
nimbly, and feeing that nobody took notice 
of me, Qipt down that ftair' which conHudted 
me into the hall, the door of which I gained, 
crying, " Room, room, I am going to chapge 
niy 
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- my drefs. Every one made way for me> fo 
that in lefs than two minutes I got out of the 
palace with impunity, and 1^ &vour of the 
night repaired to the houfe of A bravo of my 
acquaintance. . 

He was perfeftly aftonifbed to fee me in that 
garb; and when I imparted the a^u*. he 
la\ighed until he was ready to burft ; then em- 
bracing me with fo much the more Joy, as he 
ftattered himfelf with the hope of maring the 
^ils of the king of Leon, he congratulated 
me on having performed fuch a fine firoke, 
and cold me, that if I vteat on at that rate, my 
genius would one day make a great noiie in the 
world. After we had fufHciendy made our- 
felves merry, ** What Ihall we do with this 
rich drefs ?" (fud I to the bravo,) who anfwer- 
ed, " Give yourfelf no trouble on that fcore. 
I know an honeft broker, who, without ex- 
{»«fluig the leaft curiofity, buys every thing 
that is brought him, provided he likes the 
bargain: to-morrow morning I will go and 
bring him hither." In efieft, the bravo went 
out next day early, leaving me a-bed in his 
room, and in two hours returned with tiie bro- 
ker, who carried a yellow bag under his arm. 
"Friend, (faid he to me,) this is Signior 
Ybagnez de Segovia, who, in fpite of the bad 
example Ihown by his brethren of the trade, 
deals with the moft icrupulous imegrity. He 
will tell you to a ferthing the value of this 
dreis chat yod wane to pare with, and you may 
depend upon his cftinution." " Yes, cer- 
faioly 
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tainl^, (faid the broker.) I muft be a Wretch 
indeed, if I prized a thing under the true va- 
lue. That is a crime with which I was never 
taxed, thank God, and no man Ihall ever kf 
itto the chat^ of Ybagnez de Segovia. Lee 
us fee the goods you want to fell, and I will 
confciennoufly tcU yoa what they are worth." 
" Here they are, (faid the bravo, Ihowing 
them,) and you muft allow, that nothing can 
be more magnificent : oblerve the beauty of 
that Genoa velvet, and the richnels of the 
trimming.*' " I am quite charmed with it ! 
(replied the bn^er, after he had viewed ic at- 
tentively,) nothing can be finer." " And 
what doyou think of the pearls c^diis crown? 
(reliimed my friend.) " If they were more 
round, (laid Ybagnez,) they would be incfti- 
mable: however, fuch as they are, I th^pk 
them very pretty, and Uke them as well as the 
reft of the drefs. , I fincereW own it, ^conti- 
nued he,) another rogue of a broker m my 
place would pretend to delpife the merchan- 
dize, that he might have it cheap, and would 
not be aihamed of oBering twenty piftoles for 
it i but I, who have fome confcience, will give 
forty." 

If Ybagnez had iaid a hundred, he would 
not then have been a juft appraifer t fince the 
pearls, alone, were well worth two hundred 
crowns. The bravo, who had a fellow-feeling 
with him, faid to me, *' You fee how fortu- 
nate you are in felling into the hands of an 
Jioneft man. Signior Ybagnez prizes every 
'thing 
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thin§, as if he was upon his death-ted." 
"That is triie, (faid the brQker,)and therefore 
I never rife or fall a farthing in my price. Well, 
"(added he) is if a bargain ? Ihall I count out 
the money to you ?" " Stay, (replied the 
bravo,) my friend muft firft try on this fuit of 
clothes, which- I dcfired you to bring for him. 
I am miftaken if they won't fit him exaftly." 
Then the broker, untying his bundle, (howed 
me a doublet and hofe, of a very good dark 
coloured cloth, with filver buttons j the whole 
ftcmingly half-worn, I got up to try this 
drefs, which, though both coo long and too 
wide, appeared to thefe gentlemen to' have 
beenmadc-onpurpofc for me. Ybagnez rated 
it at ten piftoles ; and as he never abated one 
farthing of what he alked, we were obliged to 
comity with 'his valuation. So he took thirty 
piftoles out ofhis purle, and fpread them upon 
the table j after which, he made anodier bun- 
dle of my crown and royal robes, which he 
carried off accordingly. 

When he was gone, the bravo iaid, "I am 
Tery well fatisfied with this broker." And 
good reafon he had to be ib : for, I am fure, 
he gave him one hundred piftoles, at leaft, by 
way of gratification. But he was not content- 
ed with thae fum ; he took, "without ceremony, 
the half of the money that lay on the table, 
leaving the other half to me, and faying, *' My 
dear Scipio, with thefe fifteen piftoles chat re- 
mam, 1 advifeyou to quit this city fonhwith : 
8 for-» 
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fpr, yoQ may be alTured, diat the ardib^f^^ 
wiU ^vc orders to fcarch for you every where. 
I fhoukl be extremely mortified, if, afixr hav- 
ing fignalized yourfelf by an action, which 
will do honour- to your hiftory, you fliould 
foolifhly fuffer yourfelf to be apprehended.", 
I anfwered, thac I was fully refolved to leav« 
Seville ; and in efiedt, after having boug^ a 
hat and feme fhirts, I gained the vaUt and de*. 
lightful plain thac Itretches among the vines- 
and olives, to the ancient city ofCarmona, 
and, three days after, arrived at Cordova. *. 
I lodged at an ino, as you enter the greait 
fquare where the merchants livcj and gave 
myfelf out for the fon of a good family at To- 
ledo, who travelled for my pleafure. I w^ 
well enough clothed to mal^ people believe 
this Itory, and the landlord was fi[nally con- 
vinced., by the fight of fome pftoles, which 
I let him fee as if by chan::e. It is probable,- 
itideed,,[hat my tender years -made him believe 
I was fomelictle libertine, who bad run away 
from his parents^ after having robbed them. 
Be this as it will, he did not ieem curious to 
know more than what I told him of the mat- 
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tat being, in all nkcHhooa, afHud due hk 
curiofity itilght make me change my )odptig. 
For fix lyws a day I lived very well in this 
inn, which was frequented by a good deal of 
company j there being at fuppcr in the even- 
ing no leis than twelve 'people at one table. 
It was very diverting to fee every one eating* 
without fpcaking a fylla^Ie, except one man« 
who talking inceffantly, at random, compen- 
fated for the nience of the reft Iqr hit imperci- 
nent prating. He affe£ted the wit, trfd fto- 
rics, and endeavoured, by quaint layings, to 
entertain the company, who, from time to 
dme, laughed hcanily, though not fo much 
at the brightncfs of his falUcS} as at his ridi*- 
culous behaviour. 

As for my part, T paid fo little attention to 
the difcourft of this original, that I fhould have' 
rifen from fupper without being »ble to give 
any account of what he faid, haohe not found 
means to intereft me in his ccmverfation. 
** Gentlemen, (fud he, cowards the end of 
<mr nieai,) I have kept for the delert a tnoA: 
diverting ftory ; an adventure that betel, a few 
days ago, at the paUce of the arcUiifhop of- 
Seville. I had it from a bachelor of my ac- 
quaintance, who told me that he was prefent 
when it haf^ned." Thefc words difcom- 
pofed me a good deal ; I did not doubt that it 
was my adventure which he intended to re- 
count : and I was not miftaken. This jpcrfotl 
gave a ^thful det^l of it, and even informed 
meof whati didnotkttowj Out is, what IU4}- 
5 pcaed 
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pened in die hall after my departure: and 
this you Ihall bear. 

Scarce had I betook myfelf to Big^t, when 
die Moors> who, according to the perform- 
ance which was reinrfeDted, were to carry me 
off, appeared upon the ftage, with a defign 
of furpriCng me on the bed oS turf where 
they thought I was afleep { but when they 
went to ieize the king of Leon, they were 
very much aftonifhed to find neither king nor 
knave. Theplaywu immediately interruptedi 
all the afton were per{dexcdi fome called 
Bie, Others fearchcd for mcj <uie hallooed* 
and another curled me. The ardibifliop per- 
ceiving the trouble and confufion that reigned 
behind the fcenes, afked what was the mator. . 
A page, who a&td the-Graciofo of the piece, 
bearing die prebue's voice, came out^ and faid 
to his grace : " My lord, you need not fear 
that the Moors will take die King of Leon . 
prifoneri he has cTcaped with his royal robes." 
** Heaven be praifed ! ^cried the arcWjifhop) 
he was very much in the rid\t to fly trom the 
enemies of our religion, and cfcape the chains 
which they had prepared for him. He has, 
doubdcfi, returned towards Leon, the capital 
irf'his kingd4»nt and I wiOi he may get home 
without meeting with any bad accident. Let 
no man ^ in purfuit c^him, for I Ihouki be 
forry if his Majefty received any mortification 
from ine." The pi'elate having fpoke in this 
manner, Ordered my part to be read, and the 
[fay 10 go oa. 

Fi CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Thejequel of Scipio's btftery. 

AS long as m^ money lafted, the landlord 
■"■ treated me wiih great refpedj but no 
fooner did he perceive that my finances were, 
e^xhaulled, than he looked cool uptm me,. 
picked a quarrel, and one morning early dc- 
nred me to leave his houfe. I quitted it with 
dirdain, and went into a church belonging to 
the Dominicans, where, while I heard ma(s, 
aa old mendicant came and aflced alms of 
me. I took two or three marvedis out of 
rtiy pocket, and giving therh to him, faid, 
*• Friend, pray to God to fend me fome good 
|Jace : if your prayer is heard, you Ihall not 
repent oC your devotion, ajid may depend 
upon my gratitude" 

At thefe words, the i^ggar viewed mc very 
attentively, and anlwered with a icrious air j 
" What poft would you have!" "1 could 
wilh (faid 1) to be. a lacquey in fome good 
family." He iheh afked if my occafions were 
prcfling. " They cannot be more io (I re- 
fumed:) for, if I have not the good fOT^me 
of being fetded very foon, there b no me- 
dium; I muft either die of hungefj or be- 
take myfelf to your trade." " If you are re- 
duced to fuch necelTity, (faid he,) you, who 
are not at all calculated tor our buGnefs, muft 
be in a very difagreeable fituation: but were 
you in the leaft accuftomed to ogr way of life. 
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you would prefer it to fcnrttude, which isi 
without contradiftion, inferior to beggary. 
Neverthelefc, fince you choofe to be a fcrvant, 
rather than to live a free and independent life, 
as I do, you fhall have a mafter immediately. 
Notwithftanding my appearance, I can be of 
life to you : therefore, come hither to-morrow 
at the fame hour." 

liefolved to be punftual, I returned next 
day to the fame place, wliere I had not been 
long, before the mendicant, coming up to me, 
bid me take the trouble to follow him. 1 did 
foi he conducted me to a cellarnot ferfrom 
the church ; and this was the place of his re- 
fidence. We entered his habitation ; and fit- 
ting down upon a bench, which was at leaft 
a hundred years old, he fpoke to me in this 
manner ; " A good aiftion, as the proverb 
lays, always finds its recompence ; you gave 
me charity yefterday, and that determines rnc 
to procure a place for you j and this, plealc 
God,' I win ibon perform. I am acquainted 
with an old Dominican, called father Alexis, 
who is an holy ecclcfiaftic, and great confeilbr. • 
I have the honour to run of his errands, and 
acquit myfelf in that employment with fb much 
fidelity and difcrcrion, that he never refutes to 
ufe his intercft for me and my friends. I have 
fpoke to him of you in fuch a manner, that 
he is difpofed to do you fervice; and I will 
prefent you to his reverence whenever you 
pieafc," - " There is not a moment €o lofc 
(faid I to the old b^gar :) let us go inftandy 
F 3 to 
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to the good friar." The meodicant confented> 
.and carried me forthwidi to father Alexis^ 
'«hom we found in his rootiii buly in writing 
^liritual letters. He interrupted his work to 
ipeak to me, and told me, that, at the rc- 
quefl; of the mendicant he would interelt 
himfelf in utiy behalf. *' Having been in- 
fonned (added he) that Signior Bakhazar Ve- 
.' lafquez wanted a lacquey, X wrote this morn- 
ing in your favour; and he has anfWcred 
that he will receive you implicidy on my 
recommendation. You may, thii very day, 
go to him from me -, he is my penitent and 
friend;" The monk, on this occaGon, ex- 
horted me, during three quarters of an Imu^ 
to do my duty with fidelity and diligeooe. 
He enlarged particularly on the obHgadon I 
was vmdcr to ferve Vel^quez with zeal: after 
which, he afiured me that he would okc case 
to maintain me in piy poft, provided my mat- 
ter fliould be pleafed with my bdiaviour. 
Having thanked the monk for his genero&y, 
•I came out c£ the convent with the i^e^iar ; 
who told me, dtat Signior Balthazar Vdaf- 
quez was an old rich wooilea-dr^)eri of great 
meekneJs and fimpHcity. *' I darc fay (added 
he) that you will be perfe^y hxppy in his 
^unily." I inquired where^iouts ale cidzen 
lived, and went immediately to his houfe, 
after having promifcd to make an acknow- 
ledgment to me beggar, as foon as I Jfaoukl 
take root in myplace. I entered a large fhop, 
where two well dreficd apprentices wtre walk- 
ing 
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mg to and fro, in icxpefUtton of euftomersi 
aod afldng ifthcir mafter vas'u hoine> tc^ 
theih I had a iTfbllage to him fixini fachei' 
Alexis. Ac Uie j mention of that veacrebic 
name, I was ibewn into the back fliop> wheqe 
the merchant fat ac a bureau, tunung over 
the leaves of a large day-book. I ialuted hiiQ 
with gieac rxfpc6k, faying, while I advaacod, 
*■ Signior, I am the young man whom thp 
'teverend &ther Alexis recommended to you 
■for a lacquey." " Ha ! welcome, my child, 
(faid he;) that holy man's recommendation ia 
liiffident. I receive thee into my fervice in 
-preference to three or four lacqueys that weis 
jcat by other people. It is agreed: thy wag^s 
nin up from this day forward:" - 

I had not been long in the lervice of A\» 
citizeQ, before I perceived him to be jjuil fudt 
a man as the b^gar had ,delcribed. His fim* 
piicity fcemed even fo greaf, that I could not 
lielp thinking I Ihould findfome difficulty in 
nb^aining {torn playing him fome trick or 
m^rr. He had been a widower jouf years, 
«i^ had two children ^ a Ton turned pf*^ five- 
and-twemy, and a daughter going in her 
fifteenth year, who being brought up by a fe 
vere duenna, and dircftcd by fether Alexia^ 
walked in the path of virtue ; but Galpatd 
Velafquez her brodier, though nothing had 
' been ipared in his education, had all the vices 
of a young ipendthrift. He fonxtimcs lay 
two or three nights abroad ; wid if, at his re- 
turn, his father took it into his head to re- 
F 4 primand 
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onmand Iiim, Gafpard imtjoftd- filence uJ>on 
Rim,ln a tone (till higher thah'riiatofthcold' 
ihan. ' ■ '■ ' 

' •' Scipio (faid the draper to the one day,) 
I have 3 fon ^rfio is the fole plague o£nvy life j 
he IS plunged in all manner of debauchery: a 
■circcrmftance that furprifes me very much i for 
his' education' was by no means neglefted. I 
gave him good matters, and my friend Alexis 
hath done his utmoft ciidcavour to put him 
in the right road ; but he could not fucceed : 
■Galpard is fallen into a ftate of libertinifm. 
Thou wilt fay, perhaps, that I treated him 
toa gently in the beginning of his youth; and 
that he was undone by my indulgence : but 
that was not the cafe ; he was always chaftifed 
■when I thought he deferved to be ufed with 
rigour J for, good-natured as I am, I have 
refolution enough when there is occafiofl for 
it. I have even ordered him to be confinedi 
and the confcquence was, he became more 
wicked than ever. In a word, he has one of 
thofe bad difpolitions which cannot be im- 
proved by good example, remonftrances, or 
chafttfertient. Heaven alone can work that 
miracle."' 

If I was not -much moved at the forrow of 
thir unhappy father, at leaftl pretended to be 
' ft). " How much are you to be pitied. Sir ! 
(faid li) a good man, like you, deferves to 
have a much better fon." "Heaven, my 
child, (anfwered he,) is plcafed to deprive mc 
of thattonfolation. Among other caufes which 
Gafpard 
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Gafpard gives me to complain of him, (added 
he,) I will tell thee in confidence, there is one 
tha^ makes me very uneafy ; that is, the in- 
clination which he has to rob me, and which 
he but too often finds means to (atisfy, in fpite 
of all my vigilance. The lacquey whom you 
fucceed was in concert with him, and for 
that reaJbn turned away. As for thee, I hope 
thou wilt not fufFer thyfelf to be corrupted by 
my Ion ; but efpoufe my intereft, as father 
Alexis has, doubtlefs, exhorted tliee." " That 
I'll anfwer for, (faid I ;) his reverence exhorted 
me a whole hour to have nothing in view but 
your advantage: but I can aifure you I 
had no need of being exhorted to that : I feel 
myfelf difpofcd to ferve you faithfully, and 
my zeal will prove itfelf on all occafions." 

He who hears one fide only, hears nothing. 
Young Velafi^uez, who was a devilifli beau, 
judging by my phifiognomy that I would be 
as eafily fcduced as my predcceflbr, took me 
afide into a private place, and fpoke to me 'in 
theie terms: " Hark'ee, my dear, 1 am per- 
fuaded that ipy father has chained thee to be 
a Ipy upon my actions: take caie of thyftlf: 
I give thee notice bcfore<hand, that thy em- 
ployment is none of the mod agreeable. If 
ever I perceive that' thou makeft thy remarks 
upon me, I will cudgel thee to death ; where- 
as if ihou wilt afiift me in cheating qny father, 
thou mayett depend upon my gratitude. 
Muft I be more plain with thee ? Thou (halt 
Jiave a ihaic of the purchafc. Make ihy choice 
F 5 thetetbre. 
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thereforCj and decl^uc this inftant either for 
the father or Ton i for 1 will admit of no neu- 
trality." 

" Sir, (anfwered I,) you are very ihort with 
mc i and 1 plunly perceive that I cannot help 
efpoufing your caule, though in my heart I 
fcel a reluftancy to betray Signior Vclafquez." 
" Thou oughteft to make no fcruple in Co 
doingj (replied Gafpard :) he is an old miler, 
who wants to keep mc fiill in leading firings i 
a wretch who denies mc ihe neceflanes of life, 
in refufing to furnifti me with money for my 
pleafuFcs i for pkafures are the 'neceflaries (x 
life, at the age of five-and-twenty : thou muft 
therefore look upon my father in that point 
of view." " Enough, Sir, (fwd I,) there i» 
no fuch thing as holding out againft fo juft a 
caufe of complaint. I ofier my frrvice to 
fccond you in your laudable undertakings; 
but let us conceal our mutual intelligence, 
that your faithful aflbciate may not be turned 
out -of doors. You will do well, methinks, 
in affe£ling to hate me : fpeak roughly to me 
before people, and do not fparc ill language j 
even fome boxes on the ear, and kicks on the 
breech, will not be amiis : on the contrary, 
the more marks of averlton you beftow upon 
me, the more confidence will Balthazar have 
in my integrity. As for my part, I will pre- 
tend to avoid yom- converfation : in fcrving 
you at table, I will feem to acquit myfcif 
with regret j and when 1 talk of you k> the 
a^preodccs. 
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a|^)muces, doa'c take ic ill th»t I cut at you 
wiih great bitterncfs." ■ 

«£f:ad! (cried VelafqucK, hearing n^Iaft 
words) I admirediy genius, my friend: thou 
Iheweft, at thy age, an aftotuQung cxpacixy 
for Jncriguc> from whence I conceive .the jnoA 
happy prefage ; for I hope,' wkh thy aflift- 
ancc, I Jhall not leave my father one finglc 
l^ole/' " Yowdo me a great deal of ho- 
nour (fiud 1 ) in depending fo much on my in- 
duftiy : I will do my utmofl endeavour ta 
juftify the good opinion you have otf* my un- 
deiftanding ; and if I £ai\, at Icall it fhall jiot 
be my fat:rit.^ 

It was not k>f^ before I let Gafpard fee Aat 
I wax aAuallytbe man he wanted i and this. 
is the firft fervice I did him : Bakhazar's. 
ftrong ban ftood in his chamber^ |uft by liis- 
'bed-ittle, and ferved him ti^ead of a pew&C' 
jirayer. Every time I looked ac ir> my eye- 
£^c was r^akid), and I freqoauly uld ay 
myfelfy " Friend ftroi% box, audi .thou be 
Always locked to me ? Shall I never haw the- 
■tdeafufe of contemplatiog thy contentfi-i!''^ Aft 
1 went whenever I pleaJed into this chamber,. 
which was forbid to nobody but Ga^iard, I 
happened one .day to perceive his ladwrj wlio> 
thinking himfelf -unobTcnred^ after haviiw 
c^ned and locked his ftrtmg box. concqdcd 
wc key betund a han^og, I marked the 
place well,' and imparted my dUboseiy to my 
young mafter, who embraced mc nddi joy^ 
uying, <' Ah, my dear Scipial what » chjitau 
F 6 ing. 
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■ ing piece' of news is this ! Our fortuiic is 
made, my child. 1 will this very day give 
thee wax, with which thou miyeft take' die 
imprelGon of the' key, and put it into my 
hands. lihaJl ei^ily find an obliging lock- 
fmith in Cordova -, in which, th^k heaven, 
there is no fcarcity of rogues." 

" But why (faid I to Gafpard) would you 

■ make a falfe key, when rtt& can ufe the true 
one ?" " Bccaufe (answered he) my fether, 

■ through diftruft, or fome other motive, may 
take it in his head to hide it clfewhere j and 
therefore it is better to have one for ourfelves. 
I approved of his caution ; and yielding to 
his inclination, prepared for taking the im- 
preflion of the key. This ■ was executed one 
morning early, while my old maftcr paid a 
vifit to Father Alexis, with whom he had 
ufually long converfations. This was not all i 
-I-ufed the kfty in opening the box, which be- 
ing-filled with large and fmall bags, threw 
me' ' into a charming perplexity : I did not 
know which to choofe, fuch aBrftions did I 
conceive for both kinds. Neverthclefs, as 
the fear of being lurprifed did not permit me 
to make a long fcrutiny, 1 laid hold of one of 
the largeft at a venture : then locking the 
coffer, and replacing the key behind the 
hangings, I quirted the chamber with my 
prey; which I went and concealed under my 
bed, in a fmall wardtobc where I lay. 

Having ^crfoctned thisoperanoh fo fuccefs- 

(iilly, I went immediately to the young Ve- 

6 . la^uez. 
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■ la(quez> who waited for me In alKytile «fiere 
he had' appointed to meet me, and gave him 
infinite joy; by celling what I had done. He 
was (b well latisfied, that he loaded mc with 
careffes, and generoufly offered me the half 
of the money that was in the bag : but that I 
refufed, faying, " No, no. Sir j the firft bag 
is your own; ufe it for your oecafions : I wiU 
foon return to the ftrong box, whert, thank 
heaven, there is money enough for us both:" 
In efieft, three days after this I carried off a 
fecond bag, containing, as the former, five 
hundred crowns, of which I would receive 
one fourth only, notwithftanding the prcfling 
inftancesof Gafpard, that it Ihould be eqiially 
divided between us. 

As foon as this young man found htmfelf 
well ftocked, and confequently in a condition 
to fatisfy his paflion for women and play, he 
abandoned himfelf entirely to both : he had 
even the misfortune to fall in love with one of 
thofe iamous coquets, who devour and fwal- 
low the largett: patrimonies' in a very little 
time ; and being at a terrible expence on her 
account, l^d me under the ncceflity of pay- 
ing fo many vifits to die ftrong box, that at 
length old Velaiquez perceived himfelf robbed. 
'* Scipio, (faid he one morning,) I mutt 
tell thee* a fecret : fomebody robs me, my 
friend : my ftrong box has been opened, and 
feveral bags taken out : this is certain. Who 
muft be taxed with this theft f Or rather, who 
clfe than my Ion Gafpanlj whahas entered my 
chamber 
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chamber hy A^itMhi or beea iDttodueed bf 
thee: for I gm lemf^ to bejkve ^kc his »p- 
f^mpltcci tboi^ you Jecm t» hftce one ano> 
rfierfo awjqh. Kevprthekfe, I will iwt liftea 
to my fuJpicion, fince {kther Alexis batb »»- 
fwered for thy Addltty-" i ref)Ued> that, .diank 
heaven,! never coveted toy neighbour's weaJth* 
and accompanied that lye wuh an hypocridcal 
grimace, which ferved inftead of an i^logy. 

The c^d maita &re enough, faid no mure 
of the maueri but he did not leave off to- 
eluding me in his fuffucioR i axxl caking his. 
.precaucioos againft our attempts, ordered his- 
ftrong box to be Iccured by another loek> the 
key of vhich he always kept in his pocket. 
By thefe means, all commerce betwcQo us and 
the bags being broken, we looked very filty^ 
efpecially Gafpard, who being no longer ftble 
to grati^ the euravagance of his nym|^, was 
afraid of loJing the privilegt: •£ vilkuw Jter. 
He had genius enough, however, to invent 
4n expedient which fupported his expcqce a 
few days Jonger : and that ingenious fiiift was> 
to appropriate to tuoifclf, by way of]oaQ>, 
all my fliarc of the evacuations which I .had 
performed on the ftrong box. i gaw ^c all ttx 
the very i*& pkee j and this, mcthinks^ ynt^ 
pa& for Anticij»ued reftkution which i jitadc 
-to the old merchant* 4n thcpeifonipf his hein.. 

The young man, when M had ei^^od 

this reiourfre, confidering rthat he bad ivw 

4ione kft, &U into » profound ukI j^ofony £^ 

■ofjnclancholy^ wU<^^»Jti4Uy dwol^vdhis^ 

reafon^ 
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reafoii. He looked t^xn iiis father ts the onljr 
pbwue of hU lifei be was feized with the 
rofxt violent defpairi and, without Uilemng 
to the vmcc of Nature, the wretch conceived 
the honiUe defign of peifooing his parcot. 
He .not only comtmimcaaed this execrable pro- 



jeSt ta me, but even projx)fed that I fliould 
be the infbumein of his vengeance. Being 
ftruck with horror at the predial, " Sir (faia 



1,) is it poSibic that you fliould be Jb abandoned 
hy heaven, as to form this abomioable re- 
folution.? \yhxt! are you capable of murder- 
ing the 4Wbor (^ your own being i Shall it 
be faid, that in Spain, in the very bolbm t^ 
Chriftiatiity, a crime was committed, the very 
idea of which railes horror in the moft baiba^ 
Fous nations i NOi my dear mafter ! (added 
I, falling on my knees before him) no. you 
wUl not commit an aftion vblch would ju(Uy 
incenfe die whole vmr\d againft you, and be 
attended widi the mc^ infiunous chafttfe- 
ment." 

I fud a great many diings more to diC 
fiiade Gafpard from fudi a guilty undertaking. 
I don't know where I fbuod all the aigumena 
of a virtuous man, whkb I uicd to/combtt 
his delpair: but certain it is, I. fpoke like a 
do£bcw of Salamanca, though I'wasbutabt^, 
and no other than the foa (^ Cofcolioa. N&- 
verthelefi, in vain did i rcprefent to,him ehtt 
he ou^t to refieA feriouEly, and courageouflj 
miel thofe detefta^le feociments which had 
taken pollellioo of hia&iulj all my eloquence 
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Was ineffeftual. He hung his head,' and're' 
mained in fullen fiience j fo that I concluded • 
he would not fwerve from his xetblutionj not- 
withftandingall I could fay. 

Whereupon, I went and demanded a pri- 
vate converfation with my old matter i to 
whom, .when we were fhut up in a room to- 
gether, I faid, " SuSer me. Sir, to throw my- 
fclf at your feet, and implore your mercy." 
So faying, I fell down before him in great 
agitation, with my countenance bathed in tears. 
The merchant iurprifcd at my proflration, 
and the diforder of my looks, aiked what I 
had done: " A deed, (I replied,) of which I 
now heartily repent, and with which I wU} 
upbraid myieif as long as I live. I have been 
weak enough to liften to your Ton, and to a0ift 
him in Aeawig your money." I then made a 
linccre confelTion of all that had pafled on 
tiat fubjed : after which I gave him an ac- 
count of theconverfadon I had with Galpard, 
whofe delign I revealed, without forgetting 
the leall ctroimftance. 

- Bad as his opinion of his Ion was, ofd Ve- 
lafquez could fcarce credit my information, 
the truth of which, however, having no rea-. ' 
fen to doubt; ",Sci|MO, faid he, (raifingme, 
for I was flill on my knees,) I pardon thee, in. 
conGderation of the important notice thou haft 
given me. Gafpard, (added he, raifing his 
voice,) Gafpard has a defign upon my life I 
Ah, ungrateful Ibnl ah, tnonfter! who. had 
better bun ftifkd in tbc birtb> than allowed to 
live 
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live and become a parricide! what caulc haft 
thou to attempt my life? 1 allow thec'a.rta- 
fonable yearly fum for ihy plcafures, and thbu 

" art npt fatisfied ? Muft I permit thee to fquan- 
der away my whole fortune ?" Having uttered 
this bitter apoftrophe, he laid injun£lton6 upon 
mc to keep the fecret, and faid he Would con- 
fider what was to be dofte in fuch a delicate 
conjunfture. 

I was very anxious to know what refolution 
this unfortunate father would' take, when that 
very day he fent for Gafpard; and fpoke thus 
to him without manifcfting a tittle of what 
he had in his head. " Son, 1 have received 

' 3 letter from Merida, importing, diat if you 
choofe to marryj you may have a maiden of 
tiiat place, who is but fifteen years old, per- 
feftly handfome, and-miffirefs of a good for- 
tune i if you have no reluftance to the mar- 
riage, we will fct out early to morrow for 
Merida, vifitthe lady whois propofed, and If 

- you find her to your liking, you Ihall efpoufe 
her forthwith." Gafpard hearing mention 
made of a good fortline, which he thought 
was already in his clutches, anfwered without 
hefitadon, that he was ready to go *. fo that 
next morning at day break they departed by 
themfcives, mounted on two good mules. 

When they haid got as far as the mountains 
of Fefira, into a place as much frequented by 
robbers as dreaded by travellers, Balthazar 
alighted, defirtnghis fon'to do the fame: the 
young man obeyed, and alked the reafonof 
theic 
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dieir quitting their mules in that pbct. " I 
viU tell thee (anfw^ed the c^ man, dartti^ 
«t hnn a kwk in which his grief and indigna- 
tion were painted;) we have no bafinels at 
Merida ; and the marriage which I mention- 
ed, is only a fable I inrented to bring thee 
hither. I am n« ignorant, ungratcAU and un- 
natural Coal I am not ignorant of the crime 
which thou haft hatched ; 1 know diat I am to 
be prefented with poifon prepared by thee : 
but, fool that thou art, doft i^ou flatter thy- 
felf that thou canll dq^rive me of my lifr» 
in that manner, with impunity i Thou ait 
miftakcn, ih^ guilt would ibon be difcovered, 
and thou wouldeft pcrifii by the hand of the 
hanmnan.' There is (added be) a fiirer me- 
thod of fattatiog thy rewnge, WAboK atpofiog 
thyfelf to an ignominioui desth: we arc here 
vubout witneileii in a place where murdcra 
are committed every day; fincc thou art fo 
eftranged from my blood, plunge thy poignard 
ittw my bofbm, and t^e murder will be im- 
puted to robbm." So %ing, Balthasai btu-- 
ing his brcaft, and pointing to hii Jiear^ 
<* Hece Ga^)aid, (added he,) ftrike tbcjnof- 
tal blow, and puniih me for having g^ca be- 
ing w fuch « wretch as thee." 

Youtig VelalqueK, thuadcfftruck at' tbcie 
words, wr from feeWi^ to juftify himfelf, 
iel), without ftnfc or motjctn, at lus fat^r's 
feet. The good old man freing him in that 
condition, which ieemed to be the beginnii^ 
of jcpc;ntance« could not help yielc^g to hia 
paternal 
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paternal ireaknefi, ind of flying to Ins siffift^- 
ance: but Gidpard no fooner rccorczed the 
ufe of his rcaibn, than, being unable to i>ear 
the prefence of a &ther fo jultiy incenfedi he 
made an cthrt to get up, mounted his mule, 
and rode off* withcKib fpeaking a word.' B^ 
chazar let htm go, and leaving him to the re- 
nioHe.of his own confcieace, returned to Cor- 
dova, where, fix mmths after, he learned that 
{lis Ton had thrown faimleU' ioto the monaftery 
of Canhufians at Seville, there to pala the 
reft of his days in penittoce. 

CHAP. XII. 
The cmelujm of Seipio's ISftery. 

BAI3 examfde Jbmctimes produces good 
effe^. The cofldua of young Velafques 
made me refieA ferioufly upon my own : I 
b^an to combat my tiuerifh inclinations, and 
' Jive like an hcnieft maa. The habit of ieizing 
.an the money I could lay my hands on, waa 
io much confirmed in me, by repeated a£t), 
chat it was not eafUy vanquifhed. Neverthe- 
leTs, 1 4Jd not de^air of fucceeding, imagin- 
ing, that to become virtuous, required only a 
iincere defire of being &. I therefore und«-- 
took this great woik, and heaven feemed to 
ble& ipy efibrts ; I no longer beheld the old 
merchant's ftrong box wim a covetous eye; 
«iid I believe that had k been in my power, I 
Qiould not have touched one of lus b^: I 
own^ 
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cwn, hovever*- that it would have been 707 
imprudent in him, to pat my infant integrity 
to-iuch a proof; and^ thefefore, Vclafquez 
took care not to do k. . . 
, Don Maniiqacz de Medrano, a young 
■gchtletnan, and knight of the order orAican->- 
■tara^ came frequently to our houfcj we had 
•his. cuftom, and if he was nor the beft, he was, 
at tcaft the vnoCt noble of tho& who ufed the 
. ihop. i had the good fortune to pleale' that 
cavalier, who, every time he met me, encou- 
raged me to fpeak, and fcemed to liHen with 
pleafure to what I faid. " Scipio, (faid hc" 
one day,) if I had aJacquey of thy humour, I 
Ihould think myfelfinpoffeffion of aireafure; 
and if thou didft not belong to a man, fjr 
whom I have a regard, I wotm do my endea- 
vour to debauch thee fiom.his fervJce." " Sir, 
(faid I,) you would find it a very eafy- talk.: 
for I have an inclination to ferve people, of 
.quahcy, that is my foible, lam channed by 
tfieir eafy behaviour." " If that be the cafe, 
(replied Don Manriquez,) I will defire Signior 
Balthazar to confent to thy leaving him and 
coming into my fervicc j I don't believe he 
;Will rcfufe me that fevour." Indeed, Velaf- 
•que2 granted it the more ealily, as he did not 
think the lofs of a roguiih lacquey irreparaUe-: 
for my own part, I was glad of the changes 
the valet of a citizen appearif^ to me a mere 
ijeggar ,in coQiparifon to the lacquey o£a 
knightof Alcantara. 

To 
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To draw.fl-^thful fiiaurcofrtiyhew pa- 
iron, I muft tell yoO that he was a carilier 
endowed with a mofl amiablC' perfon, aad 
with fuch fweetncfs of temper aad culrivai^l 
undcrtttnding as captivated every body wba- 
knew him : beiidcs, he had a great deal of 
courage and probity, and wanted hdthing'buc 
fortune: being cadet of a family more iiluftri- 
ous than rich, he was obliged to fubfift at the 
expence of an old aunt who lived at Tol6J<^. 
and who loving him as her own &n, took cai9 
to 6jrnifh him with what money' he wanted ;- 
he went always handfumely drcHed, andl wav 
perfectly well received evtfry where. He viCt.' 
ed the principal ladies of the city, and ahioi^ 
others, the marchionefs of Almenara, a 
widow of feventy-two years of agej who, 
by her engaging behaviour and agreeable wit, 
allured the whole nobility of Cordova to her 
houfe. Men as well as women delighted in 
^er converfation> and her family was Qj]sd 
the pelite con^Mty. 

My matter, who was one of the moft afli- 
duous vifitors of that lady. Came home &om 
her houle, one evening with an enlivened look 
that was not natural to him : upon which, I 
Cud, " Signior, you feem to be ftrangely 
clr^ed: may your faidiful fervant alk the 
caufe ? hath not ibmething extraordinary hap. 
pened?" The knight fmiled at thatqueffion, 
and owned he was actually cngrofled by a fe- 
riom converfadon which he had enjoyed with 
die tnarchicHiels of Almenara. " I h^arolf 
wiih 
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nHh (laid I lat^jung,) dur the (Iqaerimuatcd 
coaftnuy have made a dcdantion tif love m 
ytM," ** Jeftii^ afuu (anfwcrcd he,) know, 
ttigr frietxl, diat I am reaUf beloved bf dw 
xurchione&." ** Cbevatier (laid i}ie to me,) 
I know die finadhids of your foitune, as well 
m the noMcncfi of your birdi ; I hare an in- 
eGaackmfor jrou, andamrelblvedto makejwu 
cafy in yow drcumftances, by marrying you, 
at I cannot decently make your fortune any 
odier wvf. I know very weU that this mar* 
liage will bring upon me the ridicule of the 
voiidi diat loindal will be very bafy at my 
cipence t and dtat, in Ihort, I Ihall pa& for. 
Ml old &iol» who muft needs have another huf- 
butd. No matter, I intend to deffMle flander, 
iji order to make pu happy : all that I fear 
(added Ihe,) is, that you may pofTdjly have » 
lelo&ance to comjidy with my * intentions. 
Thii (continued die knight) is the fubjcft of 
her difcourfe, which furprifed me the more, 
as (he it the moft virtuous and prudent woman 
in Cordova} I anfnered, therefore, I Wai 
aftonifhed Ihe Ihould do me the honour <3( 
offering me her hand; ihe who had always 
perfifted in the refolution of prcfin^ng her 
widowhood to the laft: to this Ihe replied^ 
thu having a confidenible eftate, the fhould be 
glad in her life-dme, to Ihare it with a man of 
honour, whom ihe efteemed." " You are 
then, I fuppofe, (fatd I,) determined to hazard 
die loqi." ** Canfl: thou doubt it? (he re- 
plied.)* The marchioneis pofi^fles immenft 
wealth, 
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wnldi, H^;Rher with excelknt qualitkt badi 
of the heart and headi and I mufl: hxn k^ 
my judgment indeed, if I rcjcAed fiich an 
adranti^eous fettlcmenr.'* 

I rctf much ^tprovcd of my mafter*s de- 
fign, to I^ hold of this fur eccafion to make 
his fortune, and even adTifed him to pulfai 
mattcn, fo much was I afnud to fee her incli- - 
nations change. Luckily the lady, who had 
the affair ftiU more at heart thui I had, ^ve 
fixh expeditious orders, that the preparations 
Mm iboo made for her marriage. As foon •« 
it was known at Cordova, that the <^ mar« 
chionels of.Ahnenara wai going to marry 
youog Don Manriquea de Medrano, the wu 
hegia to make tbemrelres merry at the wi* , 
dow's expence : but in vain did diey exhauft 
their ftock of raillery, they could not divert 
her fiom her dcfign ; flie let ibe whole city 
tllk, and folkiwcd her kniffbt CO the altar i 
their nuptiah wen celebrann with fuch fplen- - 
dour as alTbrded new matter ft? fcandal. " The 
bride (fiud they) mig^t have, at leaft for ihe 
Take of decency, fupprefli^ all noife and 
pomp, which but ill bec<Hnes old widows who 
marry yoei^ hufbands." 

The niarchtone&, inftead of ]^]pearing 
afhamed of being, at her age, wife «> the che- 
v^ier, indeed herfelf without coiW^int, in 
the joy i^ch Ihe felt on dm occafion : Ihe 
had a mad entertainment at her houfe, ac- 
companied by s conOtt of mufic, and die 
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fitift :en4ad in « ball, at which were . pr^^nc 
4l . the nobility jof Cordova. Towards the 
end (^' Ae boll, otv new married coujple flipt . 
off and met in an apartment, where beii^ Ihut 
in> "with u waiting woman and me, the mar- 
chibnefs ad<it^l^ed herlelf, to my. mafter in 
diefe worda: "JDon Manriqupz, this i? your 
apartment ; mine is in ajrother part , of the 
houtej we ijviU pals the night in leparate cham- 
bers, and in the day we will live together, like 
mother and ion.". The knight was, at firft, mif- 
taken, and. believ^. that thelady talked thus, 
ooly .to iengage hun to offer foft violence to 
her delic^ t imagining, therefore, that he 
ought, out of pure politenefs, to a6t the paT- 
fionate lover,- he approached her, and eagerly 
endeavoured to ferve her in quality of valet dc 
chambrc; but Ihe, far from allowing him to 
iindrefe her,' pulhed hitnaway with a lerious 
air, faying: ". Hold, Don Manriquezi if yQU 
take mfe.for agn of thole amorous old widows 
yitho many • again out of- frailty, you are de-. 
c?ived ; I did not efpoufe you, to make you 
buy the- advantages' which you will reap from 
oyr contraft qf marriage ; ihefe are the pure 
offerings of my heart, and I exai^ oothii^ in 
return but fi!Dtiuje»ts of fr^n^lbip." So. fay- 
ing, ll>e lefc<ny ipaAer, and me in our apvt- 
ment, and retired into her own, . widi her wait- 
ing-njaid, abfolu^ly .forbidding the chevalier 
to follow her. . 

Afqa-herretrca^weicemainsdagood Jfhijc, 

confounded at what we bad heard, " Scipio, 

(faid 
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(faid my mafter,) didft ihou ever hear fuch a 
difcourfe as that of the marchioliels ? What 
doft rhou think of fuch a lady ?" "I thtn!<:. 
Sir, (anfwered I,) that llie has not her fellow ; 
you are happy in having fuch a wife, which is 
like the poITeffion of a benefice without cure 
of fouls." " As for my part (replied Don 
Mam-iquez) I adn:iire a fpoule of fuch an ia- 
eftiinablccharatfter, and I intend to compen- ■ 
- fate, with all imi^inable attention, the lacriBce 
which ihc makes to her delicacy." Having 
converfed Ibme time about the latly, we went 
to reft J I upon a truckle-bed in a wardrobe, 
and my mafter in a fine bed prepared for him, 
where, I believe at bottom, he was not forry 
to lie alone, and td be quit for his fear only. 

The rejoicings began again next day, and 
the new married lady appeared in fuch good 
humour, as to afford fcope to the railers. She 
was the firft to laugh at what they feid ; nay> 
^ven excited others to laugh, by receiving their, 
fellies with a good grace. The knight, for 
his part, feemed no leis fatisBed with his 
fi»ufc ; and by the tender glanCes widi which 
he looked and Ipoke to her, one would have 
thought that old age was his tafte ; this hap.- 
py couple had in the evening a new converfa- 
tion, in which it was decided, that, withou^ 
difturbing one another, they ihould live, for 
the future, in the fame manner as before 
marriage: mean while I muft do Don Man- 
riquez the juftice to fay, that out .of confi- 
deration for Iiis ivife, he did what few huf- 
VoL. iv. G bands 
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bands would have done in his place : he a- 
bandoned a g^rl in the city, whom he loved, 
and by whom he was beloved ; being refolved 
(as he faid) to maintain no commerce which 
would feem to infuir the delicate conduft of 
his wife towards him. 

While he gave this old lady fuch ftrong 
marks of gratitude, (he repaid them with ufu- 
ry, though flie was ignorant of this behaviour, 
and made him mafter of her ftrong box, which 
was even bettw replenilhed than that of Ve- 
lafquez; as Ihe had retrenched her houfe- 
kccping during her widowhood, Ihc put it 
again on the fame footing on which it had been 
iti the life-time of her firft. hufband : flje in- 
creafcd the number of her Icrvants, filled her 
flable with horfes and mules j in a word, by 
her generofity, the chevalier, who was the 
pooreft, became the richeft knight of Alcan- 
tara. You will alk, perhaps, what I got by 
iril this ? 1 received fifty piftoles from my 
miftiefe, and one hundred from my mafter, 
who, moreover, made me his fecretary, with 
an appointment of five hundred crowns j h^ 
had even fo much . confidence in my iiuegfity, 
that he created me his treafurer. 

" His treafurer !" (cried I, interrupting Sci^ 
piowitha loud laugh.) " Yes, Sir, (here- 
plied with a dry ferious look,) no lefs than his 
treafurer i and I'll venture to fay, that I ac- 
quitted myfelf in that employment with ho- 
nour. True it is, 1 am, perhaps, fomewhac 
indebted . 
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indebted for cafh ; for, as I Kick my wagci 
per advance, and quitted die knight's fervice 
fuddenly, -it is not impoQible thac I may now 
be in arrears : at any rate, it is the lafl: re- 
proach that I have deferved, having always 
afted with probity fincc that rime. 

I was, therefore, (continued the fon of CoC- 
colina) fecretary and treafurer to Don Manri- 
quez, who (eemed as well fatisfied with me 
as I was with him J when he received a letter 
from Toledo, importing that his aunt Donna 
Theodora Mofcofo was at the point of death. 
He fet out inftandy to fee that lady,' who hitd 
been a mother to him for many years ; and I 
accompanied him jn this journey, together 
with a valet de chambre and one lacquey. 
Being all mounted on the belt horfes in our 
ftables, we foon got to Toledo, where we 
found Donna Theodora in foch a condition as 
gave us hopes that fhe would not die of that 
diflemper j and truly our prognoftic, though 
contrary to that of an oH phyfician who at- 
tended her, was verified by the event. 

While the health of our good aunt was re- 
eftabliftiing, left, perhaps, by the remedies 
fhe took, than by the prefence of her dear ne- 
phew> Mr. Treafurer pafled his time as agree- 
ably as he could, with young people, whott; 
acquaintance foon introduced him to occafions 
of fpcndinghis money. They fomciimes car- 
■ ryed me to the tennis court, where they engag- 
ed mc in play j and as I was not fo cxpeit a 
gamefter as my matter Don Abel, I loft much 
G 2 ofteoer 
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-ofener than I won. I conceived infenfiMy an 
inclination for play i and in had entirely aban- 
■doned myfclf to that paflioni it wouMv doubt- 
lefi, have compelled oie to take from our ca(h 
fome quarters o{ my idlowance per advance : 
but luckily, love (avcd both my own virtue 
•nd my matter's money. One day, as I pafled 
by the church Je los Reyes, I perceived, through 
.a lattice, thecurtainsofwhich were withdrawn, 
a young maid, who feemed rather a divinity 
than a mortal. I would ufe a term dill ttrong- 
er, if there was any, to denote the impreflipn 
which fhc made upon my heart. I made it 
my bufinefs to get information about her, and 
by dint of enquiry, le.arned that her nanie 
was Beatrice, and that Ihc was waiting-mmd 
to l5onna Julia, fccond daughter of the Count 
de Polan. 

Beatrice interrupted Scipio with a loud 
laugh; then addrcSing hcrfelf to my wife, 
•* Beautiful Antoria (faid (he,) pray look 
.ileadfaftly on me. Don't you think I have the 
air of a djvinity ?" " You had at that time jn 
my eyes, (faid Scipio to hctj) and fince I no 
longer futpeft your fidelity, you feem to me 
.fairer than ever." My fecretary, after fucha 
g^Iant repartee, purfued his hiftory thus. 

This difcovery quite inttamed me: not 
indeed with a legitimate ardour, for I ima- 
gined that I Ihould caQly triumph over her 
vtrtUCj by prefents capaiile of fhaking it ; but 
I judged amils of the chafte Beatrice. In v^ 
did I ofkr her (by means of mercenary wqmeo^ 
my 
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mypurfi: and afFcftion: (he rejeftird my pro- 
pofal , with difdain. Her rcdftance incrcaftsj' 
mydcfires. I h:id recotirfe to ths lafl cxpedi- 
dicnr, and offered my hand, which Jhe accept- 
ed! when fhe knew that I was lecretary and 
treafurcr to Don Manriquez. As we thought 
it convenient to conceal our marriage for fome 
time, we were wedded privately, in-preftnceof 
Dame Loren^ Sephora, governcfe of Sc- 
raphina, and Ibme other domcfticks belong- 
ing to" the Count de Polan-. As foon as I had 
fflirried Beatrice, (he facilitated the means of 
feeing and converfing with her at night in the- 
garden," into which I introduced' myftlf by a 
little door, of which (he give me the key". 
Never were man and wife happier in one an- 
otherthan Beatrice and I. We waited witK 
equal impatience for the hour of rendezvous> 
ran thither with equal' cagerncfs; and [he time 
which we fpent together, though Ft was fome- 
times pretty l(Mig, fcemed but a moment to 
both. 

One night, which was as &tal.to me as the 
others had been propitious, I was forprifed, at 
entering the garden, to find the little door 
open. I was alarmed by this uncommon event, 
from whence I conceived a bad omen. I grew 
pale and trembled, as if I had forefcen what 
was to happcni and advancing in the dark 
towards an arbour where I u{ed to converfe 
with my wife, I heard the voice of a nun. 1 
Hope all of a fudden, to liften, and my car 
was immediately faluted with thefe words, 
G 3 "Don't 
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'< Don't let mc languifti then, my dear Bea- 
trice ! complete my happinefs, and confider 
that your fortune is conneifled with it." In- 
ftcad of having patience to hear him to an 
end, I thought there was no occafion for know- 
ing moTz. A jealous (ury took pofleflion of 
my foul; and breathing nothing but ven- 
geance, I drew my fword, and went haftily 
into the arbour. '* Ah ! cowardly feducer, 
(aied I,) whofocver thou art, thou ftialt fooncr 
deprive me of life, than rob mc of my hor 
ndur." So faying, I attacked the cavalier who 
was talking to Beatrice. He put himfclf im- 
mediately into a pofture of defence, and fought 
like a man who underftood the art much better 
than I, who had only received a few leflbns at 
Cordova. Neverthelefs, fwordfman as he 
was, I made a pufti which he could not parry, 
or rather his foot dipt. I faw him^ fall; 
and imagining that I had wounded him mor- 
tally, fled as fall as my legs could carry me, 
without anfwering Beatrice, who called me. 

" Yes, really, (faid his wife, interrupting 
him,) I called in order to undeceive him. The 
cavalier with whom I converfed vras no other 
than Don Fernand de Leyva. That noble- 
man, who loved my miftrefs, Juli^, had form- 
ed a refolution of carrying her off by force, 
believing it impoOible to obtain her by any 
other means i and 1 myfelfhad given him a 
meeting in the garden, to concert with him 
the ftcps of that undertaking, on which he 
aiTured me my fortune depended: but in vain 
did 
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did I call my hufband; he avoided me as a 
wife that had been unfaithful to him.". 

"My fituation at that rime was furh (re- 
fumed Scipio) as rendered me capable of 
committing any thing. Thofe who know by 
fxperience what jealoufy is, and to what extra- 
vagance it drives the foandeft underftandings, 
will not t)e furprifed at the difordcr which it 
produced in my weak br:iin. 1 undcrwent-a 
momentary tranfuion from one extreme to 
another. I felt the emorions of hatred fucceed 
thofe of tendernefs, which I had entertained 
for mywife a moment beforehand made an 
oath to abandon and banlfh her for ever from 
my memory. Befides, I thought I had killed 
a cavalier j and in that opinion, being afraid 
of falling into the hand of juftice, fuffered 
diat inconceivable anxiety which inceflkntly 
purfueslikea fury, the man who has done a - 
bad adtion. In tliis horrible fituationj • my 
whole care being to efcape, I did not go 
home, but inftantly quitted Toledo, having 
no other bagg^;e than the cloches on my back-. 
True, indeed, I -had in my pocket flxty piP ■ 
toles, which were a pretty good ' refource to 
a young man who propofed to live all his life 
in fervice. 

I walked all night long, or rather ran ; for 
the images of alguazils, which continually 
haunted my imagination, fupplied me ftill' 
with new vigour ; and the morning furprifed 
me between Rodillasand Matjueda. WhehP 
arrived at this iaft town, findihg myfclf a little 
G 4 fatigued. 
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fatigued, I went into the chiircli as foon as it 
was open, and after having put up a fliort 
■pray:cr, fat down upon a bench to reft me. I 
began to mufe upon, my prefcnt ricuation> 
which, heaven knows, was perplexing enough; 
but I had not time ro make long refleftions. 
,1 heard the church echo with two or three 
fiTiacks of a whip, which making me con- 
clude that a carrier was paffing, I got up irn- 
mediateiy, to fee whether or not I was mif- 
! taken ; and by that time I got to the door, 
iperceived one, who being mounted on a mule> 
(led twonnpre in alealh. " Stop, friend, (faid 
,(-to,hinn,) where are thefe mules going?" 
'"To 'Madrid (aflfvyered he.) I came hither 
with two gpod Dominican monks, and am go- 
ing back myfelf." 

■ The>iippprtui)ity that offered of traveUmg 
to ]\fftdrid infpifed me with an inclination to 
go thither. , -I made a bargain with the carrier, 
|nounted onq of his mules, and ;we pufhed 
forward for JJlefcas^ where we were to fleep. 
Scarce had we got out of Maqueda, when the 
carper, -who was a, man between thirty-five 
^nd forty years of age, thundered out church-r 
finging with vaft vociferation : he began with 
the prayers which the canons ling at mattit^, 
then fung the CreJc, as it is fung at. high ma&, 
and pafling on to velpers, prbnounccd them, ' 
without even fparirig the Magnificat. Al- 
though the rogue ftunned me' with his noife, 1 
c:)uld not help laughing, and even encouraged 
him to continue, when he was obli^d to ftop 
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and %ake breuh. Courage, friend, ^faid I tcr 
Him,) pray go on j if heaven hath given you 
good longs, I fee you don'f put them to a 
bad ufe." " No, indeed, (cried he,) I am 
not, thank God, like the moft part of car- 
riers, who ling nothing but infamous or im~ 
pious ibngs: I would not even rcpeac ballads 
made upon our wars with the Moors ; for 
thefe are things at leaft frivolous, if not wick- 
ed." " You have (faid I) a purity of heart 
Farely to be, met with among muleteers : with 
this extreme delicacy in the choice of your 
fongs, have you likewise made a vow of chas- 
tity, widi regard to the. young wenches who 
livcat inns upon the road ?" " Certainly, (an- 
fiwered he,} continence is another thing on 
which I pique myielf in thefi; fort of places^ 
where I mind nothing but my mules." I was 
a. little ,aftonilhed to hear this phoenix of car- 
liers talk in fuch.a manner : and looking upon 
him as a man of honefty and difo^don, en- 
tered intO' a converlation with him, a&erhe' 
had funghis fill. 

We arrived at Illefcas in the twilight, where 
alighting at ao- inn, I left the care of the mules 
to my companion, and went into the kitchenj 
where I ordered the landlord to prepare a good 
fupper. This hepromifed to do fo effeftually, 
that I ihould remember I had lodged at 
his houfe the longeft day I had to live, " Afk, 
(faid he,) aflc your carrier what fort of a man 
I am. Ecod ! I will defy all the cooks of 
Madrid and Toledo to make an Olla podritHt 
» G 5 com,-, 
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comparable to thofe that I compofe. I will 
treat you this night with a. ragout of rabbit 
drcflai in my manner, and you fhall fee whe- 
ther or not I have reafon to boaftof my flciU." 
Thereupon, Ihewingme a fauce-pan; wherein 
there was (as he faid) a young rabbit al- 
ready minced : *' There (added he) is what. 
I intend to give you. When I have once put 
in fome pepper, fait, wine, a hand&jl of iweet 
herbs, and other ingredients which I ule in 
my fauces, I hope to fcrvc you, in a litde 
tinje, with a ragout worthy of a judge." 

The landlord, after having thus founded his 
own praife, began to drefs fupper; and while 
it was doing, I went into the h^, where find- 
ing a kind of couch, I lay down, to fleep off 
my fatigue, having had no reft the night be- 
fore. In two hours the carrier wakening me, 
feid, '• Mailer^ your fupper is ready; come, 
if you pleafe, and fit down at table." There 
was one in another room, with two covers, 
at which my fellow-traveller and X fitting 
down, the ragout was ferved. I attacked it 
with a greedy appetite, and found it of an ex- 
quiGte relifii, whether hunger made me judge 
too ^vourably of ir, or that my fatisfadion 
was the.effed of the cook's IkUl. We had 
alio a plate of roaft mutton; and I remarking 
that the carrier did honour to this laft dilh only, 
afked why he abftained fi'om the other. He 
anfwcred with a fmile, that he did not love 
ragouts. This reply, or rather the fmiie with 
which it wa9 accompanied, feeming to me 
5 myfterious, 
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myfteribus, " You conceal (laid I) tlw true! 
rcalbo that hinders you from eating the ra- 
gout i pray, do me the pleafure of letting mc 
know it." " Since you arc So curious to know 
it, (Ke replied,) I will tell you, that 1 have 
loathed all thcfe forts of ragouts, fince, ia . 
going once from Toledo to Cuensk, they„ 
brought me for fupper at an inn a haflied cat 
inftead of a rabbit, and that gave me a dif- 
guft at -all fricaflces." . ... 

The carrier had no fooner fpoke thefe frordi ', 
than, in iplte of the hunger that devoured rhe, ■ 
my appetite forfook me all of 'a fudden. I : 
took it in^my head that I fi^ eaten of a pre- • 
tended rabbit, and could no longer look ac the 
ragout without making wry faces. My com-, 
panion did not cure me of this conjecture, 
vrtien he told me, that it was a common fhing 
among the -inn-keepers of Spain,' as, well as 
die paftry-cooks, to fubftitijte that ja^V pro , 
guo. This dlfcOurfe, yiju iee, was'very con- 
ibling: and therefore, I had noithe,lcafl: in- 
clination to return to the ragjutj' nor .even to, 
touch the roaft meat, left the mutton jnight_ 
be as much IbphilUcatcd as the rabbit. I tofc 
from table, curfing the ragout, rhe landlord, ' 
and his inn ; and lying' down again upon rny 
fettee, pafled the reft of the rliglit mote quiet- 
ly than 1 had expedted. Next morning early, 
,after haviiig paid the landlord as handfomcly 
as if I had been extremely well treated, I de- 
parted from lUcfcas, my Imagi.'ULion ftill fo 
G 6 fuil 
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full of the ragout, that I fancied ^very aoitnal 

whicli I faw was a cat. 

I arrived in good time it Madrid, where^ 
as foon as I had fatisfied my carrier, I hired a 
fmall room rear the Sun-gate. Mine eyes,, 
though accuftomed to quality) were dazzled by 
tht great coricourfe of noblemen, who ufually 
appeared in the court-end of the town. I 
admired the prodigious quantity of coaches, 
and -the infinite number of gentlemen, pages,, 
and lafquies who attended the great. My ad- 
miration redoubled, when going to the king's 
levee,' I beheld that monarch furrounded by 
his courtiers. I waS cjiarmed at the fight, and. 
laid within 'myfelf, "I am no longer furprifed 
at what I have heard, that one cannot polTibly 
conccfvt the magnificence of the court of Ma- 
drid, without being an eye witnels of it; I 
am p*erjoyed at my coming hither, where I 
fbrefee 1 ftiall be able K> do fomething." All 
that 1 could perform, howeyer, was to con- 
traft a few unprofitable acquaintances. I gra- 
dually (pent al) my money, and thought my - 
felf very lucky in having an opportunity of 
beftowiiig myleif, .with all my merit, upon ft 
pedant of Salamanca, whom a family-affair 
had bi ought to Madrid, where he was born, 
and with whom I grew acquainted by accident. 
I became his fac totum ; and when he returned 
to the univerfity followed him thither. 

The name of my new patron was.Don Ig- 

naeio de Ipignaj he affumed the Don, be-- 

caufe he had been preceptor to a duke, who, 

by 
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by way of recompcncc, fettled upon him x 
penfion for life ; he enjoTcd another aa emaf~ 
tus profelfor erf" the college ; and he drew yearly 
from the public, a revenue of two or three 
hundred piftoles, by the bdolu of dogmatical 
morality which he printed. The manner m 
which he compofed his works, well deferves- 
honourable mention. He fpent almoft all che- 
day in reading Hebrew, Greek, and Latin au- 
thors, and in wrmng upon fmall fquares of 
paper each apophthegm or brilliant thought 
which he met with. As thefe fquares were- 
fUled, he employed me to ftring them upon 
vire, in form of a garland, and each garland 
made a volume. What a world of bad books 
did we compole I every month almoft we 
finifhed tw6 volumes, and immediately the prefs 
groaned with them. What was moft fur- 
, prifmg, he publidicd thefe his con^pilings as 
performances entirely new } and if the cridcs- 
thought proper to uf^raid him with having 
pillaged the ancients, he would anfwer witl> 
moft haughty aflurance, Fur/o Utamur in i^o. 
He was alfo a great commentator j and 
there was fo much enidition in his annotations, 
that he frequently made remarks on things 
fearce worthy to be obferved ; and fomctimes 
wrote upon his paper itjuares, pa/TagCB from 
Heliod and other authors, very .little Co the 
purpofc. That I improved my underltanding 
in the fervicc of this virtuofo, it would be un- 
gratefiil in me to deny. 1 brought my hand- 
writing to pcrftition, by dint of tranfcribing . 
. 3 bis 



13* At) VENTURIS OF 

his works. And 'a? 'm treating mc like a pu- 
pil, rather tfian a valet, he t6ok care to cul- 
tivate nay capacity; he was alfo far from neg- 
lefting my morals. " Scfpio, (he would fay, 
when he heard of any piece of knavery com- 
mitted by a fcrvant,) beware, my child, of 
fi)llowing the bad example of that rogue ; a 
valet ought to ierve his maftcr with equal 
fidelity and zeal." In a word, Don Ignacio 
loft no occafion of inculcating virtue in me j 
and his exhortations had fuch good cScA,- 
that I was never in the leaft tempted to play 
him a trick during the fifteen months which I 
fpcntin his houte. 

I have already obfcrved. that Doftor de 
Ipigna was originally of Madrid, where he 
had a kinfwoman called Catalina, chamber- 
maid to the prince's nurle. This waiting- 
maid, who is the fame whom I fince made ufe- 
of to procure Signior de Santillaoe's enlarge- 
ment from the tower of Segovia, being dc- 
firous of doing a good office for Don ]gnacio> 
engaged her miftrefs to alk a benefice for him 
from the Duke of Lerma. That minifter 
granted him a nomination to the archdeaconry 
of Grenada, which, being a conquered coun- 
try, is in the gift of the King. We fet out 
for Madrid, as foon as we learned this piece 
of news, the Doiftor intending to thank his 
benefadrefles before he departed to Grenada. 
I had more than one opportunity of feeing 
and fpeaking to Catalina, who was pleafed 
vith niy eafy air and gay difpofition. For my 

cifccovGoOi^lc 
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rtt, I found hier fo much go my lUdng, that 
could not help making fuitable rettirns to 
the little marks of friendfliip which (he bc- 
ftowed upon me> In fine, we contrafted 3 
mutual attachment. Forgive this confeffion, 
my dear Beatrice i as I believed you falfe, that 
miftake ought to fcreen me from your re> 
proaches. 

Mean whDe, DoAor Don Ignacio prepar- 
ing for his depMure to Grenada, his relation 
and I, frightened at the feparation that threat- 
ened us, had rccourfc to an expedient, which 
preferved us from that misfortune. I ^gned 
myfcif fick, complained of my head and breaft, 
and atfcdied all the lymptoms of a moft vio- 
lent diftemper. My mafter called a phyfician» 
" who having examined me with care, fincere^ 
owDed> that my diftemper was a very ferious 
matter; and that in aU likelihood, I fhould 
keep my chamber a long dme. 

The Do6tor, impatient to be at his cathe- 
dral, did not think proper to delay his de- 
parture, but took another young man into his 
fcrvice, leaving me to the care <5"a nurfCj wiA 
whom he depolited a fum of money, to de- 
fray the cxpence of my funeral if I Ihould 
die, or to recompence my fervice if I (hould 
recover of my difeafe. As foon as 1 underftood 
that Don Ignacio was gone, all my com- 
pkints vanilhed. I got out of bed, difmifled 
my phyfician who had fo much penetration, 
and got rid of my nurfe, who ftole more than 
half of the reioaey with which Ihe had been en- 
crefted 
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trufted in my behalf. While I afted tins. part 
CauUaa performed anochrr wicK her miftrels 
Donna Anna de Guevara, whom, by perfuad-- 
ine her that 1 was admirable in intrigues, (he 
induced to choofe me for one of her agCntSk- 
' fi/fodamniu^, whom her a^'ariceaJways (timu'- 
lated to new undertakings^ having; occaGon 
for fuch people, received me into her- family^ 
and. in' a little time put my abilities' to the, 
pEoof. She gave me ctumitflons which re- 
quired fome addrefs; and, without vanity, I 
did not acquit mylelf amifs. Wherefore, fhs 
was as well^ pleafed with mc as l had' caule 
lo be diflattsfied with her. This lady was fo- 
covctous, that flie would not allow mc the 
kail fhare of the fntits which, ihe reaped from 
my indudry and trouble. She imagined, that 
fhe afted with great gcnero/ity ia paying my 
wages punctually. This cscels of avarice 
would have foon induced me to quit her fer- 
vice, had 1 not been retained-by die aflcftion 
of Catalina, which kindling every day more 
and more, Jhe propofed, in a formal manner^, 
that I ihould take her to- wife. 

" Softlyj. my dear,, (faid I,) that ceremony- 
cannot be performed between us fo foon. I 
muft firft he convinced of the death of a 
young woman who got the ftart of you, and. 
to whom (for my fins,) I am married." *' Not 
you indeed, (replied Catalina ;). yoii only &; 
fo, to conceal in a polite manner the relu£l- 
ance you have to wed me." In vain did I 
proccfl: that 1 fpoke the truth, She looked 
upon 
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upon my fincerc confeflion as a fhift, and be- 
ing offended at it, changed her brhaviourtor 
wards me. We did not quarrel, but our cor- 
refpondence vifibly cooled, and we no longer 
retained for one another any other fentiment* 
than thole of decency and common regard. 

At this jundure, 1 heard tliat Signion Gil 
Bias de Santillane, fecretary Eo the prime mi- 
nifter of the Spanifli monarchy, wanted a lac- 
qupy: and tliis place Battered me the more, 
as it was reprefenied the moft agreeable ono 
^ that I could poffcfs. " Signior de Santillaijc 
(faid people to me) is a perfon beloved by the 
. Difke of Lerma, and of conlequenco cannoc 
fail ofpulhing his fortune a great way : be- 
fides, he is very generous -, lb inac, in nr»nag- 
ii^ his affairs, you will elTe^lually improve 
your own." I did not negle^k this QppMtu-- 
nity. I went immediately, and prcfcnted my- 
felf to Signior Gil Bias, for whom at firft 
fight I felt a growing inclination, and who ad- 
mitted me into his lervice (»i account of my 
phyfiognomy. I did not hefitate in quitdng 
the nurle for him ; and, if it pleale heaven,, ' 
he Ihall be my laft matter. 

Here Scipio finilhed his hiftoryi then ad- 
drefTing himfclf to me, " Signior dc Santil- 
lane, (faid he,) pray witnefi for me to thefe 
ladies that you have always found me a zea- 
lous and faithful lervant. I have need of your 
teftimony to perfuade them that the fon of 
Cofcolina .has purged tus morals;^ and that 
virtuoitf 
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virtuous fentiments have fuccecded his vicioif» 
inclination." 

*' Yes, ladies, (faid I,) this is what I can 
anfwer for : if Scipio in his childhood was a 
real picare, he has corrected his conduft lb 
well fince that time, that he is now the model 
of a perfcft Icrvant. Far from having caufe 
to blame his behaviour towards me, I muft 
own that I lie under great obligations to him. 
The night on which I was apprehended, to be 
carried to the tower of Segovia, he favcd from 
milage, and fecured a part of my efiefts, which . 
he might hare appropriated to himfelf witk' 
impunitjr. He not only prcferved my money, 
but aKb, through pure n-iendfhip, came and 
Ihut himfelf up with me in prifon, preferring 
die mdancholy pleafure of maring my forroAs 
to all Che charms of hberty." 



The End of the Tenth Book. 
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CHAP, I. 

GU Bias is voervAelmtd vaitb jay^ wbUbisiSf- 
titled hy a melagehefy evait. Sutb chalet 
baffm at court as mJuee SantHiane tego tbitbtr 

I HAVE already oblerved, thaC diere 
was great harmony between Antonia 
and Beatrice; the laft being ufed to 
live like a fubmiflive waiting-woman, and 
die other habituating herfelf to ad the mif- 
tre&. Scipio and 1 were hufbands of too 
much gallantry^ and too well beloved by our 
wives, to be long without children : they grew 
pr^;nant almoll at the fame time. Beatrice, 
who was the firft delivered, brought inco the 
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world a girl ; and a few days afier AntonI*' 
crowned my happine& in bringing forth a- 
boy. - i fcnt my fec'retary to Valencia witK 
this piece of news for the governour, who came 
to L4rias with Seraphina, and the marchionefs- 
of PlJego, to ftand god-mochers to the chil- 
dren, being pJcafcd to- add this token of af- 
fciftion to thofe I had already received. My 
forij ■whofc god-fether^ and god-mother were 
that nobleman and the mirchioncfs, was chrif- 
tcned Alphonfo j and my laJy governcis, wil- 
ling that I fliould have "the honour of being; 
doubly her goUip, ftood with me for Scipio*s. 
daughter, to whom we gave tHe name of Se- 
raphina. 

Not only the people of my family were re- 
joiced at the birth of my fon ; the inhabi- 
tants of Lirias likewife celebrated it byfeafts^ 
■ which Ihowed that, the whole village paMOcrft-of 
their maftcr^s pleafiire. flut, alas! our re- 
joicings were not>of long durattotv: or rather> 
they were all of a fudden converted into- groans,, 
complaints, and lamentations, by an event 
wl«Qh naore than twenty jtkb-s- have- not becw 
able to make me forger, and which wiUever be- 
prelent to my thoi^hcs : my foa died, and his> 
mother, though Mdf delivered, foon followed 
him; ■» violent feverrobbed me- of my dear 
wiic,. fourteen months, afteo wc had been' mar- 
ried. . Let the- reader coQceire,. if polTibte, the 
fortow with. which, 1 was feized. I fell into a, 
ftateofftupid dejection; and fek my lofs ia 
iQUch,. chat I fotmed qtiice infetifible. I was 
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In this condition five or fix days, during ' 
which, I woLild take no fuftcnance ; and h^ 
it not been for Scipio, I behevc I (hould eilhr r 
have let myfelf die of hunger, or hive loft my 
reafon entirely i but that dexterous ftcretary 
found means to beguile my grief^ by conform- 
mg himfelf to 1: : he made mc fwallow broths, 
^y the art ofprefcncing them with fuch a mor- 
tified ]ook, as if he gave them not lb much 
vith-a view of prefcrvingmy life, as of nwf- 
ing my affliftion. 

This affeftionate fervent, having written to 
Don Alphonib an account of my misfortuhe, 
and tht deplorable Atuacion in whirh i wus^ 
that tender and compalTionate nobleman, that 
generous friend, repaired immediately to Li- 
rias. I cannot, without being melted, recall the 
moment in which lie prefentcd himlelf to my 
view : " My dear SantiUane ! (faid he, em- 
bracing tne,) I am not come hither to confolc 
you ; 1 am come to mourn widi you, for An- 
tonia, as you would mourn with ~me, had £ite 
robbed me of my Seraphina," In effcft he fhed 
tears, and mingled his Hghs widi mine: (b 
tahat, overwhelmed as I was with forrow, 1 had 
alively fenfe of Don Alphonfo's goodncfs. 

This govcrnour having had a long confer- 
ence with Scipio, about the means of vanquilh- 
ing my grief, they concluded that 1 muft, for 
fome time, be removed from Lirias, where 
every thing recalled inceffamly to my mind 
the image of my poor Antonia; upon this, 
Don Ciefar's foh propofed to" carry me widi 
him ' 

[i.MiftcovGooi^lc 
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Mm to Valencia, and my fecretary feconded' 
him lo well, that I yielded to his propoiaL 
I-leftScipioand his wife at my home, every 
part of which> indeed, ferved only to increau 
myaffli^on, and fet out with the msrcrnour. 
When I arrived at Valencia, Don Caefar and 
his daughter-in-law ^}ared nothing to ditvrt 
my ch^;rio; riicy entertained me by turns, 
with all the amufements that fecmed proper to 
difpel ic; but, in Ipite of all their endeavours, 
I continued, as much as ever, plunged in the 
moft profound melancholy. ]t was not Sci^ 
pio's fault, that 1 did not rcilime my tran- 
quillity : he came c^cn from Lirias to ijolen- 
cia, to know how I was, and returned fad or 
gay, as he perceived me more or lels difpofcd 
to receive confolation. 

One morning, entering my chamber, "Sir, 
(faid be, widi great emotion,) there is a report 
in the city, which interefts the wliole king- 
dom i it is faid that Philip the Third is no 
more, and that the prince his fon^ is now upon 
the throne ;' nay more, (added he,) diat the 
Cardinal Duke of Lerma has loft ius poft, that 
he is even forbid die court, and that Don 
Gafpard de Guzman*, Count d'Olivarez, is 
now prime minifter." I felt myfelf agitated 

• Don GafpanI de Gumu, Du^of St. Lucar ie Buanuda, ind 
coant ie Olivuci, upon ibc imh of Philip [he Third,' md difgiice 
of the Cviliail Dulta of L«rnu, Ikmiiu pnmc minillu lo Philip die 
Foiulh, uul enjoyed, at one tiuu, die pofti of CnaE Cbanb.riaiu, 
h^h chancelJor of ihe Indie), tiFafuTct genciilaf Arragon, (upteme 
caunciUor of ftite, cbief saJtsr of tKe botf:, capuiB-general of the 
«lwl« SpwiUk cualiy, uid (ovcOHui of Cuipur^M. 
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by diis piece of newsj without knowing where- 
fore i and Scipio perceiving it, aJkcd if I was 
any how afFedtcd by this great change ? *' Why 
ftioold it affcft me, my child ? (faid I,) I have 
quieted the court, and ought to look with in- 
difierence upon ail the changes that can hap- 
pen there." 

*' For a man of your age, (repUed the fon of 
Cofcolina,) you are very much detached from 
the world ; were 1 in your place, 1 Ihould have 
a longing defire to go to Madrid, and fhow 
my face to the young monarch, to fee if he 
would remember me; this is a pleafure in 
which I would indulge myfclf." '-•1 under- 
ftand thee, (Iaid.1 i) thou wouklft have rac re- 
turn to court, to try fortune a-new, or lacher 
to grow ambitious and covetous again." *' Why 
ihould your morals be corrupted ? (anfwered 
Scipip;) have more confidence in your own 
virtue ; I will anfwer for your condud j the 
wholefome reflcSions which you made upon 
the court, during your difgracc, will fcreeii 
you from the perils of it; re-embark boldly 
upon a fca, the (helves of which you are fo well 
acquainted with," "Peace, flatterer, (laid I, 
interrupting him with a fmilc,) art thou tired 
of feeing me lead a quiet life ? I thought thou 
hadft a greater regard for my ropofe." 

In this part of our converfation, Don CxSkt 
and his fon coming, in, confirmed the news of 
the King's death, as well as the Duke of Ler- 
ma's misfortune ; they moreover told me, that 
this minifter having alked leave to return to 
Rome, 
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Kome, ic was rcRifed, and he was ordered to 
repair to his marquilate at Denia; then, as 
if they had been in concert »it-h rny fccrctary, 
they advifed me to go to Madrid, wd prefent 
myfelf to the new King, fmcc I was known to 
him, and had even done him fuch frrvice as 
the great always rccompence with plealure. 
'< As for my part, (did .Don Alphonfo,; I don't 
doubt bill he will be grateful, and chat Philip 
the Fourth will pay the debts of the prince of 
Spain." " I am of the fame opinion, (faid 
DonCxIar,) and look upon Santillane's jour- 
ney to court as an occafion for him to arrive 
at great prcfermenr." 

" Trucly, gentlemen, (cried I,) you don't 
conGder what you fay ; to hearyou, one would 
think I had nothing to do but repair to Ma- 
drid, in order to have the golden key, or Ibmc 
government, conferred upon mei you arc 
miftaken ; I am, on the. contrary, perfuaded, 
that the king would take no notice of my per- 
fon, wei'e I to piefent myfelf to his ^cw: I ' 
will do it, if you defire, in order to oilabufe 
you." The noblemen of Leyva took me at 
my wordj and I could not !ielp promifing that 
I would immcdiatfly fct out for Madrid. As 
foon as my fecretaiy faw me deterniincd on the 
journey, he felt an immoderate joy ; he ima- 
gined that I (hould no fooner appear before the 
new monarch, than that prince would diftin- ■ 
guilh me in the croud, and load me with 
honours and wealth: thereupon, feeding his 
fancy with the moft fplendid chimeras, he 
raifed. 
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jm'ifed me to the firft offices of the ftate, and 
preferred himfelf by the help of my elevation. 
I got ready, therefore, to return to court, 
not with, a view of facrificing again to Fortune, 
but to fatisfy Don Cfefar and hisibn, who ima- 
gined diA I fhoukl foon poflels the favour of 
my fovcreign. True it is> I myfelf felt at 
bottom fome defire of tryii^ if the young 
prince would know me again : atirafted bf 
this emotion ofcuriofity, without hope or de- 
lign of reaping any advant^e ^m the nevr 
reign, I departed with Scipio for Madrid, 
leaving the care of my houfe to Beatrice, vbo 
-was an excellent 'ceconomift. 

CHAP. n. 

GU Bias ah-'fOes at M^id, and appears at court; 
thi king Temembers and recemrnends bm to hit 
prime minifier. The con/equence of that re~ 



WE gained Madfid in Icfs than eight 
days, Don AJphonlb having accom- 
modated us with two of his bcft horfes, that 
wc might make the greater defpatch j and wc 
mlighted at a furnifhed houfe, where I lodged 
before, belonging to Vincent Forrero, my 
oW landlord, who was vefy glad tt> fee mc 
again. 

As this was a man who piqued himfelf uppn 
ItnowingevCTy thing that happened, both at 
court and city, I afked if there was any thing 
new. " A great many things, (anfwered he.) 

Vffu IV. H anc* 
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Since the death of PJiHip the Third, thcfrienda 
antl parrizan^ of the Cardinal Duke ofljcrma 
have bcftirred rhemfelves to maintain his emi- 
nency in chemimftryi but their efforts have 
been ineffeflual : the Count d'Olivares has 
got the better of them all. It isfaid, thatSfiain 
Jofes nothing by the change, and that the new- 
prime, minifter has a genius of fuch vaft extent, 
that he is able to govern the whole world: 
heaven pwfcrve him ! What is certain, (added 
he,) is, iliat the people have conceived the 
highcft opinion of his capacity ; and we Ihall 
ice, in the end, whether the Duke of Lerma 
is well or ill replaced." Forrero having thus 
opened, gave me an account of all the 
changes which had been made at court, fince 
the Count d'Olivares fleered the helm of the 
monarchy. 

Two days after my arri\'al at Madrid, I 
went -to court in the afternoon, and put myfelf 
in the king's way as he went into his clolet j 
but he did not look at mc. I returned next 
day to the fame place, but was not more fortu- 
nate. The third time, he eaft his eyes upon 
me as he paffed, but feemed to take no notice 
of my perfon ; whereupon I came to a deter- 
mination, and faid to Scipio, who accompanied 
me, " Thou feeft that the king docs not re? 
member me ; or if he does, has no mind to 
renew the acquaintance : I believe it will not 
be amifs for us to fet out upon our return to' 
Valencia." *' Not io fiift, Sir, (replied my 
fecretary,) 
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Iscretary,) you know bcuer than I, t!iat fuccefs 
at court is only to be obtained by patience : 
don't ceafe Ihowing yourfelf to the prince; by 
dint of perfeverance in appearing before him, 
you willoblige him to confidcryou more at- 
tentively, and to recall the features of his agent 
with the fair Catalina." 

ThatScipio might havenothing to reproach 
me with, 1 had the complaifance to continue 
the fame conduft during three weeks ; and 
one day, at length, the monarch, ftruck with 
my appearance, ordered me to be called in; 
and 1 entered his clofet not without great dif- 
order, to find myfelf tete ^ tete with my fove- 
reign. " Who are you ? (faid he) I remem- 
ber your Face, but cannot rccolledt where I 
have fcen you." " Sir, (anfwercd I, trem- 
bling,) I had the honour to conduct your Ma- 
jefty, one night, with the Count de Lcmosj 
tothehoule of — i — " *'Ohl I remembec 
jc, (faid the prince, interrupting me,) you were 
lecretary to the Duke of Lerma, and if I am 
not miftaken, your name is Santillane. I have 
not fergot that you ferved me with abundance 
of zeal on the occafion, and thai you was Very 
ill rewarded for you pains : was not you im- 
prifoned for that adventure ?" " Yes, Sir, 
(faid i,) I was fix months in the tower of Se- 
govia, froni whence your goodnefs delivered 
me." " That (anfwcredhe) does not acquit mc 
of the obligation j it Is not enough to fet yott 
at liberty, I ought to recompcnfc you for the 
misfortune which you fuffered for love of me." 
Hz Juft 
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Juft as the prince had pronounced Acft 
words, the count d'Oltvarea entered the clofcc 
A fevouritc takes umbrage at evety thing: 
he was aftontihed to find a ftranger there ; and 
the King redoubled bis furprizej in faying to 
him, "Count, 1 recommend thia.youngixiaa 
to you i employ him in ibme fhape or other, 
and takecareofhisadvancement." The mini- 
fter affefted to receive this order with a gra- 
cious look, eying me fi-om head to foot, and 
very anxious to know who I was. " Go, friend, 
(faid the monarch to me, making a fign for 
me to retire,) the count will Twt fail to em- 
ploy you in an advantageous manner, both fat 
my fcirice, and your own intereft." 

I immediately quitted the clofet, and rejoin- 
ed the foh of Cofcolina, who, extremely im^ 
patient to know what the King had faid to me, 
remained in the utmofl agitation. He :^ed 
me forthwith, whether we muft return to Va- 
lencia or (lay at court ? " Thou fhalt judge," 
(faid I): then I overwhelmed him with joy, 
in recounting to him, word for word, the ihorC 
convcrfation which I had with the King. " My 
dear matter, (faid Scipio to me, when he heard 
h,) will you diftruft my almanacks again ? 
Confefs that the fords of Leyva and I were 
not to blame in exhorting you to take a trip- 
to Madrid. I already fee you in fomc eminent 
poft : you will become the Calderona of Count 
d'Olirares." " That is not at aB what I wifh, 
(faidi, intemipnnghiffij) I havenounbidon 
for a i^acc which is environed with fo many 
predpices. 
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jrccfpiceB.. I would r.ither have an employ- 
ment in which I ihould hare no occalion to do 
injitftice, or carry on a ihameful tralfick of my 
prince's favours : after the ufe I made of my 
pa{t credit, I cannot be too much upon n^ 
giurd againft avarice and ambition." *' Come, 
Sir, (replied my fccreiary,) the minifter will 
give you fome good poft, which you may fUl 
without ccafing to be an honcft man." 

More urged by Scipio than by my own cu- 
riofity, I went next day to the houfc of Count 
-tl'Oiivares, before fun-rife, having been in- 
formed that every morn'.ng, in fummer and 
winter, he gave audience by candle-light. I 
modefUy took my ftation in the corner of the 
haU> from whence I tiarrowiy obferved tl*e 
.Cpupt when he appeared ; for I had bm » 
ili£f rScial view cf him ia die IGng's clofet: 
he was taller tha^ the middle fize, and might 
have pal&d for a fat man in a country where 
we fee none almoll but lean people : hislhout- 
ders were fo high, that I tbx>ught tuna hunch- 
backed, though he was not fo : his head, whicK- 
was extremely large, hung down upcm his 
brealt i hb hair was black and ftraigh^ his 
vilage long, his complexion of an ouve ca. 
lour, his mouth funk in, and his chin peaked 
and turned upwards at the end *. 

AH this t(^ther could not make a very 
handfomc appearance ; neverthelels, as I be- 

■ It w)> probiblf on account of thii dilaJinn[i|eoui Rgure that 
bt ciimauiiJir $m aadince fh>ia hi* Muht «t nctncd fco^ 
fitliDi. 

Ji 3, licvfd 
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lieved him to be well difpcfed towards mc, I 
looked upon him with a favourable eye, and 
even found' him agreeable. True it is, he 
treated every body with an affable and plea- 
fant air, and very gracioufly received the me- 
morials which were prefented to him : and 
this lecmed to fupply the place of a good per- 
fon. Mean while, when I advanced in my 
turn to falute him, and make myfelf known, 
he darted a rude and threatening Icokat mej 
then turning his back, without deigning to 
hear me, returned into his clofet. I no* 
thought him more ugly than he was naturally, 
went out (rf the hall very much confounded at 
fuch an unfavourable reception, and did noc 
know what to think of the matter. 

Having rejoined Scipio, who waited for me 
at the door, " Doft thou know (faid 1) what 
■ reception I have met with ?" " No, (anfwcr- 
cd he ;) but it is not difficult to guefsr'the 
minifter, ready to conform himfelf to the plea- 
fure of his prince, has doubtlefs offered you 
fome confiderable employment." " There you 
are miftaken," (I replied,) telling him, at the 
iiime time, in what manner I had been re- 
ceived. Having liftened attentively, he iaid, 
" The Count muft have forgotten you, or mif- 
taken yon for fomebody dfe : I advife you to 
wait on him again, and I am furc he will treat 
you with another fort of look." I followed 
my fccrctary's advice, and prefented myfelf 
the fccond time before the minifter, who 
treated mc ftill worfc than the firft, frowned at 
me. 
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me, as if the fight of me had given him pain, 
turned his eyes another way, and retired with- 
. out fpeaking one word. 

I was touched to the quick by his behavi- 
our, and tempted to depart immediately for 
Valencia : but this Scipio did not fail to op- 
-pofel; being unwilling co renounce the hopes 
which he had conceived. " Doft ihou not fee 
(faid I to him) that the Count wants to 
remoye me from court ? The King has ex- 
prefled to him fbme regard for me, and that 
is fufficient to bring upon me the avcrfion cf 
his favourite j let us yield, my child, let us 
yield with a good grace to the power of fuch 
a formidable foe." " Sir, (unfwercd he, in- 
ceni'ed againft the Count d'Olivares,) 1 would 
not lb eafily quit my ground ; I would go and 
cohiplain to his Majefty, of the littfe regard 
which the minifterlhows to "his recommenda- 
tion." " Bad counfel, my fiiend, (faid I ;) if 
1 Jhould take that imprudent ftep, I would 
foon repent it ; nay, I belieye I run fome rifle 
in tarrying in this city." 

My lecretary began to weigh ihefe words, 
and confidering that we had aftually to do with 
aman.who might make us vifit the tower of 
Segovia, he partook of my feafj and no longer 
oppofed mydefire of quitting Madrid, from 
whence I rcfolvcd to move the very next day. 
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CHAP III. 

Gi! Bias is hitukre^/rom executing bis re/ojutiort 
to leave the court, and receives an impsffaot 
fiece efjervice/i-em Jsfepb Navarro. 

ON 'my return to my lodging I met my 
old n-iendjofeph Navarro, clerk of tho 
kitchen to Don Balthazar de Zunlga. I went 
up to him, laluted him, and alked if he knew 
me, and if he would fttll be (o good as to 
ftteak to a wretch who had repaid his ^end- 
ihip with ingraiinidc. " You confefs then 
(faid he) that you have notufcd me extremely 
well f" "Yes, (anfweredli) and you have* 
right to load me with reproaches : I deferve 
them all, ifl have not already e?:piated my 
crime by the remorfe ™hich *«ep*i«d iu". 
" Since you have repented of your fault, (re- 
plied Navarro, embracing mcj) I ought no 
longer to remember it." 1, on my portj, 
hugged Jofeph in my arms ; rnd wc refumc^ 
our former fcntiments for each other. 

He had heard of my imprifonme[«, and 
thedifbrder (^myaSairs, but was ignorant of 
what f<^owed. I informed him «f aU, and 
even recounted to him the converfation 1 had 
with the King; not concealing the bad recep- 
tion I had met wilt from the minifter, no 
more than my defign of retiring again to mj 
folitude. " Beware of going thither, (faid he,) 
fince our monarch has e7qirc0ed a' friendfhip 
for you : it muft certainly be of ibmc fervice. 
Rct^reea 
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Hetwecn you and me, the Count <^0£Tares 
has^rery fingulsr difpontion, and is fiill of 
vhims: h( fometimes, as on this occafton^ 
afts in a very unaccountable manner ; and no- 
bpdy but himfclf has the key of his irregular 
behaviour. Finally, whatever reafbns he may 
have for receiving you in this manner, ftick 
clofe to the buflnefs ; he will not hinder you 
from profiting by the prince's bounty ; this is 
what I afllirc you : I will mention it this even- 
ing to Signior Don Balthazar de Zuniga, my 
mafter, who is uncle to the Count d'Olivarcs, 
and fhares with him the cares of government." 
Navarro having told me this, afked a direc- 
p.Qn to my lodging : and lb we parted. 

It was not long before I faw" him again. 
Coming to me next day, '* Signior de Santil- 
lane, (faid he,) you have a proteftor in my 
mafter, who will fiivour you with hisfupport.. 
On account of the good chara6l:er which I 
gaveofyou, he haspromifed to fpeak in your 
behalf to his nephew the Count d'Olivarcs^' 
whom I hope he will prepolltfs in your fa- 
vour." My friend Niavarro, who did not 
ferve me by halves, introduced me two day» 
after to Dqr Balthazar*, who faid to me 
with a courteous look, "Signior dc Santil- 
lanc, your fnend Jofeph has ^oke fo well of 
you, as to engage me in your interefts." I 

• DoD BikbtturdcZuaig^ Conmldt Haabarei) «*t gR«c<nn* 
eandcr i>FI.M% pn^amn la PhiUf tbc Faiucb, lCin(,«f Spai^ 
ambiiTadoiu' U Koow and Vieana, knd pct&deu of A* Itilkk 

H 5 mad*; 
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made a profound bow to Signior de Zunigat 
and anfweredj that I fhould all my life h?ve 
a lively fenfe of the obligation I lay under to 
Kavarro, for having procured for me the 
prpteftion of a minifter who was juftly ftyled 
theUgbt of the council. Don Balthazar, at this 
flattering reply, clapt me on the fhoulder, 
faying with a fmile, " You may go again to- 
morrow to the levee of the Count d'Olivares, 
with whom you will be better (atisfied than 
before." 

I appeared, therefore, the third time, before 
the prime minifter-; who, having diftinguifh- 
ed me in the croud, honoured me with a 
fmiling look, from whence I conceived a good 
omen. " This goes well, (faid I to myfelf ;) 
the uncle has made the nephew hear rcafon." 
I now expefled a favourable reception j and 
my expcftation was fulfilled : the Count, after 
having given audience to every body, fcnt for 
me to his clofet, where he faid to me with a 
familiar air, " Friend Santillane, forgive me 
for having thrown thee into perplexity for my 
diverfion ; I pleafed myfelf with giving thee 
pneafinefs, in order to try thy prudence, and 
fee what thou woiildft do in thy chagrin. 
I don't doubt that thou thoughtefti was dif- 
plcafed with thee; but, on the contrary, my 
child, I own I have a liking to thy perfon. 
Though the King, my matter, had not order- 
ed me to take care of thy fortune, I ftiould 
■have done it through pure inclination. Be- 
fides, my uncle Don Balthazar de Zuniga, to 
whom 
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' whom I can refufe nothing, has defired me to 
look upon thee as one for whpm he intereds 
himfelf : this is. enough ro dercrmine me in 
thy favour." This declaration made fuch a 
ftrong impreflion upon my fenfes, that they 
were quite difordercd. I threw, myfelf at the 
Feet of theminifter; who having bid me rife, 
went on in this manner : " Come hither again 
this afternoon, and call for my fteward, who 
will impart to thee the orders I Ihall give 
him." So fayipg, his Excellency went out to 
hear mafs, as he ufually did every day after 
having given audience; and then repaired to 
the King's levee. 

C H A P. IV. 
Gil Bias acquires the love of Count d'Olivares. 

I Did not fail to return in the afternoon, and 
call for the fteward, whofe name was Don 
Raymond Caporis. I no fooner told him my 
name, than, faluting me with great dcmon- 
ftrations of rcfpeft, " Signior, (faid he,) fol- 
low me, ifyoupleale: 1 will condudt you to 
the apartment which is deftined tor you in this 
houfe." So faying, he carryed me by alittle 
ftair to a range of five or fix rooms, which 
compofed the fccond ftory of one wing of 
the hoiife> and which were very plainly fur- 
nifhed. " This ((aid he) is the lodging which 
his grace appoints for you j and here you will 
have a tabic with fix covers, maintained at his 
expcnfc. You will be fervcd by his own do- 
X 6 mefticb, 

, ,C,(Hvsl. _ 
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mefticks, and there will always be a coach at 
your command. This is not all, (added he ;> 
his Excellency has ordered me to treat you 
with the fame reipeft as if you was of the family 
(rf" Guzman." " What the deuce is the mean- 
ing of all this ? (faid I to myfdf.) How am I 
to underftand theft diftin£ttons ? is there not 
Jbme mifchief at bottom i and is it not for 
his diverfion that the minifter gives me ftich 
honourable treatment?" While I was in this 
uncertainty, fiuftuating between liope and fear, 
a page came mdt(^ me that the Count want- 
ed me. I went inflantly to his grace, who 
being alone in his clofet, *• Well, Santillane, 
(faid hcj) art thou fatisfied with thy apartment, 
and the orders which 1 have given to Don 
Raymond?" " Thegoodnefsotyour ^xcelr 
lency (anfwered I) feems to be exceflive : and 
I receive rt with rear and trembling." *' For 
what realbn i (faid he,) can I do too much 
honour to a man whom the Kir^ has recom- 
mended to my care ? No indwd :. I do n& 
more than my duty in treating thee in an ho- 
nouraWe manner: be not therefore furprifed 
at what I do for thee ; and be afiured, that a 
foltd and Iplendid fortune cannot elcape thee>. 
provided thou art as much attached to me as. 
thou waft to the Duke of Lerma. But with 
regard to that nobleman, (added he,) I have 
been told that you lived in great familiarity 
with him. 1 am curious to know how you 
two became acquainted, and what employ- 
ment you ezerciled undei: that minister: di^ 
gwfe 
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gnife nothing : I tnfift upon heanngthe-whole- 

* truth." I then remembered my peiplcxity 

. with the Duke of Lerma> in the &me eaie, 

and in wh^t manner I extricated nwfelf : and 

diis I praftifed again. Tcry fuccefsfully : that 

is to lay, in my narration 1 feftcned the rougb 

places, and pa£lcd jlig^uly over thofe places 

which (jid not much redound to my honour :-■ 

I likevife Ipared die Duke of Lerma j though 

mdoing othcrwife I (hotild have better pleakd 

my hearer. As for Don Rodrigo de Calde- 

rona*, I gave him no quarter,- but difclofed 

all the fine ftrokcs wlticn. I knew he ftruck it^ 

the 

• RodF^ ie Olderonv 'f'" brring been p^e to (be Vice- 
ChaiuiclkDf o£ Afiagoa, CDteicd into the fcnice of the Duke af 
Lcimi, mnd iy the ioccreft ltd fiTmr of that Diiaiftcrr which li« 
EngroHcd ia-> TCtj unlcular maaoci, obtained very ontidenble 
•Scu. fit wu fitil ^ ill made teaxknm of tbe bca-clumba *• 
the King, tbeo (ecictuj of ft^te : feme tine ffte'i be recehwt 
Ae coUvoT the onlei of St. Jigo, «u mule camnundFr of Ar. 
una, aqd creifei) «iftaui af c()c Oenpui goiid' SbcIi ettitng. 
diaaty 6vour he could oat hat with modentioD, but bccan^nS 
•Itmrvty inlbient and liBcnDoai, defwfed tne n»il powerful 
^aqdeei of S^ni to ri^ hatred he icU a faciifiur tfi«r dM 
dlfgnce of the Caidinal DiilM of Lenna. He «i> aneHed in the 
jcar^i^ig, and tiied aa ^ impeaclmient raptaiaing 150 aniclei) 
■moag whiok WEia hnay aad foiu^ the (jbce^ 1 tho^ 
tfaele two weic not proTed, yet he w» condemnid to lale hi* 
k«ad i and beiig flowed' t« diipot* ^ b][ will, no mma Ibut 
tw thcui(and dacati of all hia immCHf* veilth^ wu otdeced to. fttr 
■fBf for death. He was aftecwaid) deprived of the enfigni af 



■ canVick mouf nif g cloak, with a Ofii of frixe, v^ », cratt upon hii 
hrealt. ' Bii bod;^, with two torches on each Bde of it, WA 
goaided on the fcallbid b;^ a party of die patrol till tbe evening, 
whc^ a ffv# oiiinibeT of piieai being aQeowtd (0 honoiv kit re- 
nun^ t^jF wen dif:awlfel and b^id tc| accompui; lie caipii^ 
«£ich wai carried ||r^tho^l *w( poov ■<> 'h* churdi of i^a CwoM' 
KttS tCW^t n hit owa dcfiie. Hit bead vtai fevcnd by ■ 
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the traffick of commanderics, governments^' 

and benefices. 

"What you tell me ofCalderona, (faid the 
minifter, interrupting me,) is conformable to 
fcveral memorials which have been prelented 
againft him, and which contain heads of ac- 
cufadonftill more important. His trial will 
loon come oii ; and if you wifh his downfall, 
I believe your defire wilt be fatisfied." " I 
don't defire his death, (faid I ;) though it was 
not his fault that I found not mine in the 
tower of Segovia, where he was the caufe of 
my being imprifoned for a good many months." 
*' How ! (cried his Excellency,) was Don Ro- 
drigo the caufe of thy imprifonmcnt ? this is 
what I did not know. Don Balthazar, to 
whom Navarro recounted thy hiftory, told me 
that the late King ordered thee to be confined, 
as a punifhment for having carried the prince 
of Spain to a fiifpefted place in the night j 
but I knew no more of the matter ; and I 
can't conceive what part Calderona could play 
in the piece." " The part of a lover who re- 
venges an injury received." (anfwered [.) I 
then told him tfic whole adventure, which he 
thought fo diverting, that, grave as he was, 
he could not help laughing, or rather weeping 
with mirth. He was infinitely rejoiced with 
Catalina, fometimes niece, and fometimcs 

ftrokc upon die thcoMg bcunfe ia Spiin none bul tnitore rectite 

icSB die neck befaind : and he died with fucb ceurage ud deccncjr, 

' grand- 
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grand-daughter, as well as the part the which 
the Duke of Lerma afted in the whole. 

When I had finifhcd my narration, . the 
■ Count difmiffed me, fayingi that he would 
not fail to find me feme employpient next 
day. I ran immediately tothehoufeof Zu- 
niga, to thank Don Balthazar for his good of- 
fices, and 10 tell my friend Jofeph how well I 
was with the prime minifter. 

CHAP. V. 

The private cowerfatioti which Gil Bias bad with 
Navarro, and the ftrft bufinefs in which be 
was tjiiployed hy the Count D'Olivares. 

AS foon as I faw Jofeph, I told him, with 
fome agitation, that 1 had a great many 
things to communicate -, upon which he car- 
ried me to a private place } where, after 
having informed him of what had happened, 
I afked his opinion of the matter. " My 
opinion (anfwcred he) is, that you are in the 
way of making a vaft fortune : every thing 
iiniles upon you : you are agreeable to the 
prime minifter ; and another thing which may 
turn out to your advantage is, chat I can do 
you the lame fervice which you received from 
my uncle Melchior de la Ronda, when you 
firft entered the family of the archbilhop of 
Grenada. He fpared you the trouble of ftudy- 
ii^ the prelate juid his principal officers, by 
di&lofing their different characters to you at 
once : and 1 will, atter his example, make 
you 
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you acquainted wid» the CouBt, dteCounteCs- 
his wife, and Donn^Manade Guetnan ^leir 
enl^ (ihild. 

•' The minifter has a qpick penetrating 
geniys, capable of ferming grand defies. He- 
Jets up for anuniver^ man, becaufe he has 
ft fmall tinfture of every fcience, and brieves 
bimfelf able to decide on every thing. He 
imagines himfcif a profound- lawyer, a gfcaf 
captain, and a moft confummate politician^ 
Add to this, he is fo intoxicated with his own 
opinions, that he always follows them rather 
than thoie of others, that he may not feem 
beholden to the underftanding of any man^ 
Pecween you and me, this defeft may have 
ftrange confequences, fromwhich heaven pre> 
' ferve the monarchy. H« fhines in the council 
by a natural eloquence j and he would wntc 
as welt as he /peaka> if, In arder to digni^ 
his ftyle, he did not affftS espreflions whith. 
render it ftiffand obfcurc He is, befides* 
very whimfical, capricious, and chimerical, 
So much for his head. As to bis hearty he is- 
generous and friendly. He is faid ta be vin- 
diftive : but what Spaniard is otherwife ? H« 
b alfo accufed of ingratitude^ in being Ae 
occafion of exiling the Duke d'Uzeda and die 
friar Lewis Aliaga i to whom, peop)e fey, he 
had great obtigauons : but this is pardonable } 
the defira of being prime minifter prevail^ 
over every other fentiment. 

** Donna Agne? de Zunigs. a Velafco, 

Counts ofOUvares, (eontinura Jofe]^) is » 

■ladjr 
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lady who has no &ult that I know, btit th^ 
.of relling her favours at a high price. As for 
Donna Maria de Guzman, who is, without 
contradLftiBn, this day the richeft match in 
Spain, ihe is an accomplilhed young lad^r,, 
and the idol of htr father j model your faeha- 
Tiour acccH^ingly ; be afliduous in making 
your court to thcfe two ^»di'es, and appear 
ftili more devoted to the Count d'Olivares, 
■lh4n you was to the DukeofLcrma before 
.your journey to Segovia j in which cafe you 
will certainly becomeaperfbnageof rank and 
power. 

" I likcwife advifc you (added he) to wait 
upon my mafter Don Balthazar from time to 
dme ; though you i^vt no need of him (oc 
.your advancement, don't negleft him j he has- 
i viry gooo opinion it yCu ST prefcst: pre- 
serve his friendfliip and efteem, miich may be 
of fwvicc lo-you upon fomc occafion or other." 
i** As the uncle and the nephew (faid I) are both 
concerned in the miniftry, is there no jealouly 
between die two colleagues ?" " On the con- 
^ary, (anfwered he,] they live tt^ther in the 
'greaten harmony. Had it not been for Don 
Balthazar, the Count d'Olivares, perhapi,^ 
would not have been prime minifter : for, ta 
&ort, after the death of Philip the Third, alt 
the friends and pardzans of thehoufe of San- 
doval exerted themfel^vs very much -, fome iiv 
favour of the Cardinal, and odiers in behalf 
o( his Ion i but my mafter, who was the moft 
Aibtle^mong the courtiers, and the Count as 
.iniicii.,^., 
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cunning as he, broke all their nfieafures, and 
took fuch effeftual ftef» to iccurc that place^ 
that their aruagoniAs were quite foiled. The 
Count d'Olivarcs, when he became mini(ter> 
fhared the adminiftration with his uncle Don 
Balthazar, to whom he left the care of foreign 
affairs, referving all domefticfc concerns to 
himfelfi fo thaty by thefe means, ftrengthen- 
ing the ties of friendfhip which ougTit natu- 
rfflly to unite perlbns of th(;famc blood, thefc 
two noblemen, independent of one another* 
live in fuch good correfpondence as to nac 
fcems unalterable." 

Such was the converfation I had wldi Jo- 
fcph ; by whofc information I hoped to profit : 
after which I went to thank Signior de Zu- 
niga for his goodnefs towards me. He told 
^e wry -psliiely that hewouldfeizc cvcrf- 
.occafion of befriending me, and that he vas 
very glad to find me fatisfiedwiih his nephew, 
to whom he allured me he would fpeak agaiR 
inmyfayaurj refolving, atleaft, Chefaid,)-to 
convince me that he had my welfare at heart ; 
and that inftead of one patron, I had two. Ir 
was thus that Don Balthazar, out of friendfliip 
for Navarro, interefted himielfinmy behalf. 
; ■ That very evening I quitted my hired room, 
to go and lodge at the prime minifter's houfc, 
where I liippcd widi Scipio in my own aparti- 
ment. There we were ferved by the donnefT 
ticks of.the family, who, while we ate our vici- 
taah with an affeded gravity, laughed, per- 
ha{» 
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haps, witliin themfelves, at the refpefl: which 
they were commanded to fhow. When tlw 
table was uncovered, and they were retired, 
my iecretary, laying afide his confbraint, faid 
i ihoiifand diverting things, which his gay 
difpolltion and fanguine hopes inlpired. As 
for me, although oveijoyed at the brilliant 
fituation in which i faw myfelf, I felt myfelf 
no longer difpofed to be dazzled by it : but 
going to bed, flept foundly, without givii^ 
way to the agreeable ideas with which I might 
have entertained my fancy ; whereas the am- 
bitious Scipio enjoyed little rcpofe, but paffed 
half of the night in hoarding up money for 
the portion of his daughter Seraphina, 

I had fcarce got on my clothes next morn- 
ing, when I was fent for by his Grace j whoj 
when I came before him, (aid to me, " WeU, 
Santillane, let us fee a Specimen of what thou 
canft do : thou layeft, . the. Duke of liCrm* 
employed thee in abridging memorials : I have 
got one, which I intend for thy firft eflae. 
The fubjeft of it is this ; it muft be a pCT- 
formance to prepoflefs the pubUck in favour of 
my minifby. I have already privately fpread 
a report, that I found affairs in very great dif- 
ordcr : the bufmefs, therefore, is Co cxpofe to 
the eyes of both court and city, the miferable 
condition to which the monarchy is reduced. 
We muft, on this fubjeft, draw a pidure 
which will ftrike the people, and hinder them 
from regretting the k>f3 of my predeceflbr. 
After that, you myft'taffol the meaiures which 
1 have 
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I have taken to render his Majefty^a reign glo- 
-xious, his dominions Hourifliing, and his fub- 
jefts pcrfeftly happy." 
■ His Grace having fpokc in this manncfr 
, gave me a paper, containing the juft caufes 
the nation had to complain of the preceding 
admmtftration, fumn-ued up in ten articles ; 
die leaft of which, I remember, was flifficient 
to alarm all good Spaniards: then fhittdng 
me in a clolet adjoining to his own, he le^ 
me to work at liberty. I began to compofe 
my Biemorial as well as I could. I firft of all 
defcribed the bad condition of the kir.giJoni, 
the finances cshaulted, the royal revenue en- 
grofTcd by partizans, and the marine entirely- 
ruined. I then demonftrated the faults cixn^ 
mitted by thoie who had govemcd the ^te 
under the bft reigRj and the terrible conie- 
Quences which might proceed 6rom thefe 
raults. In Ihort, I reprefented the monarchy 
in danger, and fo Iharply cenfured the former 
(ninifter, that aixording to my memorial, ^e 
lofs of the Dt^e of Lerma was a greac happi- 
iiefs for Spain. To fay the truth, though I 
harboured ro reientment a^inCt tlwt noble^ 
man, I was not fc»-ry to do him this good 
ofHce. Such is the diljxiAtion of man ) 

In fine, after a frightful pifture of the mis- 
fortunes which threatened Spain, I en::ouraged' 
the minds of the people, by maMng them con- 
ceive fair hopes of the mtupe. I made the 
Count d'Qtivares fpeak like a favtour fent 
from, heavco fat the &bwk)& of the ftaee ; I 
gnMni&t 
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prtmniled mountains and mit-acles ; m a wbrd, 
I entered fo well into the yiews of the new 
miniltcr, that he (eeriltdfurpriftdat my per- 
formance : which When he hiid read to ah 
end, " Santillahei (faid he,) d(^ thtiu know 
that thoil haft compofed a morftl worthy of 
a fccretafy of ftsEt*? I am not furprifcd that 
the Duke of Lerma employed thy pen; thy 
ftyle isconcift', andeven elegant; but I think 
it is & little too natural." He then pointed 
■out die places 'which were not to his tafte, d- . 
tering them with his own hand : and I pet-- 
ceived, by his corrcftions, that he loved (ar 
Navarro had uM me) obfcure itid far-fctclied 
<xprc(fions. Neverthelefs, thoi^h he w»a rc- 
fohred to have nobfcncfs, or r«twr conceits in 
his diftion, he pteferved two thirds of mjr 
work: and, to fliow how well he was farisfied 
with rhy capacity, fent to me, by Don Ray- 
mond, three hufldr^ piUolcs, as a defcrt at 
dinner* 

C H A P. VI. 

^he aje to wbkb Gil Bias puts his three hm^ed 
p06lesi at^ bis charge to Sdpio: with the 
Jkcte/s f^ the above-metitioned memorial. 

THIS favour erf" the minifter furnifhed 
Scipio with a new opportunity of con- 
gratuJatii^ my return to court. " You fee 
(f^d he) that fortune has gteat deligns in 
your favour, Ar« you now lorry for having 
quitted you? folkude ? Long life to the Count 
J d'Olivares 1 
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d'Olivares \ he is quite another fort of a pa- 
tron than his prcdeceflbr. The Duke of Ler- 
raa> though you wasib much attached to him, 
let you languiih feveral months without giving 
you one piftole ; whereas the Count has al- 
ready bellowed upon you a gratification, 
which you could not hare expe<5ted tiA after 
long fervice. 

" I wifh (added he) that the LordsofLeyva 
were wiincfics of the happineis which you en- 
joy, or at leaftmade acquainted with it." "It 
is time indeed for them to know it, (anfwered 
I,) and I was jufl; going to tidk to thee 
about the matter. I don't doubt that they 
are extremely impatient to hear from me ; but 
I waited until 1 Ihould (ct mylelf lettled in 
Ibmc Ihape or other, and be able to inform 
them pofitively whcxher or not 1 ihould ■ ftay 
at court. Now that I am fixed, thou mayeft 
fet out for Valencia when thou wilt, to in- 
form thofe noblemen of my prefent fitqation, 
which I look upon as their own work, fincc 
it is certain, that had it not been for them I 
Ihould never have determined upon my jour- 
ney to Madrid." " My dear mafter, (cried 
the (on of Colcolina,) how happy will they 
be, when I recount to them what has happened 
to you ! would I were already at the gates of 
Valencia : but I Ihall be there very loon : 
Don Alphonfo's two horfes are ready : I will 
fct out immediately with one of his grace's 
lacqueys ; for befides that I fhall be glad of a 
companion on the road, you koow people 
.6 wiU 



cGooj^k' 



' G 1 L B L A S. i«j 

■will be dazzled by the llvcay of the prime 
minUter. 

I could not help laughing at the ridiculous 
vanity of my fecretary J though vainer ftill, 
perhaps, than- he, I let him do as he defircd. 
" Go, (faid I,) and return as ibon as polfible j 
for I have another commiflion to c;ive thee-; 
thou muft go to the Afturias with money for 
my mother: 1 have, through negligence, let 
the time pafs on which I promifed to remit 
> hundred piftoles to her, and which thon 
undertook to deliver with thy own hand. 
Thefe fort of promifcs from a ion ought to 
be lb facred, that I upbraid myfclf with my 
wantofpunftuality." " Sir, (anfwered Sci- 
pio,) in fix weeLu I will bring you an account 
of both thefe commiffions ; - I will convcrfe 
■with the Lords crfLeyva, make a tour to your 
country-houfc, and re-vifit the city of Oviedo, 
which I never remember without wifhing 
three fourths and a half of its inhabitants at 
the devil. Upon this I counted out to the 
ion of Coicolinaone hundred piftoles for my, 
mother's penQon, with a hundred more for 
himfelf, that he might agreeably perform die 
longjourney which he had undertaken. 

A few days after his departure, the Count 
fent our memorial to the pr^fs ; and it was no 
fooner publiftied, than it became the fubjeft 
of all converfation in Madrid. The people, 
always friends to novelty, were charmed witb 
riie performance ; the low ebb of the finances, 
which was pamted in lively colours, incenfed, 
them 
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them againil the' Duke of Lerma ; and if tlie 
ftrokes of the quill which that minifter re- 
ceivcdt were not applauded by every body, 
at leaft dicy met with abundiince a( appra-- 
bation^ 

As &x the m^niBcent proniifes made bjr 
the Count d'Olivares, and, amot^ others, 
that of defraying the national expenfe by 3 
prtident oeconomy, without incommoding the 
fubjeAs, they dazzled the citizens in general, 
and confirmed them in the grand opinion 
which they had already entertained of his ca- 
pacity; fo that the Whole city echoed with 
his praiTe. 

That minifter, ovegftyed to ice the accom- 
|>li{hnientof his aim, which in that book had 
Men to acquire the publick a%6l:ion, was re- 
iblved to dcferve it effedually, by a com> 
mendable aftion, which Ihould be ferviceable 
to the King. For ' this 'purpofe, he had re- 
courfe to the imrention erf" the Emperour Gal., 
ba ; that \s, to make thofe who had enriched 
themfelves> the Lord knows how, in the ad- 
miniftration of the finances, regorge their 
■ wealth. When he had drawn from thofe 
leeches the Wood which they had fucked, and 
filled the coflwrs of the King, he undertook to 
preferve it, by fupprcifing all penfions, not 
even excepting his own, as will as the grati- 
fications that were given oat of the King's ex- 
chequer. To fucceed in this de^, whidi 
he could not execute without changing the 
6ce of ^rertumnc, ht onployed me in com- 
pofing^ 
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pofing a new memorial, the fubftancc and 
form of which he ditftated. He then enjoined 
me to rife as much as I could above the ordi- 
jiary fimpJicity of my ttyle, and give mors 
dignicy to my cxpreffions. " Enough, my 
lord, (faid I,) your excellency fhall have the 
fplendid and fui/ime which you defire." I ihut 
myfelf up in the fame clofct where I had com- 
pofed the firft, and there went to work, after 
having invoked the eloquent genius of the 
archbilhop of Grenada. 

I began by reprefcnting, that we could not 
be too careful in preferving the money which 
was in the treafury, and which ought to be 
employed only in the emergencies of the State, 
as being a facrcd fund, . referved on purpofe 
to keep the enemies of Spain in awe. Then . 
I demonftrated to the king, (for the memorial 
was addrefled to him,) that in taking away 
all the penfions and gratifications with which 
the revenue was faddled, he fliould not, for 
all that, deprive himfelf of the pleafure of re- 
warding thofe fubj(^fts who {hoiild deferve his 
favour i fince, without touching his treafure, 
he was in- a condition to beftow upon them 
great recorapences : that for fome he had 
vice- royalties, governments, orders of knight- 
hood, and military employments ; for others, 
commanderies, and penfioas upon them, 
titles, niagiftracies ; and, in fine, all forts of - 
benefices tor thofe who are confecruted to tli« 
church. 

Vol. IV. 1 This 
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This memorial, which was much longer 
than the firft, took me up near tliree days ; 
and luckily I compofed it to the tafte of my 
matter j who, finding it written with empha- 
fis, and fluffed with metaphors, loaded me 
with applaufc. " I am very well fatisfied 
■with this, (iaid he, pointing to the moft tumid 
places;) thele are wcU-fl^mped expreflions. 
Courage, friend} I forefce that thou wilt 
be of great fervice to me ;" ncverthelefs, in 
fpite of the applaufe of which he was fo pro- 
digal, he did not feil to re-touch the memo- 
rial. He inferted a good deal of his own, 
and compofed a piece of eloquence which 
charmed the king and the whole court. The 
city joined its approbation, conceived a-happy 
omen of the future, and flattered itfelf that 
the monarchy would refume its ancient luftre 
under the miniftry of fuch a great man. 

His excellency, feeing that this piece did 
him a great deal of hopour, was willing that 
I fhould reap fome fruit from it, in confidera- 
tion of my fliare in the'Compofition: he ac- 
cordingly beflowed upon me a penfton of five 
hundred crowns, upon the commandery of 
CaftilC} which was the more agreeable to 
me, as it was not wickedly* though ealily 
got. 
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C H A P. VII. 

By what accident, in what place, and cetuUtion, 
Gil Bias found his friend Fabricie ; and the 
eoitverfation that happened between them. 

NOTHING gave more pleafure to the 
Count, than to know the opinion which 
thepeoplc of Madrid had of his conduit in the 
miniftry. He afltcd me every day what peo- 
ple faid of him; and even maintained fpies> 
who brought him an exa£t account of whac 
paflcd in the city. They reported to him 
every word which they heard ; and as he or- 
dered them to be fincere, his felf-love futfcred 
fometimes j for the people have an intempe- 
rance of tongue which has no relpe£l of per- 
Tons. 

When I perceived that he was pleafed with 
thefe reports, I employed myfelf every after- 
noon in going to public places> -and joining 
cpnverfaiion with good company. When they 
fpoke of the governmentj I liflened with at- 
tention ; and if they faid any thing that de- 
ferved to be re-told to his Excellency, I did 
not fail to inform him of it : but it muft be 
obferved, that I never reported any thing 
which was Ipoken to his prejudice. 

One day, as I recumed from one of thefe 
places, pafTing by the door of an hofpltal, I. 
ielt an inclination to enter, i walked through 
two or three wards full of fick people a-bed, 
and furveycd every thing around ^e. Among 
1 2 thefe 
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thefe unfortunate people, whom I could not 
behold without compalTion, I was ftruck with 
the appearance of one, who, I believed, was 
my old friend and comrade Fabricio. That I 
might have a more diftindl; view of him, I ap- 
proached his bed ; and having no longer any 
reafon to doubt that it was the poet Nunnez, 
ftopt a few minutes to confider him, without 
fpeakingi while he, recoUefting me alto, 
eyed me in the fame manner. At length, 
breaking fiience, " Sure (faid I) my eyes de- 
ceive me! is this aftually Fabricio whom I 
meet in this place !" " Th6 very fame, (an- 
fwered he coldly;) and thou haft no caufe to 
be furprifed at it. Since I left thee, I have 
ever excrcifed the bufinefs cf an author : I 
have compoled romances, comedies, all kinds 
of works of genius. I have run my race, and 
am now at the hofpital." 

I could not help laughing at theft words, 
luid ftill more at the ftrious air with which they 
were pronounced. " How ! (cried I,) has 
thy mufe brought thee to this place ? hath 
fhe played thee this villainous trick ?" " Thou 
feeft it is fo (he replied;) this houfe is the 
retreat of many a wit. Thou haft done well, 
my child, to take another road j but methinks 
thou art no longer at court, and the face of 
thy affaiis. is changed: nay, I remember to 
have heard that thou waft imprifoned by 
order of the king." " True, (faid 1,) the 
charming fituation in which I was, when wc 
. parted 
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parted, in a litdc time after was followed by 
a reverie of fortune, which robbed me ot my 
wealth and liberty : neverthclefs, my friend, 
thou feeft me again in a more flouriniing ftate 
than ever." " That is impoITible ! (cried 
Nunnez,) thy apparel is frugal and plain; and 
thou haft not that vain and infolent air which 
proiperity ufually gives." " Misfortune (an- 
fwercd I) hath purified my virtue ; and I have 
learned in- the fchool of adverfity to enjoy riches 
with moderation,!' 

" Tell me, then (cried Fabricio, ftarting 
up if\ a traqfport,) what may be thy employ- 
ment ? what bufincfs doft thou follow ? art 
thoii not fteward to fome ruined grandee/ or 
opulent widow?" "I have a better poft, ('t 
repliedj) but thqu muft difpenfe with my 
telling thee more at prefent : I will fatisfy thy 
curiofity another time : I will now only let 
thee know that I am in a condition to afTift 
thee, or rather to make thee cafy for life, 
provided thou wilt promife to write no more 
worlcs of genius, cither in verfe or profe. Doft 
thou feel thyfclf capable of making fuch a fa- 
crifice to me?" " I have already made it to 
heaven, (faid he,) during a levcrc diftemper, of 
which I am juft cured. A Dominican father 
has made me abjure poetry, as an amufemenC 
which) if not criminal, at leaft diverts the 
mind from the purfuit of wifdom and virtue." 

y I congratulate thee, my dear Nunnez, 

(anfwered Ij) but beware of a relapfe." 

"_That I am in no fear of, (he refumed :) I am 

I 3 , firmly 
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firmly refolvcd to abandon the Mufcs : and 
when thou camcft into the ward, was juft com- 
pofing an eternal adieu to them in vcrfe." 
** Mr. Fabricio, (faid I, ftiaking my head,) I 
don't know if the Dominican and I dare truft 
to your abjuration, you fcem fo fiirioufly en- 
chanted by thefc learned damfels." "No, no, 
(anfwcred he,) I have broke off all conneftion 
with diem -, nay more, I have conceived an 
avcrfion for the public, which docs not defervc 
that authors ftiould confecrate their works to 
h : I (hould be ibrry if I could produce any 
thing that would pleafe it. Don't imagine 
(continufd he) that this language is diiftatcd 
by paiTion : I fpeak in cold blood ; I equally 
delpifc the applaufe and hifles of the public, 
which one does not know how to manage. It 
is fo capricious, that it docs not think two 
days one way. What fools arc thofc drama- 
tic writers who are vain of the fucceJs of thdr 
- performances. Whatever noife they make 
by their novelty, if they are brought upon 
the ftage twenty years after, they are for the 
moft part very ill received. The preftnt ge- 
neration taxes the paft with want of tafte, and 
its determinations are contradifted by ihofe of 
the next; from whence I concluded, that 
thofe authors who are now applauded, will be 
hifled by pofterity. It is the fame thing with 
regard to romances, and other amufing books, 
^hich, though at firft they meet with general 
approbation, infenfibly fink into contempt. 
That honour therefore which we reap from 
tke 
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the good fuccefs of our works, is nothing but - 
a mere chimera, an illufion of the brain, a 
fire of ftraw which evaporates in fmoak." 

Though I was well convinced that the Aftn- 
rian poet fpoke this from partion only, I did 
not feem to perceive it, and faid to him, " I 
am overjoyed to find thee diJgufted with the 
belles Jettes, and radically cured of the rage of 
writing. Be aflured that I will immediatelv 
procure for thee an employment in which 
thou mayefl; enrich thyfelf, without being at 
a great expence of genius." " So much the 
better! (cried he.) Genius (links in my nof- 
trils, and I now look upon it as the moft fa- 
tal" prefent that heaven can bellow upon man." 
" I wifh, my dear Fabricio, (I replied,) that 
thbu may'fl ftill preferve thofe fentiments. If 
you perfifl in your refolution to quit poetry, 
I repeat it, I will foon procure for thee an. 
honourable and lucrative poft; but until I 
can do thee this fervice (adding I, giving 
him a purfe of fixty piftoles,) pray accept of 
-this fmall token of my friendfhip." 

" O generous friend ! (cried the fon of 
barber Nunpez, tranfported with gratitude 
and joy,) what thanks do I owe to heaven for 
bringing thee into thfs hofpital, which I will 
leave this very day by thy affiftance !" and he 
actually ordered himfelf to be tranfported into 
a hired lodging. But before we parted, I 
told him where I lived, and invited him to 
^ome and fee me as foon as he Ihould be per- ' 
fcftly recovered. He feemed extremely fur- 
1 4 ptifed, 

" -^^""81^ 
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prifed, when I told liim that I lodged in the 
houfe of the Count d'Olivares. " Thrice 
happy Gil Bias, (faid he,) whofe fate it is to 
be a minifter's favourite ! I rejoice at thy good 
fortune, fince thou ufeft it fo well." 

CHAP. VIII. 

Gil Bias hcomes more and more bekved by his 
majier. -Scifio returns to 'Madrid, and gives 
an account cf hisjcumey to Santillane. 

TH E Count d'Olivarcs, whom hence- 
forth I Ihall call the Count Duke, be- 
caufe the King was pleafed about this time to 
honour him with that title, had a foible which 
1 difcovered, very much to my own advan- 
tage ; and this was a defire of being beloved. 
As foon as he perceived that any one attached , 
himlelf to him through inclination, he im- 
mediately conceived a friendftiip for that ad- 
herent. 

I took care not to negleft this obfervation. 
I was not contented with barely doing what 
be .commanded ; I executed his orders with 
fuch demonftrations of zeal, as quite w6n his 
heart. 1 Aodied his tal^e in all things, that 
1 might conform myfetf to it; and anticipated 
his dcfires as much as I could. 

By this ccndufl:, which feldom fails of fuc- 
cels, I infenfibly became the favourite of my 
mafter, who, on his part, as I myfelf had the 
fame foible, gained my whole foul, by the 
marks of affedion which he beftowedon mej 
and 

c.j«™(, Google 



G I L B L A s. t■^^ 

and I infinuated myfelf fo far into his favour, 
that I at length fhared his confidence with 
Signior Carnero, his chief fecretaiy. 

Carnero hadpratftifed the fame method of 
being agf eeable • to his Excellency j and fuc- 
ceeded fo well, that he was intruftcd with the 
myfteries of the cabinet: That fecretary and 
I were the two confidents of the prime mini- 
fter, and the depofitories of his fecrets ; with 
this difference, that hefpoke to Carnero of no- 
thing but ftatc affairs, and converlcd with me 
on his own private concerns only i by thefe 
means making as it were two leparate depart- 
ments, with which we were both equally fatis- 
ficd, we lived together without jealoufy, as with- 
out friendlhip. I had caufe lo be pleafed with 
my ficuation, which giving me continual op- 
portunities of being with the Count Duke, I 
was always at hand to obferve the very- bottom 
of his ' foul, which he, though naturally dif- 
lembling, ccafed to conceal from me, when 
he no longer doubted the fincerity of my at- 
tachment. 

" Santillane, (faid he to me one day,) thou 
haft feen the Duke of Lerma enjoy an autho- 
rity which looked more like the power of an 
^folute monarch, than that of a favourite 
miniftcr: neverthelefs, I am ftill more lucky 
than he was, even at the higheft point of his 
fortune. He had two formidable enemies in 
the Duke d'Uzeda his own fon, and in the 
confeffbr of Philip the Third. Whereas I fee' 
not one pcrfon near the King, who has credit 
■ I 5 enough 



178 ADVENTURESOP 

enough to hurt me, nor even one whom I 
fufpeft to be my foe. 

*' It is true indeed, (continued he,) that 
when J came to the miniftry I fuffercd none 
to be near the prince, but thofe who were con- 
nefled with me, cither by blood or friendship. 
I have by viceroyalties or embaflies got rid of 
all thofe noblemen who, by their perlbnal me- 
rit, might have acquired fome "portion of my 
foverdgn's favour, which I was refolved eri- 
.drely to poflels; fo that I m^ now fafely fay, 
no great man takes umbrage at my credit. 
Thou feeft, Gil Bias, (added he,) that I difclofe 
my heart to thee. As I have reafon to think 
thee entirely devoted to me, I have chofen 
thee for my confident. Thou doft not want 
underftandingj art (I believe) modeft, pru- 
dent, and difcreet ; in a word, thou feemeft 
proper for executing twenty forts of commif- 
lions, which require a young man of exten- 
five undcrftanding, who is at the fame time 
in my intereft." 

I was not proof againft the Battering images 
which thefe words raifed in my imagination. 
Some vapours of avarice and ambition mount- 
ed into my brain, and awaked in me thofe 
fcntiments over which !■ thought I had gained 
'a complete triumph. I protefted to the mi- 
nifter, that I would aniwer his intentions with 
aH my power j and I kept myfelf ready to 
execute, without fcruple, all the commiffions 
with which he Ihould think proper to intnift 
me. 

While 
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While I was thus difpofcd to raifc new al- 
tars to Fortune, Scipio returning from his 
journey, faid, " I have not a tedious narra- 
tion to make. The lords of Leyva were 
charmed when I told them the reception you 
met with from the king when he knew you, 
and with the behaviour of the Count d'Oli- 
varea." 

Here I interrupted Scipio, faying, "You 
would have given them ftill more plealure, 
my friend, could you have told them on what 
footing I am now with his grace. The ra- 
pidity of the progrefe which I have made in 
his Excellency's heart lince thy departure, is 
altogether prodigious." "God be praifed) 
my dear mailer, (anfwercd he,) I forefce that 
a Iplendid deftiny awaits us." " Let us wave 
this fubjeft, (faid I,) and talk ofOvicdo. Thou 
liall: been at the Afturias ; in what condition 
didft thou leave my mother ?" " Ah ! Sir, 
(he replied, afluming all of a fudden a me- 
lancholy look,) I have nothing but afflifting 
news for you from that quarter." " O hea- 
ven ! (cried I) my mother is certainly dead." 
" Six months ago, (faid my fecretary) the 
good lady paid the tribute of nature, as well 
as your uncle Signior Gil Perez." 

I was deeply affeftcd with my mother's 
death, although in my infancy I had never re- 
ceived from her thofe carefies which arc ne- 
celTary to make children grateful in the fcqueL 
1 likewile paid thofe tears which I owed to the 
good caiWDj for the care he had of my educa- 
1 6 tion. 
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lion. My grief indeed did not laft long, but 
foon mellowed into a tender remembrance 
which I have always prcferved of my parents. 

CHAP. IX. 

How, and to whom the Count Duke married bis 
cnly daughter, with the bitter fruits which thdl 



COON after the return of Cofcolina*s fon, 
- *-' the Count Duke fell into a profound re- 
verie, in which he remained for the Ipace of 
eight whole days. I imagined that he was me- 
ditating fome great ftroke of politics : but 
the fobjedt of his mufing regarded his own fa- 
mily only. " Gil Bias, (faid he to me one 
afternoon,) thou muft have perceived'that I 
«m a good deal perplexed in mind. Yes, my 
child, 1 am wholly cngrofled by an affair 
upon which the repofe of my life depends ; 
and I will impart the fecret to thee. 

" Donna Maria my daughter (continued 
he) is now marriageable, and her heart is dif- 
puted by a great number of noblemen. The 
Count de Niebles, eldeft: fon of the Duke dc 
Medina Sidonia, chief of the family of Guz- 
man, and Don Lewis de Haro, eldeft fon of 
the Marquis de Carpio and my own fitter, are 
the two candidates who fccm beft entitled to 
the preference J efpecially the laft, who pof- 
feffes merit fo much fuperior to that of his ri- 
vals, that all the court perfuade themfclves I 
ftiall make choice of h"m for my fon-in-law. 
" Nevtrthclefs, 
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Ncverthelefs, without entering into the rca- 
fons which I have to exclude him, as well as 
the Count de Niebles, I wiil tell thee, that I 
have cafi tny eyes on Don Ramires Nunncz 
de Guzman, Marquis of Total, and chief of 
the femtly of Guzman d'Abrados ; to this 
young nobleman, and the chiMren which he 
ihall have by my daughter, I intend to leave 
my whole eftate annexed to the title of Count 
d'Olivares, to which 1 will join the quality of 
Grandee; fo that my grand -children and 
their defcendants, proceeding from the 
branch d'Abrados and that^ Olivares, will 
pafs for the eldeft of the Guzman femily." 

" Well, Santillane, (added he,) doft thou 
not approve of my defign ?" " Pardon me. 
Sir, (anfwered I,) the projei^ is worthy of the 
genius that formed it ; I am only afraid that 
the Duke de Medina Sidonia will murmur at 
it." " Let him murmur, if he pleafes, (re- 
fumed the minifter,) I ihall give myfelf very 
little trouble about that. I don't love hJs 
branch, which hath ufurped the birth-right 
and tides thereunto attached, over the houfc 
of Abrados, I Ihall mind his complaints Icls 
than the chagrin of my filler the Marchionels 
of Carpio, in feeing her fon difappointed in 
his expeftation of my daughter. But, after 
all, I intend to pleafe myfelf ; and it is al- 
ready decided that Don Ramires Ihall prevail 
over all his rivals." 
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The Count Duke having taken this refla- 
tion, gave a new mark of his fingular policy, 
in putting it in praAice. He prefented a pe- 
tition to the King, begging that he and the 
Queen would be pleafed to beftow his daugh- 
ter in marriage, defcribing the charatacrs of 
the noblemen who were in purfuit of her, and 
leaving the choice entirely to their Majefties; 
but he did not fail in fpeaking of the Mar- 
quis of Total, to Ihew that he was the moft 
■agreeable of diem all. Whereupon the King, 
who had a blind complaifance for his minifter, 
returned thb anfwcr. " I believe Don Ra- 
mires Nunncz worthy of your daughter Don- 
na Maria ; neverthelefs take your own choice. 
The match which will fuit you beft, will be 
the moft agreeable to me. The Kii^." 

The minifter affected to fliew this anfwer; 
and pretending to look upon it as his prince's 
order, made hafte to marry his daughter to 
the Marquis of Toral; an event that very 
much difpleafed the Marchionefs de Carpio, 
as well as the Guzmans, who had flattered 
themfclvcs with the hope of e^uling Donna 
Maria; neverthelefs, as they could not hin- 
der lire marriage, they afFcitcd to celebrate it 
with great dtmonftrations of joy. One would 
have thought the whole family was charmed 
.with the occafion ; but the malecontents were 
foon xevenged in a manner very melancholy 
for 
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for the Count Duke. Donna Maria • in ten 
months brought forth a daughter, which died 
in the birth ; and in a few days after fell her- 
felf a vi£l:im to death. What a lofs was this 
for a father who (te ufc the cxpreflion) had 
no eyes but for his daughter; and wfu> &w 
in this event the mifcarriage of his defign, of 
taking the right of clderfhip from the branch 
of Medina Sidonia ! He was fo much af^£t- 
ed, that for jbmc days he Ihut himlclf up, 
and would fee nobody but me, who conform- 
ing myfelf to his immoderate grief, feemed as 
much afflicted as he. To tell the truth, T 
made ufe of this occafion to fhed frelh tears 
to the memory of Antonia. The refemblance 
lyhich her death had to that of the Marchio- 
nefs of Toral, burft open again the wound 
which was but imperfeftly cured, and renewed 
my own affliction, fo much that the mtnifter, 
overwhelmed as he was with his own forrow, 
co'uld not help being ftruck with mine. He 
was aftonifhed to lee me enter fo warmly into 
his chagrin. " Gil Bias, (faid he one day, 
perceiving me plunged in the moft melancholy 
ladnefs,) it is a fwcet confolaiion for me to 
have fuch a fympathizing confident." " Ah ! 
my Lord, (anfwercd I, giving to him alt the 
honour of my affliflion,) I muft be very un- 
grateful and hard hearted indeed, if I did noc 

* Mr. Le Sige hat here deriaUd from die true hiftor^i Ar 
Donna Marii died unmarried, though Ok wai betiolhed U> Kqr- 
Biond de Guzmin, Muquit of Ton), ifceiwudi crcMed Duke *t 
Us Tomu 
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fincercly fympathize with your Grace. How 
can I confider that you mourn the lofs of a 
daughter of accompliflied merit, whom you 
tenderly loved, without mingling my tears 
with your's ? No, my Lord, I am fo fenfible 
of your goodnefs, that as long as I live I 
ihall always Ihare in your pain as wtU as plea- 
furc." 

CHAP. X. 

Gil Bias ky accident meets the poet Numez, who 
tells him that be has compofed a tragedy^ 
which is immediately to he reprefented on the 
Prince's theatre. The badjuccejs of that piece , 
with the/urprijing good luck which attended its 
fall. 

THE minifter began to be confoled, and 
1 of confirqucnce to refumc my good 
humour, when one evening I went out all 
alone to take the air in my coach, and met in 
my way the Afturian poet, whom I had not 
fcen lifKe he quitted the hofpital. He being 
very well drefled, I took him into the coach, 
and we drove together to St. Jerome's Mea^ 
dow. 

" Mr. Nunnez, (faid I to him,) I think my- 
felf very lucky in having met you by chance, 
otherwife I Ihould not have had ihepleafure." . 

. " No reproaches, Santillane (faid he 

with precipitation,) I Ancerely own that I had 

no intention to vifit thee, anil thou (halt hear 

the reaibn. You promifcd me a good pofl, 

provided 
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provided I (hould abjure poetry j and I have 
found a very fubftantial one on condiiion that 
I make verfe. I have accepted this laft, as 
moft fuitable to my humour. A friend of 
mine has introduced me into the family of 
Don Btfrtrand Gomez de Ribero, treafurer of 
the King's gaflies. This Don llertrand, who 
wants to have a wit in his pay, finding my 
verfificacion very brilliant, has chofen me pre- ' 
ferably to five or fix authors, who offered 
themfelvcs candidates for the employment of 
his private fecretary." 

" I am very glad to hear it, my dear Fa- 
bricio, (faid 1,) for that Don Bertrand is in 
all appearance very rich." " Rich 1 (anfwcred 
he) they fay he has fuchimmenfe wealth, that 
he cannot count it. Be that as it will, my 
oiEce is this : as he piques himfelf upon be- 
ing gallant, and would pafs for a man of ge- 
nius, he keeps a literary corrcfpondence with ' 
fevcrai very fprightly ladies, and I lend him 
my pen to compofe billets filled with wit and 
humour. I write for him, in verfe to one, 
in profe to another, and fometimcs in perfon 
carry the letters, to ihew the multiplicity of 
my talents." 

" But thou haft not tojd me (faid I) what 
I chiefly defifc to know; art thou well fakl 
forjthy epiftolary epigrams?" " Very largely j 
(he replied ;) Rich people are not always ge- 
' nerous, and I know Ibme of them who are 
mere fcrubs ; but Don Bertrand ules me very 
nobly. Over and above two hundred piftoles 
of 
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of fixed wages, I frequently receive from him 
fmall gratifications, which put me in a con- 
dition to aft the gentleman, and pafs my time 
agreeably with fome authors, who are, like 
me, enemies to care." (" But I refumed) has 
thy treafurcr tafte enough to reljfh the beauties 
of a work of genius, and to perceive its 
faults?" " Not at all, (anfwered Nunnezj) 
though he can talk fpecioufly, he is by no 
means a connoiffeur. He gives himfelf out, 
however, for another 7arpa * -, decides boldly, 
and fupports his opinion with fuch loudnefe 
and obftinacy, that generally when he difputes, 
his anti^ii^ is obliged to yield, in order to 
avoid the fliower of ill language with which he 
" is wont to overwhelm his opponents." 

" Thou may'ft well bdieve (purfued he) 
that 1 am very csutious of contr^ifting hinii 
whatever caufe he gives me (or So doing j for 
befides the difagreeablc epithets which I ftioidd 
certainly bring upon myfelf, I might pofDbly 
be turned out of doors ; I therefore pruderitly 
applaud what he praifes, and difapprove of 
every thing which he condemns. By this 
complaifance, which cofts me nothing, be- 
caufc I poflc^ the artof accommodating my- 
felf to the charaflers of thofc who can be- 
friend me, I have gained the friendfliip and 
cftcem of my patron. He has engaged me 

• Sp, Metlui.Tjrpa, ■ finwHs laiilc of the AaguiUn igc i 
hii cribunil vras in the temple of Apolla, where he (at *ich foui col' 
leigDBi to jiuj[e che merit of all cbeacrical pertorauncci befoK the; - 
WCK cxhiluMd OQ ctK Hap. 
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•o compofe a tragedy on a fubjeft which he 
fuggefted. I have accordingly finifhed it un- 
der his eye ; and if it fuccecds I fhal! owe one 
part of my glory to his good advice." 

I afked the title of his tragedy; and he told 
me it was called The Count de Saldagne, inform- 
ing me at the fame time that it would be rc- 
prclented in three days on the Prince's theatre. 
•* I wiih (anfwered I) that it may hatfe a great 
run i and I have fuch a good opinion of thy 
genius, as to hope it will," " I hope fo too 
(faid hci) but there is no dependence upon 
fuch hope, fo uncertain are authors of the event 
of a dramatick piece." At length the firft day 
of its reprefentation arrived \ and as I could 
not go to the play, being hindered by a com- 
miflion I had to perform for his Grace, all that 
I could do was to fend Scipio thither, that I 
might at leaft know that very evening the fuc- 
fcefs of a performance in which I interefted 
myielf. Aner having waited with impattencCi 
I law him return with a look from which I 
conceived a bad omen. " Well, (faid I,) how 
hath "The Count de Saldagne been received by the 
public?" "Very brutally, (anfwered he;) 
never was piece more barbaroufly ufed. I 
came away incenled, at the infolence of the 
pit." " And I (faid 1) am incenfcd at tfic 
fury of Nxinnez in compofing plays. Muft he 
not have loft his judgment entirely, to prefer 
the ignominious £houu and hilTes of an audi- 
ence, to the happy lot which I could have 
procured for him ?" Thus through friendlhip 
did 
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did I inveigh againft the Afturian poet, and 
afflii5ted myfdf ac the misfortune of his piece, 
whi!c he exulted in the event. 

Two days atter, he aftually came to my 
hoiife in a tranfport of joy. " Sandllane, 
(cried he,) I am come to lliare with thee the 
extreme pleafiire which I feel. In compofing 
a bad pl^y, my friend, 1 have made my for- 
tune. Thou'knoweft the ftrange reception 
which The Count de Saldagne met with ; all the 
fpeiSators exclaimed againft him, as if for a 
wager, and to that general exclamation I owe 
my good fortune." 

Aftonilhed to hear the poet Nunne2 talk in 
that manner, " How 1 Fabricio, (faid I,) js 
it poflible that the fall of thy tragedy can juf- 
lify this thy immoderate joy ?" "Ye» fure 
(anfwered he;) I told thee before that Don 
Bcrtrand had inferted fome of his own com- 
pofition in my piece, which of confequence he 
thought excellent. He was violently piqued 
to Hna I'l:; Ijaeftators of a different opinion, 
and this mornicg faid to me, ' Nunnez, Vic- 
trix caufa DUs placuir, Jsd viila €aloni : if the 
public is difpleafed with thy production, in 
recompcnce it pleafes me, and that is enough. 
To confole thee for the bad tafte of the age, 
I will give thee two thoufand crowns a-ycar 
on my eftate ; let us go inftantly to my no- 
tary, and have the deed drawn." We went 
diither accordingly j the treafurer has figncd 
the deed, and paid me the firft year advance." 
I con- 
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I congratulated Fabricio on the unhappy 
fate of The Count de Saldagne, lince it had 
turned out fo much to the author's advantage, 
*' Thou haft reafon (continued he) to com- 
pliment me on that occafion ; how happy am 
1 in having been foundly hiifed ! If the pub- 
lic had been kind enough to honour me with 
applaufc, what fervice ihould I have received 
from it ? Nothing of confcquencc. I fliould 
have got but a very moderate fum for my la- 
bours, whereas its hifles have all of a fudden 
made me cafy for life." 

C H A P XI. 

SantiUane obtains an employment for Scipio, whi 

departs for New Spain. 

MY fecrctary could not without envy look 
upon the unexpefted good fortune of 
the poet Nunnez, which was the fole fubjeft 
of his difcourfc during eight whole days. " I 
admire (faid he) the caprice of fortune, that 
Ibmetimes delights in loading a deteftable au- 
thor with wealth, while Jhe leaves men of 
genius in mifcryi .1 wifli ftie would talce it in 
her head to enrich me alfo in the fpace of one 
night." "That may very well happen, (faid 
I,) and much iboner than you imagine. Thou 
art here in her temple, for I think we may 
call the prime miniftei's houfe the temple of 
Fortune, where favours are often beftowed, 
which all of a fudden enrich thbfe who obtain 
them." '* That is true,- Sir, (anfwcrcd he,) 
6 but 
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but tJiey muft be waited for with patience." 
« Once ihore, Scipio, l(fald I,) make your- 
fcif cafy ; perhaps you are on the point of 
having fome good poft." A few days after, 
an opportunity anally offered of employing 
Wm advwitageoufiy in the fervice of the Count- 
Duke, and I did not let it efcape. 

Difcourfing one morning with Don Ray- 
mcmd Caporis, ftcward, of the prime minifter, 
our converfation turned upon his Excellency's 
Kvenucs. " His grace (laid he) enjoys the 
commanderiesof all the military orders, which 
arc worth forty thoufand crowns per annum, 
and he is obliged to wear the crols of Alcan- 
tara only. Befides, his three pofts of great 
chamberlain, matter of the horie, and grand 
chancellor of the Indies, bring in two hun- 
dred thoufand more ; and all that is nothing 
in comparifon to the immenfe fums which he 
draws from America. I will tell you how: 
when the king's Ibips fct fail from Seville to 
Lifbon for that country, he embarks on board 
of them wine, oil, and corn, which his eftatc 
of OUvares affords, and he pays no duty. He 
&\h thefe commodities in die Indies for four 
times the price which they would ^eld in 
Spain, then emptoys the money in purchafing 
fpices, colours, and other things, which are 
bought for almoft nothing in that new world> 
and afterwards are fold for a high rate iiv Eu- 
rope. He has already got many millions by 
this traffick, without doing the leaft prejudice 
to the king. What will not futprife you (con- 
tinued 
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tinued he) is, that the people employed ia 
tranfafling this commerce always return en- 
riched, the count allowing them to take care 
of their own fortune, while they manage his." 
Cofcolina's fon, who liftencd to our dif- 
courfe, could not hear Don Raymond talk 
thus, without' interrupting him. " Zooks! 
Signior Caporis, I Ihould be glad to be one of 
thefc people, for I have long wilhed to fee 
Mexico." " Your curiofity will foon be fa- 
tisfied, (faid the fteward to him,) if Signior de 
Santillane has no obje£iion to your defire. 
Though I am very nice in the choice of thofc 
whom I fcnd to the Indies on this employment, 
(for I choofe them all,) I will, widiout hefi- 
tation, infcrt you in my rcgiftcr, if your mrf- 
ter defines it." " You will oblige me in fo 
doing, (Iwd I to Don Raymond,) pray give 
mc that mark of your friendfhip. Scipio is 
a young man whom I love ; bcfides, he has a 
great deal of underftanding, and will behave 
in an irreproachable manner. In a word, Z 
can anfwer for him as for myfelf." 

*' If that be the cafe (refumed Caporis,) 
let him repair immediately to Seville; the 
fhips will Ikil for the Indies in a month. He 
fh^ have a letter from me at his departure, 
for a man who will give him all neccffary in- 
. ftruftions to enrich himfelf, without preju- 
dicing the interefts of his Excellency, which 
muft ever be looked upon as facrcd." 

Scipio, charmed with his employment, 

made hafte to fet out for Seville, with a thou- 

land 
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land crowns which I gave him, to buy wine 
and oil in Andalufia, and put him in a condi- 
tion to trade in the Indies on his own bot- 
tom. Neverthclcfs, glad as he was to make a 
voyage by which he hoped to profit lb much, 
he could not leave me without (bedding tcarsj 
. and I coidd not behold his departure with in- 
difference. 

CHAP. XII. 

DoH Alphon/o de Lc^va comes to Madrid-, tht 
motive of bir journey. Gil Bias is affiiSied at 
the caufe, but rejoices at the conjequence of it. 

SCIPIO was fcarce gone, when a page be- 
longing to the minifter biought to me a 
billet containing thefe words : " If Signior de 
■" Santillane will give himfelf the trouble to call 
". at St. Gabriel's head, in Toledo-ftrcet, he 
" will there fee one of his beft friends." "Who' 
can this anonymous friend be ? (faid I to my- 
felf) Why does he conceal his name ? he wants, 
I fuppofe, to give me the pleafurc of fur- 
prize." I went out immediately to Tolcdo- 
ftreet, and going to the appointed place, was 
not a little aftonilhcd to fee Don Alf^onlbde 
Leyva. " Are you here, my lord !" (cried I) 
" Yes, my dear Gil Bias (anfwcred he, hug- 
ging me clofe in his arms) it is Don Alphonlb 
himfelf whom you fee." "What brings you 
to Madrid?" (faid 1) *' I will both furprifc 
and afBift you (he replied,) in telling the caufc 
of my journey. I am deprived of the go- 
vernment 
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vernment of Valencia, and the prime minifter 
has ordered me to court, to give an account 
of my conduit." I remained a whole quar- 
ter of an hour mute and th under- ftruck, then 
recovering myfelf, aflccd what he, was accu(ed 
of. .*' I know nothing of the matter (an- 
fwered he,) but impute my difgrace to avifit 
which I made about three weeks ago to the 
Cardinal Duke of Lerma, who has been a 
month confined to hiscaftleof Denia." 

"O! truely (faidi, interniptinghim,) you 
have reafon to attribute your misfortune to 
that indifcreet vifitj you need feek for the 
caufeof it no where elie: and give me leave 
to fay, you did not confult your ufual pru- 
dence, when you went to vifit the difgraced 
minifter." ■ " The error is now committed, 
((aid he,) and I have taken myrefolution with 
a good grace. 1 will retire with my family to 
the caftle of Leyva, where I will fpend the 
reft of my days in profound peace. All that 
gives me concern, is, my being obliged to ap- 
pear before a haughty minifter, who may pof- 
fibly treat me uncivilly. A fufficicnt mortifi- 
cation to a Spaniard 1 neverthelefs it muft be 
' bor'n ; but before I would make this fubmif- 
fion, I was willing to fpcak widi you." 

" My lord, (faid J,) don't prcfent yourfelf 
before the minifter, until I know what you 
are accufed of; perhaps the evil is not with- 
out remedy. Be that as it ivili, you-muft al- 
low me, if you pleafe, toexert myiclf in your 
favour, as much as gratitude and friendthip 

\0L. IV. K requireV' 
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, require." So faying, J left him at the inn, 
afluring him that he fliould hear from me 
ibon. 

As I had not meddled in State affairs fince 
the two memorials, of which eloquent men- 
tion has been made, I went to Carnero, and 
afkcd if it was true that the government of 
Valencia had been taken from Don AJphonfo 
de Leyva ; He anfwered in the affirmative, 
but (aid he was ignorant of the caufe. Upon 
this, I formed a refohition, without hefitation, 
to addrefs myfclf to his grace, that I might 
learn from his own riiouth what caiift he had 
Co be offended with Don Cfefar's fon. 

I was fo much, penetrated with this trouble-" 
fome event, that I had no occafion to affeft a 
melancholy look to appear afflidtcd in the eyes 
of tBe Gount-Duke. " What is the matter, 
Santillane ? (faid he, as foon as he faw me,) I 
perceive an impreffion of -forrow on thy coun- 
tenance, and even the tears ready to drop from 
thine eyes : has any body injured thee? (peak, 
and thou, fhalt be revenged." " My lord, 
(anfwered I, weeping,) 1 would not conceal my 
forrow from you if I could : I am quite in 
defp^ir, being told tliat Don Alphonfo de 
Leyva is no longer governour of Valencia; 
for I could not have heard a piece of news 
that would affe£t me more." " What fayeft 
thou, Gil Bias ; (replied theminifter aftoniih- 
,ed;) what concern canft thou have with that 
Don Alphonfo and his government ?" 1 then 
gave him a detail of dl the obligations I lay 
6 under 
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undef to the lj>rds of Ley va : and afterwards 
recounted in what mannerlhad obtained from 
the Duke*of Lerma thegovernmenc in quef- 
tion for Don Csefar'^ fon. 

When his Excellency had heard mc to an 
end, with an attention full of kindnefe for 
me, he faid, " Dry up thy tears, my friend. 
I not only was ignorant of what thou haft told 
me, but own alfo that I looked upon Doa 
Alphonfo as a creature of the Cardinal of Ler- 
ma : put thyfelf in my pUce ; would not the 
vifit which he made to his eminence make 
thee fufpeft him ? I am willing to believe, 
however, that having received his empby- 
ment from the Cardinal, he took that ftep 
out of pure gratitude. I am lorry for having 
difplaccd a man who owed his poll tothec ; but' 
if I have deftroyed thy work, I can repair it. 
1 will even do more for thee than the Diikc 
of Lerma did : thy friend Don Alphonfo was 
no more than governour of the city of Valen- 
cia, and I will make him viceroy of the king- 
dom of Arfagon : thou mayeft go and inform 
him of tliis, piece of news, and defire him to 
come and take the oath;." 

When I heard thefe words, I paffed from the 
extremity of grief to an excefs of joy, which 
difturbed my intellefts fo much, that my dif- 
order appeared in the compliment of thanks, 
which I made to his grace, who was not, 
however, difpleafed at my confulion. But 
when I told him that Don Alphonfo was al- 
ready at Madrid, he faid I might introduce 
K 1 him 
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him .that very day. I ran immediately to the 
St. Gabriel, where Don Caefar's fon was over- 
joyed to hear of his new employment : he 
could fcarce believe what I faid, fo improbable 
did it feem to him, that the mlhiller, what- 
ever fricndlhip he had for mr, was capable of 
bcftowing viceroyalties on my recommenda- 
tion. 1 conducted htm to the Count-Duke, 
who received him very politely, and told him, 
" He had behaved fo well in his government 
of the city of Valencia, that the King, think- 
ing him qualiBed to 611 a higher place, had 
named him to the viceroyalty of Arragon. 
Befides, (added he,) that dignity is not above 
your birth, and the nobility of Arragon can- 
not murmur at the choice of the coun." 

His Excellency made no mention of me, 
and the publick never knew the part which I 
afted in this affair : a circumftance that faved 
Don Alphonfo and the minifter a great many 
fatlrical remarks, that peopk might have pafT- 
edupon a viceroy of my making. 

As foon as Don Casfar's fon was certain of 
the place, he defpatched an exprefs to Valencia 
to inform his father and Seraphina of his good 
fortune, and they foon came to Madrid: their 
firft care was to find me, and overwhelm me 
with thanks. What a inoving and gkjrious 
fight was it for me, to fee myfelf embraced 
with eagernefs by the three perfons in the 
world whom I loved moft ! As fenfible of my 
zeal and affedion, as the honour which the 
poft of viceroy did to their family, their cx- 
preflioas 

r. . X-.00;lk 
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preflions of gratitude to me were infinite ; 
ihey even fpoke to me as to one of their own 
rank i they feemcd to have forgot that I was 
their fervant ; and thought they could never 
enough manifeft their t'riendlhip. To fup- 
prels ufetefs circumftances, Don Alphonfo 
having received his letters patenr, thanked 
the King and his miniller, and having taken 
the ufiial oaths, fet out with his family from 
Madrid, to go and fix his abode at^SaragolTa*, 
where hq made his enterance with ail poffiblc 
magnificence -, and the Arragonians thowed 
by their acclamations that they were very well 
pJeafed with the viceroy whom i had fet over 
them. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Gil Bias meets Don Gajion de Cogollas, and Den 
Andrea de Tcrdefillas, at the palace. The con- 
clufion of the Jiory of Don Gajion and Donna 
Helena de Galifteo.- Santillane does an imfor- 
tant piece of/ervice to TordeJiUas. 

I Swam in joy for having fo luckily changed 
a difplaced governour into a viceroy : even 
the Lords of Leyva were lefs pleafed at it 
than I was. I (bon had another opportunity 
of employing my credit for a friend: which 
I ihinlcl (hould relatCj to perfuade the reader, 

• SarijoRa, fbnnetl)' Casfjrei Augu(l», »n UKiflit citv, 0]>on 
the rcvi^r Ebro, capiiai of tbc kingdm of Arri^on. li liu an 
«rth(ii(bop, fovercigQ councit, jnd 'u the fsat of aii unWcffiiy inJ 
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that I was no longer thr lame Gil Bias who 
fold the favours of the court, under the pre- 
ceding miniftry. 

Being one day in the King's antefthambe'r, 
dllcourfing with noblemen, who, knowing my 
Situation with the prime minifter, did not dif- 
dain my conversation, I perceived in the 
croud Don Gafton de Cogollos, that ftate- 
prifoner whom I had left in the tower of Se- 
govia J and the keeper Don Andrea de Tor- 
defiUas along with him. I immediaKly quit- 
ted my company to go and embrace thefc two ' 
friends, whom, if they were aftonifhed to fee 
me there, I was ftill more fb, to meet in that 
place. After fome warm hugs on both fides, 
Don Gafton faid to me, " Signior de Santil- 
lane, we have a world of queftions to aik mu- 
tually, and this is not a convenient place for 
that purpofc : allow me to conduft you to a' 
hoofe where Signior de Tordcfillas and I will 
be glad to havcalongconverration with you." 
I confented to this propofal ! we fqueezed 
through the crowd, and going out of the pa- 
lace, ^und Don Gafton's coach waiting for us 
in theftreet. We went into it all three, and 
were driven to the great market-place, where 
the bull-fights are performed, and there Cogol- 
los lived in a very handfome houfe. " Signior 
Gil Bias, (faid Don Andrea, when we were 
fetin a hall magnificently furnilhed,) at your 
departure from Segovia you feemed to hate 
the court, and to be rcfolved to remove from 
it. for ever." " That was adbjalJy my deiign, 
(anfwered 
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anfwered I,) and fo long as the late King 
lived, I did not change my fcntiments; but 
when I underftood that the prince his fon 
was on the throne, I was willing to fee if the 
new monarch would know mp agiin j he did 
recoUeft me, and I had the good fortune to be 
favourably received; he himfelf recommend- 
ed me to the prime minifter, who has con- 
ceived a friendlhip for me, and wkh whom I 
am in ftill greater favour dun ever I was with 
the Duke of l^erma. This, Signior Don An- 
drea, is what I had to tell you. Now, pray, 
let me know if you arc ftiil keeper of t'le tower 
of Segovia? *' No, indeed, (he replied:) the 
Count-Duke has put anodier in my pLice; in 
all probability, beiieving me wholly devoted 
to his prcdeceffor." " And as for me, (faid 
Don Gafton,) I was fet at liberty for a quite 
contrary reafon. The prime minifter no fooner 
learned that I was imprifoned at Segovia ' 
by the Duke of Ixrma's order, than he or- 
dered me to be difcharged ; it now remains, 
Signior Gil Bias, to inform you of what has 
happened to me fince I have been difcharged. 

" The firft thing I did, (continued he,) after 
having thanked Dun Andrea for his kindnefs 
tome, during my confincm-nt, was to repair 
to Madrid, and prefent myfelf before the Count 
Duke d'Ohvares, who faid to me, ' Don't 
be afraid that the misfortune which hath hap- 
pened to you, will in the leaft prejudice your 
reputation: you are now fully juftirted: and I 
am die mors convinced of yuur innocence, 
K 4 becauffl 
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bccaufe the Marquis of ViUareal, whofe accom- 
piice yon were fufpefted tobe,was notguilEyj 
for, though he is a Portugucftr, and even re- 
lated to the Duke of Braganza, he is not Co 
much in his intcrefts as in thofe of the King 
my mafter. Your intimacy with that Marqtris 
is therefore no reproach upon you : and in or- 
der to repair the injuftice which you fufFcred, 
in being accufed of rrcafon, the King has be- 
ftowed upon you a lieutenancy in the Spanifh 
guards,' I accepted the commilTion, begging 
that his Excellency would allow me, before I 
fhould enter upon my dnty, to go to Coria 
and viftt my aunt Doii[ia Eteonora de Laxa- 
rilla. The minifter gave me leave for amonth, 
and I ftt out accompanyed by one lacquey 
only ; we had already paQt' d Colmenar, and 
were engaged in a hollow road, between two 
noimtains, when we perceived a cavalier de- 
it-nding himfelf valiantly againft three men, 
«h(5^attackc<l him ;ilt(,getlier. 1 did not he- 
iitate, but rede lo his fuccour, and put myfelf 
on his fide. Icbferveti, while we fought, that 
out enemies were maftLcd, and that we hud to 
do widi vigorous fwordfnnen : however, in 
fp"te of their ftrength and IkiU, we remained 
ccnguerors, for I pierced one of the three, 
who fell from his hcrfe, and the other two 
imm.tdiatcly betook thtmftlvest ifiight. The 
vi^toiy, indeed, was not much le!s fata! to us 
than to the wretch whom 1 killed; fmce, 
afjcr the aftion, my companion and I found 
curll'h es dangeroufly wounded. .But you may 
~ gueis 
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guefs what was my furprift, when in this ca- 
valier, I reconciled Combadosthe hiifband of 
Donna Helena ! He was no lefsaftonifhed when 
hefaw that I was his defender: * Ah, Don 
Gafton ! (cried he) was it youthen who earner 
to my afliftance ! when you lb generoufly ef- 
poufed my caufe, you little thought it was 
that of the man who deprived you of your 
miftrefs.' 'I was really ignorant of it, (an- 
fwercd I ;) but had I known you, do you ima- 
^ne that I fhould have fcrupled to do what I 
have done ? are you fo much miftakcn in me, 
as to think me fo bafe i' ' No, no, (he re- 
plied,) I have a better opinion of your virtue ; 
and if I die of the wounds which I have re- 
ceived, I. hope your's will not hinder you from 
profiting by my death." * Combados, (faid 
I,) althoughl have not yet forgot Donna He- 
lena, know, that I don't dcfire to enjoy her, 
at the cxpenfe of your life ; I am even glad 
of having contributed towards faving you from 
the fwords of three afTiffins, fince in that, I 
have performed an aftion agreeable to your 
wife.' While we converfed in this manner, 
my lacquey alighted, and approaching the 
dead cavalier, took off his mafk anddifcover- 
ed features which Combados immediately 
knew. ' It is Caprara ! (cried he,) that per- 
fidious coufin, whoout of fpiie, for having 
been difappointed of a rich ■ cftate which he 
unjuftiy difputcd with me, has a long time, 
cheriflied the defire of murdering mc, and at 
K 5 length. 



(, Google 



a<rt ADVENTURES OF 

length, chofen this day to put it in execution } 
but heaven hath permitted him to fall a vi^im 
to his own defign.N 

" Meanwhile our blood flowed apace, and 
we grew weaker and wcjrtcer : nevcrthelels, 
wounded as we were, we had ftrengch enough 
to go to the town of Villarejo, which was but 
two gun-lhots from the field of battle. Wc 
alighted at the Rrft inn we came to, and fend- 
ing for furgeons, one was brought, who had 
the reputation of being very estpert in his 
profeffion ; he examined our wounds, which 
he found dangerous, then dreflrd them, and 
next day, after having taken off the dreffings, 
declared that the wounds of Don. Bias were 
mortal J he judged more favourably of mine, 
and his prognofticks were fulfilled. 

" Combados hearinghisdoom, thought of 
nothing but preparing for death! he likewife 
dcipacched an expreii to inform his wife of 
what had happened, and of his prefent melan- 
choly fituation ; upon which Donna Helena 
letting out immediately, foon arrived at Villa- 
rejo, her mind diilurbed with a difquiet which 
had two different caufes : the danger in which 
her hufiiand was, and the dread of feeling, at 
fight of me, a flame which was but half ex- 
tinguiftied, revive, created a terrible agitation 
in her breaft. • Madam, (faid Don Bias, 
when ihe came into his prefence,) you arrive 
time enough to receive my lafl: adieu : I am 
going to die, and regard my death as the 
punifhment of heaven, for having by a deceit 
deprived 
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■deprived youof DonGafton. Far from mur- 
muring ai my fate, I exhort you to rellore to 
him the heart which I unjultly ftized.' Donna 
Helena anfwercd only by her tears ; and truly, 
it was the beft reply Ihe could make, as flie 
was not as yet fo much detached from me, as 
to forget the artifice which he had pra&ifed 
to make her break her vows. 

" As the furgeon had prognodicated, Com- 
liados died of his wounds, in lefs than three 
days, while mine indicated a fpeedy cure. 
The young whdow, who was ?f holly engroffed 
by thecareof cranfporting the hufband's corpfe 
to Coria, in order to perform all the funeral 
honours which ihe owed to his alhes, departed 
from Villarejo, after having enquired (through 
merepolitenefs) about my health. As loon 
as I could follow her, I fet out alfo for Coria, 
where my recovery being completed, fny aunt 
Don Eleonora and Don George de Ga- 
lifteo refolved that Helena and 1 fhould be 
married forthwith, left fortune ihould again 
part us by fome unlucky accident. This 
marriage was celebrated in private on account 
of the too recent death of Don Bias j and a 
few -days after I returned to Madrid with 
Donna Helena. As I had exceeded the time 
prefcribed by the Coont-Duke for my journey, 
1 was afraid that he had given to another the 
lieutenancy which he had pfooiifed to me: 
but he had not difpofed of k, and was fo good 
as to admit the excufes which I made for m^ 
delay. 

K 6 " I am 
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" I am now (continued CogoUos) lieute- 
nant of the Spanifti guard, am pleafed with 
my employment, and have contrafted fomc 
agreeable friends with whom I live very hap- 
pily." " I wilh 1 could fay as much (cried 
Don Andrea ;) but I am very far from being 
fatisfied with my condition : I have loft my 
poll, which was pretty advantageous : and I 
have no friends who have credit enough to 
-procure me fuch another." " Pardon mc, 
Signior Don Andrea, (faid I, fmiling,) you 
have in me a friend who is good for fome- 
ehing. I have already faid that 1 am ftill better 
beloved by the Count-Duke than ever I was 
by the Duke of Lerma, and you have the af- 
furance to tell me, to my face, that you have 
not a .friend who can procure a good poll for 
you. Havel not once before done you fuch a 
piece of fervice ? Remember that, by the inte- 
reft of the archbilhop of Grenada, I was the 
occafionof your being named to exercife an 
employment at Mexico, where you would have 
made your fortune, if love had not detained 
you in the city of Alicant ; and I am .at pre- 
sent more capable of fervingyou, having the 
ear of the prime minifter." " I truft wholly to 
you, then ; (replied TordefiUas) but (added he, 
fmiling, in his turn) pray don't fend mc to 
New-Spain; I would not go thither if I was to 
be made chief judge of Mexico." 

We were interrupted in this part of our con- 

verfation by Donna Helena, who came into 

the hallj and whofe amiable pcrfon equalled 

, the 
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the charming idea which I had formed of 
her beauty. " Madam, (faid CogoUos to her,) 
this is Signior de Santillane, of whom you have 
heard me fpeak, and whofe^^reeable com- 
pany hath often fufpended my forrows, while 
1 was inprifon." " YeSj madam, (iaid I ro 
Donna Helena,) my converfation pleafed him, 
becaufe you was always the fubjeft of it." 
Don George's daughter made a modeft reply 
to my compliment ; after which I took my 
leave of this couple, protcfting that I was 
raviflied to find their long pafTion was at length 
crowned by a happy marriage. Then addreff- 
ing myfclf to TordefiUas, I defircd him to 
give me his direftion, which when I received, 
*' Without bidding you adieu, Don Andrea, 
(faid I,) I hope in lefs than eight days, you 
will fee that I have power as well as friendfhip." 
My words were foon verified ; the very next 
day, the Count-Duke furnilhed me with. an 
occafion to oblige the keeper. " Santillane* 
(faid his Excellency,) the place ofgovernourof 
the royal prifon at Valladolid is vacant : it 
brings in more than three hundred piftoles per 
annum, and I am refolved to bcftow it upon 
thee." " I would not have it, my lord, (an- 
fwered I,) were it worth ten thoufand ducats 
yearly : I renounce all pofts that I cannot en- 
joy without removing from your Grace." 
"But (refumed the reinifter) thou mayeli 
very well enjoy this, without being obliged to 
leave Madrid, except to go fometimes to Val- 
ladolid, to viflt the prifon." ** You may fay 
what 



eo6 ADVENTURES OF 

what you pleafe, (I replied j) I will not accept 
of that employment, but on condition that I 
fliall be allowed to refign in favour of a brave 
gentleman called Don Andrea de Tordefillas, 
formerly keeper of the tower of Segovia : I 
fliould love to make him that prelcnt, as an 
acknowledgement for the kind treatment I re- 
ceived from him during my confinement." 

The miniftcr laughing at this diicoiirfe, iaid 
" I fee, Gil Bias, thou haft a mind to make 
a governbur of a royal prifon, as thou haft 
made a viceroy. Well, be it fd, my friend ; 
I give to thee this vacant place for Tordefil- 
las J but tell me freely, what advantage thon 
*ilt reap from it : for I don't believe thee fool 
enough to employ thy credit for nothing." 
•' My lord, (anfwered I,) ought not a man 
to pay his debts ? Don Andrea, in the Ttioft 
difinterefted manner, did me all the fcrvice he 
could : ought notl to requite his generofiry ?" 
** You are become vety difinterefted, Mr. 
Santillane, (faid his Excellency,) I think you 
were not fo much fo, under the laft minifter." 
** I own it, (faid I -,) my morals were corrupted 
by bad example ; as every thing was then put 
to ikle, I conformed myfeif to the fafhion ; 
and as every thing is now given away, I have 
r;fumed my integrity." 

I procured, then, the government of the 

royal prifon of Valladolid for Don Andrea, 

whom, in a litde time, I.fcnc to that city, as 

well facisfied with his new fettlement, as I was ' 

with 



(, Google 



G I L B L A S. . ao7 

wtdi the oppoittHiity of acquit^g mytelf of 
the obligation I o^d him. 

CHAP. XIV. 

SantiMane vijits the poet Nunnez : an account of 
the perjhns whom be founds and the dijeourfe 
which he heard at his lodgings, 

ONE afternooh, I was fcized with an in- 
clination of vifiting the Afturian poet, 
being curious to know how he was lodged. 1 
went accordingly to the houft of Signior Don 
Bertrand Gomez de Ribero, and afking for 
Nunnez, " He docs not live here, (iaid the 
porter,) but lodges there at prcftnt, having 
hired the back-fide of the houfe." So faying, 
he poinced to a houle in the nelghbouThood> 
whither I went, and after having croiled a 
fmall court, entered into a naked hail, where 
I found my friend Fabricio IHU at table, with 
five or fix of his companions whom he treated 
^t day. 

They had almoft dined, and confequently 
were in a trim for difputing ; but as ibon » 
they perceived me, their noify difcourfc fub- 
fided into profound Hlcncc. -Nunnez got up 
with great cagcmeis to receive me, crying, 
- ** Gentlemen, this is Signior de Santillane, 
who is lb good as to honour me with a vi^t; 
pray join mc, in paying your rcfpc^ts to the 
favourite of the prime minifter." At thele 
words, all the guefts got up to falute me j 
and in favour of the citk which I had received, 
treated 

...... c.^. 
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treated me with great civility and refpcA. 
Although I was neither hungry nor thirfty, I 
could not excufe nnyrelf from fitting down at 
table with them j and was even obliged to ho- 
nour the toaft which they had propofed. 

As I imagined that myprefence was a check 
upon their converfacion, " Gcndemen, (faid 
I,) I have interrupted your difcourfe : pray, 
relume it, or I wiU begone." "Theft gcnde- 
men (faid Fabricio) were talking of the Iphi- 
genia of Eurypides. The bachelor Melchior 
de Villegas, who is a critick of the firA'order, 
was afking of Signior Don Jacinto de Roma- 
rata> what was the mofl interelling circum- 
ftance of the tragedy." " Yes, (laid Don 
Jacintt),) and I anfwered that it was the danger 
of Iphigenia." " And I (faid the bachelor) 
replied, (and I am ready to dcmonftrate my 
alferdon,) that the danger is not the moft in- 
terefting part of the lubjedt." " What is, 
then ?" (cried the old licentiate Gabriel dc 
Leon.) " 'Tis the wind" (faid the bachelor.) 

The whole company burft out into laughing 
at this repartee, which I could noffbeHeve fe- 
rious } I thought that Melchior pronounced 
it, with a view of enlivening the converlarion : 
but I did not know this virtuofo, who was a 
man that did not at all underftand raillery; 
'* Laugh as much as you pleafe, gendemen, 
(replied he drily,) I maintain that the wind 
alone ought to intereft, furprife, and move the 
fpeftator : figure to yourfelvcs, a numerous 
army aflembled to go and bcfiege Troy i con- . 
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ceivc all the impatience of the chiefs and fol- 
diers to execute that enterprize, that they may 
fpeedily return into Greece, where they have 
Jcft what 19 moft dear to them, their wives, 
children, and houfehold gods; in the mean- 
time, a curfed contrary wind detains them at 
Aulis, feems to nail them to the port, and if 
it does not change, they cannot go and befiegc 
the city of Priam: It is the wind, therefore, 
which conftitutes the moft interefting point of 
that tragedy. I ftiare with the Greeks, 1 ef- 
pouft their caule, my whole with is the depar- 
ture of the fleet, and I fee with indifference 
the danger of Iphigenia, fince her death is 
the only means df obtaining a favoufable. 
wind from the gods." 

Villegas had no fooncr done fpeaking than 
the laugh was renewed at his expence. Nun- 
nez was fo mlfchievous as to fupport his opi- 
nion, that he might afford more game to the 
ralliers, who began to pafs a great many jokes 
upon the wind : but the bachelor beholding 
them all with a phlegmatick, haughty look, 
treated them as ignorant and vulgar minds. 
I cxpcited every moment to fee them warm, 
and to go to loggerheads, the ufual end of 
their dilTcrtations : but 1 was baulked in my 
expectation ; they were contented with re- 
viling one another, and withdrew when they 
had eaten and drank their BU. 

When they were gone, ! alked Fabricio, 

why he did not live ftijl with his treafurer j 

and if he had quarrelled with him. *' Quar- 

reUed ( 
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relied ! (anfwered he,) God forbid : I am more 
in favour than ever with Signior Don Bcr- 
trand, who has allowed mc to lodge by my- 
ic\{, I have, therefore, hired thefe lodgings, 
to receive my friends, and make merry with 
them in flill liberty ; which is often the calf : 
fcHT thou knowefl: that I am not of an humour 
to leave much wealth to my heirs j and what 
is very happy for me, I am, at prefent, in a 
condition of enjoying parties of pleafurc every 
day." " I am overjoy,ed to hear it, my dear 
Nunnez, (faid I.) and 1 cannot help congratu- 
lating thee again, upon the fuccefa of thy 
lalt tragedy : the whole eight hundred drama- 
tick pieces pf the great Lope have not brought 
him one fourth of what thou h»ft got by ch^ 
Count de Saldagne, 



The End of the Eleventh Book. 



THE 



THE 

ADVENTURES 

o s 

GIL BLAS OF Santillane. 

BOOK XII. 



Gil Bias it /(tit to Toledo by thi minf^er : tba 
motive and/uccejs of his journey. 

DURING a trhole month tlmoft, his 
Grace had been faying to me every 
day, " Santiliane, the time draws 
nigh when I fliall let thy addrefs to work " 
and ftill this rime did not come. At length, 
howeverj it arrived ; and his Excellency fpoke 
tome in thcfe words : " It is reported that, in 
the company of players belonging to Toledo, 
there is a young aftrefs whofc talents make a 
great noife ; it is faid that Ihe dances and fings 
divinely, and quite captivates the fpedtators by 
her declamation. I ain alTurcd alTo, that Ihe 
has 
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has a condderable fliu« of beauty. Such a 
genius deferves to appear at court. The King 
loves plays, mufick, and dancing; and he mull 
not be deprived of the plcafure of feeing and 
hearing a perfon of fucli extraordinary merit. 
I have rcfolved, therefore, to fend thee to To- 
ledo, to judge by tbyfelf, whether or not Ihe is 
aAually fuch a wonderful aftrefs. I will be 
governed by the impreflion Ihe fhall make 
upon thee, as I depend a great deal on thy 
difcernment." 1 anfwered, that I Ihould give 
his grace a good account of that affair ; and 
prepared for my departure with one lacquey 
only, whom I ordered to put off the minifter's 
livery, that tilings might be done the more 
myfteriouily. And this was very-much to his 
Excellency's taftc. I fet out then for Toledo, 
where, when 1 arrived, I alighted at an inn 
near the cadle. Scarce had I fet my foot to 
the ground, when the landlord, taking tnci 
doubtlcfs, for fome country gentleman, faid 
to me, " Signior Cavalier, I mppofc yoo are- 
come to town, to fee the auguft ceremony of 
the Auta da Fe*, which is to be performed 
to-morrow." lanfweredin the aiiirmadve, 
thinking it more prudent to let him believe 
that, than togivehim an opportunity of ques- 
tioning me about my coming to Toledo. 
" You will fee (he refumed) one of the fineft 
proceflions that ever happened : there are (I 
am told) more than a hundred prifoners, among 

•ThsAfl of Faith. 

which. 
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^hich they reckon above ten who are to be 
burnt." 

Next morning, indeed, before fun-rife, I 
heard all the bells of the city tolling ; and this 
melancholy found was to advertife the people, 
that they were going to begin the Auto da Fe. 
Curious to fee thb folemnity, I put on my 
clothes in a hurry, and repaired to the inqui- 
fition. All along the ftrects through which 
the proceffion was to pafs, fcafFolds were ereft- 
ed, upon one of which I hired a place. In 
a little rime I perceived the Dominicans, who 
walked foremoft, preceded by the banners of 
the inquifition. Thefe goodfethers were im- 
mediately followed by the wretched viftims ' 
which were to be facrificed that day by the 
holy office. Thefe milcrable creatures walk- 
ed one after another with their heads and feet 
bare, each having a wax taper in his hand, 
and a godfather* by his fide. Some had large 
Jcapularies of yellow ftufF, garnilhed with St. 
■ Andrew's croffcs painted red, and called San- 
benlto; others wore carochas, which arc high 
paper-caps made in the Ihape of a (bgar-loaf, 
and covered with flames and diabolical figures. 
As I looked attentively at thefe unfortunate 
people with a compaffion which I took care 
to conceal, that I might not fufFer for it, I 
thought I recolleftcd, among thofe who had 
their heaHs adorned with carochas, the reve- 
rend &ther Hilary, and his companion bro- 

■ People Danud by the inquiBtor, ta Kmmpan} the prilbiicn U 
<&ui JUn Ja Ft, and abliged to h wifwenUc ^ ihem. 

ther 
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ther -Ambrofe. They pafled fo near me that 
I could not be miftaken. " What do I fee ! 
. (faid I to myfeir,) heaven, wearied with the 
diforderly lives of thefe wretches, hath de- 
livered them at'laft to thejufticc of the in- 
qiiidiion !" So faying, I felt myfelf ieized 
with horror: I trembled from . head to foot, 
and my fpiriis were fo difordered, that I had 
almoft fwooned. The connexion which I once 
had with thefe rogues, the adventure of Xelva, 
infliort, ail the circumftances of my corre- 
Ipondence with them, prefcntcd themfelves 
that moment to my fancy; and I thought 1 
could never be tliankful' enough to God, for 
having preferved me from the fcapulary and 
carochas. 

When the ceremony was ended, I returned 
to the inn, trembling at the dreadful fpedtacle 
which I had beheld : but thefe afflifting images 
which difturbed my imagi.iation dilperied in- 
icnfibly : and now my whole ftudy was to ac- 
quit myfeit handfomely of the commiHion 
intrufted to my c^re. 1 waited impatiently 
for play-lime, that I might go to the theatre, 
judging that to bfe the moft proper beginning 
of my work : and as foon as the hour came, 
I went thither, and fat down by a knight of 
Alcantara ; with whom entering into convcr- 
iation, " Stgnior, (faid I to him,) may a ftran- 
ger be fo bold 33 to aflt you one qu&ftion ?** 
** Signior Cavalier^ anfwered he, very po- 
litely, I (hall think it an honour." <* I have 
heard the aftors of Toledo (1 refumcd) very 
much 
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much extolled i pray, have I been mifinform- 
ed ?" " No, (replied the knight,) their com- 
pany is not bad; nay, there are great players 
among them. You will fee among others, 
the fair Lucretia, an afbrefs of fourreen years 
of age, who will. furpriTe you very much. I 
fhalj have no occalion to point her out to you j 
when the appears, you will ealily diftinguifli 
her from the relt." I afked if Ihe was to play 
that evening; and he told me (he would, ob- 
icrving at the fame time, thatfhe had a very 
(hining part to a£t in the piece which was go- 
i/ig to be reprefented. 

The play began; ipd two aitrefles, who 
had. negle>^^ed nothing which could contribute 
towards rendering dicm charming, appeared 
on the ftage : but, in fpite of the luftre of 
their diamonds, I took neither the one nor the 
other for her whom I expcfted. At lengiii, 
Lucretia walked fonvard from the bottom of 
the ftage; and her appearance was faluted by 
- a long and general clapping of hands. " Ah ! 
there Ihe is, (faid I to myfelf ;) what a noble 
air ! what grace ! what fine eyes ! O the di- 
vine creature !" I was actually very well pleaf- 
«d, or rather paflionateiy ftruck with her per- 
ibn. On hearing her recice the lirft couplet, 
I found, Ihe had nature, fire, and underftand- 
ing above her age i and I willingly joined my 
ap^laufe to that which flie received from 
the whole audience, during the performance. 
" Well, (faid the knight to me,) you fee how 
Lucretia is carreffcd by the publick." ** I am 
not 
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not at all furprifcd at it," (anfwered I.) You 
would be Icfs fo ftill, (faid he,) if you had 
heard her fing. She is a pcrfefl: fyrcn. Woe 
be to thofe who liftcn ! Her dancing is no Icfs 
formidable. Her fteps, as dangerous as her 
voice, charm die eye, and force the Jieart to 
yield." " If that be the cafe, (cried I,) it 
muft be owned, (he is a prodigy ! What hap- 
py mortal has the pleafure of ruining himlelf 
for fuch an admirable creature ?" 

'" She has no declared lover, (faid he,) and 
even fcandal has not as yet involved her in any 
private intrigue. Neverthelefs, (added he,) 
this may foon be the cafe j for Lucretia is 
under the conduit of her aunt EfteUa, who it 
certainly the molt expert of all the aftrefles." 
At the name of Eftella, 1 interrupted the 
knighc with precipitation, to alk if that Ef- 
tella was an aftrefs of the Toledo company. 
*' She is one of the beft of them, (faid he:) 
Ihehas not afted to day, and we have fuffercd 
by her abfence : Ihe ufually plays the part of 
the waiting-woman, which Ihe performs a> 
admiration. Her aftion is full of fpirit ; per- 
haps too foil ; but it is an agreeable fault 
which ought to be forgiven." The knight 
told me wonders of this Eftella ; and, by the 
picture he drew of her perfon, I never doubt- 
ed that it was Laura, that fame Laura, of 
whom I have fpoke fo much in my hiltory, 
- and whom I had left at Grenada. 

However, to be more certain ftill, after the 

{^y, I went behind tht fccnes ; aud cafting 

my 
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my eyes around, found her in the tyring-room, 
talking to fome gentlemen, who, perhaps, re- 
garded -her only as the aunt of Lucretia. I 
advanced to faluto Laura; but whether through 
whim, or in order to punifli me for my pre- 
cipitate departure from Grenada, ftie pretended 
not to know me, and received my civilities 
fo drily, that I was a little difcDnccrtcd. In- 
ftead of upbraiding her in a laughing humofir, 
for her cold behaviour towards me„ I was fool 
enough to be nettled at it ; I even retired haf- 
tily, rcfolving, in my paiTion, to return next 
day to Madrid. " To be revenged of Laura 
(faid I to myfelfi) her niece fliall not have the 
honour of appearing before the king; for 
this purpofe, 1 can give ta the rainifter fuch 
a dcfcription of Lucretia as I plcafc , I have 
no more to do, but to tell him that Ihe dances 
with a bad grace, that (he has a fqueaking 
voice, and in Ihort, that her charms confift in, 
her youth only. I am fure his Excellency, 
after that, will have no inclination to bring her 
to court." 

Such was the vengeance I meditated againft 
Laura, for her behaviour to me ; but my re- 
fentment did not laft long : next day, jufl: as 
I was about to depart, a page entered my 
chamber, and faid, " Here is a letter for Sig- . 
nior de Santillane." " I am the perfon, my 
child," anfwered I, taking the letter, which 
contained thefe words: " Forget the manner 
" in which you was received laft night in ciie 
" tyring-room, and be fo good as to follow 

Vol. IV. L " the 
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" the bearer." I immediately took, the page. 
for my conductor, who, when we were near 
the play-houfej introduced me into a very 
handfome houfe, where I found Laura at her 
toilet, in a.vcry genteel apartment. 

She got lip to embrace me, faying, *' Sig- 
uier Gil Bias, 1 know that you have no.caufe 
to be plcafed with the reception you met with, 
when you came to falute me in our tyring- 
room J an old friend, like you, had a rignt 
to expeft more civil treatment: but 1 muft 
tcli you, for my excufr, that I was then in a 

. very bad humour. When you appeared, I 
was quite engrolled by Ibme fcandalous dif- 
courfe which one of ourgcntleinen had uttered 
Againd my niece, whofc honour is dearer 
to me than my own. Your fuddcn retreat 
(added Ihc) made.me immediately. recoiled: 
myfrlf J and that moment 1 ordered rny page 
to follow you CO your lodging, that I might 
to-day make amends for my fault." " That 
is already done, my dear Laura, (faid I :) let 
us talk no more of that matter : let us rather 

■ inform ore another of what has ■ happened to 
us fince the unlucky day in which the dread 
of jufl. chaftifemenc njade me quit Grenada 
with great precipitation. I left you, you may 
reniember, in pretty great perplexity: pray, 
how did you extricate yourfeif ? Had you not 
OGcafion for all your addrefs, to appeafe your 
Porrngucze lover ?" " Not at all (replied 
Laura:) don't you know, that in fuch cafts 
the men arc fo weak, that they fomctimes even 
fpare 

[;..i,tc(,G00gle 
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fpare the women the trouble to juftity them- 
lelvcs. I affirmed (continued fiic) ro the Mar- 
quis of Marialva, that thou waft my brother. 
Pardon me, Mr. Santillane, if I fpeak to you 
as familiarly as heretofore : but I can't get rid 
of my old habits. I tell thee then,. that- I- 
brazcn'd it out ; * Don't you fee (faid I to 
the Portugueze nobleman) that all this is the, 
■work of jealoufy and rage ? Narciflaj my cofti- 
rade and 'rival, incenfcd to iee me in quiet 
poffefllon of a heart of which ihe is baulked, 
has played me this trick : Ihc has bribed 
the under candle- fiiuffer, who, as the mini- 
. flerof her refentment, jias the impudence to, 
fay, that he has feen me Arfenia's chamber- 
maid. Nothing can'be more falle : the widow 

■ of Don Antonio Coello always entertained too 
nobJe fentimcnts, to humble herlclffolow as 
to ferve an aftrefs. Befides, what proFCs th"; 
faifity of the accufation, and the confpiracy of 

■ my accufers, is the precipitate retreat' of my 
brother: if he was preftfnt, he might con- 
found their flanderi but Narciffa has, doubt- 

' kfs, employed fome new artifice, to make 

■ him difappcar/ Though ihefe reaibns (pur,, 
fued LaOra) made but an indifferent apology, , 
the Marquis was fo good as to be fatisfied wi:h 
it: and that, good-natured nobleman conii-< 
nued to love me, until the.day.of his depar-. 
ture from Grenada, on his return to Portu- 
gal. Indeed, he did not ftay long after ^hee : 
and the wife of Zapata had the plcafure of 
feeing me lofe the lover of Wiiorn' 1 had de- 

L 2 piived 
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{Hived her. After that, 1 lived fi)me years at' 
Grenada: dien a dVirxM happening; in our 
companyi which is oiten the cale, all me play- 
ers fcparated : fomc went to Seville, others to 
Cordova; and I came to Toledo, wberel have 
been ttn years, with my niece Lucretiftj whom 
thou mpu have feen a& laft night fitice thou 
waft at the play." 

I could not help laug^ii^ in this place ; 
and Laura alldng the cai^, " Can't you 
guefs? (£ud I:) you have nekher brother 
nor fiftcr, and, of confequence} cannot be 
Lucrctia's aunt. Bcfides, when I -calculate 
^e time which hath elapied, fince our laft le- 
paration, and compare it with the age of your- 
niece, I cannot help thinking that you are oiore 
nearly related." 

" I undcrftand you, Mr. Gil Bias, (replied 
Don Antonio's widow, reddening,) what a 
chronologtft you are ! it is imppffible to make 
you believe it. Well then, my -friend, Lu- 
oretia is my daughtet by the marquis of Ma- 
rialva; ihe is the fruit of cKjr correfpondence ; 
I can no longer conceal it fr«Mn thee." " What 
a great effort you make, my princefs, (faid I,) 
in revealing that fecret, after having imparted 
to me your adventures with the ftewatd of the 
liofpitai of Zamora. I muft tell you, more<- 
over, Lucretia, is a maid of iuch fingular me- 
rit, that the public can never be diankful 
enough to you for having made fuch a pre- 
fent to it. It were B>be-wilhed, that all your 
comrades had done the famcw" If fome mif- 
3 chievoua 
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chicvous reader, in this place, reconciling the 
private converfations which I had with Laura- 
at Grenada, while I wa& fecretary to the mar- 
quis of Marialva, fufpeifts that I might have 
difputed with that nobleman the honour of 
being Lucretia's father, it is a fufpicion, the 
injuftice of which I muft avow to my fhaihe. 
I recounted niy principal adventures to Laura, 
in my turn, and made her acquainted with my 
prefent fuuation. She liftened to nly narration 
fo attentively, as to fhew that it was far frooi 
being indifterent to her: and when I had 
finilhed it, " Friend Santillane, (faid flic,) I 
find you aft a very confiderable part on the 
theatre of the world ; and you cannot ima- 
gine how much 1 am overjoyed at your good 
fortune. When I fhall bring Lucretii to Ma- 
drid, with an intention tointroduce her into 
the prince's company, I flatter myfclf tliat fhe 
will find a powerful proteftor in Signior dt 
Santillane." " Never doubt that, (anfwered 
I,) -you may.depcnd upon me : I will procure 
-your daughter's admittance into the prince's. 
company whenever you pleafe : this is what I 
can promife, without prcfuming too much 
upon my power." " I would take you at your 
word, (replied Laura,) and let out for Miidrid 
to-morrow, were I not reftrifted to this place, 
by engagements with our company." "An 
order from c curt can break thcfe ties, (faid I,) 
and you Ihall receive one in iefs than eight 
days. I Ihall be plcafed in taking Lucretia 
jcom the Toledans : fuch a handfome aftrefs 
L j is 
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is deftined for courtiers, and properly belongs 

to us." 

Lucreria entered the room, juft as I had 
pronounced thefe words : and feemed lb pretty 
and cngaging^that I took her for the goddets 
Htbc. She had juft rifenj and her natural 
beauty fliining without the help of art, pre- 
ftntcd a ravifhing objcft to my view. " Come, 
nifce, (faid her mother to her,) come and thank 
tills gentleman for his friendfhip ; he is an old 
acquaintance of mine, who has great intereft 
at court, and intends to introduce us both in- 
to the prince's company. Thefc words feemed 
to give plcafurc to 'the dear girl, who made 
me a low Gun/ey ; and faid, with anenchant- 
ing fmile, " I moft humbly thank you for 
your obliging intention! but in taking me 
from the people by whom I am beloved, are 
you fure that I fliall pleafe the audience at 
Madrid ? 1 fliall, peihaps, lofe by the change. 
i remember to have heard my aunt fay, that 
flie has ften a£tors carefled in one place, and 
iiified in, another; and this gives me fome 
concern ; beware of espofing me to the con- 
tejnpt, and yourfelf to the" reproaches of the 
court." "' Fair Lucretia, (aofwcredl,) neither 
you nor I have reafon to be apprehenfive of 
that : 1 rather fear, that by in&aming all that 
behold yo'u, you will create fome mifunder- 
ftanding among our grandees." "The fear 
of -my niece (laid Laura) is better founded 
than your's : but I h6pc they are both in vain : 
if 
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if Lucretia cannot fnalte a noife by her charms, 
in reconfipence, (he is no contemptible aftrcfs." 
Our converfation lafted fomc time longer; 
and I had reafon ' to conclude, from every 
"thing which Liicreria faid, that Ihe was a maid 
of a fuperior genius. I then took my leave •• 
of the two ladies, affuring them, that they 
fliould foon have an order from^ court to re- 
pair to Madrid. 

c H A P- n, 

Santillajie gives nn account of his commijjton ts 
the minifler, who employs him to bring Liicretia 
to Madrid. The arrival rf that a^rsfs and 

: her appearance: fit cturt. 

AT my return to Madrid,,! found the 
Count-Duke very impatient -to know the' - 
fucccfs of my journey. " Gil Bias, (faid he,) 
haft thou feen this lame aftrefs ? Is ftie worth 
bringing to court?" " aiy lord, (I reglied,) 
Fame, which ufually praifes beauties more than 
they defcrve, has not faid enough in commen- 
dation of young Lucretia i (lie is an-admirablc 
creature, both as to her perfon and talents." 
" Is it pofiiblc ! (cried the miniftei*, with an 
interior fatisfaflion, which I read in his eyes, 
and which made me believe that he had lent 
me to Toledo on his own account) is it pof- 
fible that fhe can be fo amiable ?" " When 
■you have feen her, (ahrwered I,) you will own, 
that no elogium can do juftice to her charms.*" ' 
*' SafttiUane, (faid his Excellency,) give me a 
-* ■ L"4 f^thful 



2H ADVENTURES OV 

faithful "relation of thy journey; I fliall be 
very glad to hear it." To fatisfy my mafter, 
I then recounted all, even the hiftory of Laura 
inclufively. I told him, that this aftreis 
had Lucretia by the marquis of Marialva, a 
Portugueze nobleman, who flopping at Gre- 
nada on his travels, fell in love with her. In 
fhort, when I had recounted to his grace 
every thing that happened between the two 
aftreffes and me, he faid, '* I am overjoyed 
to hear that Lucretia is the daughter of .a man 
of quality ; that circumftance interefts me 
ftill more in her behalf ; fhe muft be brought 
to town. But (added he) continue as thou 
haft begun ; let not me appear in it, every 
thing muft pais in thC' name of Gil Bias de 
Santillane." 

1 wfM and told Carncro, that Jus e^scd- 
lency dcfired him to expedite an order, by 
which the king received into his company 
Eftella and Lucrcda, two aftreffes of Toledo. 
•* Aha ! Signior de Sandllane (faid Caraero, 
with a fatirical fmilc,) yes, you fhall be ferved 
immediately, fince, in all appearance, youin- 
icreft yourfelf for thcfe two ladies," At the 
fame time, he wrote an order with his own 
hand, and delivered it to me to be expedited j 
fo that I fent it inftantly to Eftella by the fame 
lacquey who had attended me to Toledo. 
Eight days after, the mother and daughter ar- 
riving at Madrid, took lodgings hard by the 
prince's company, and their firft care was to 
give mc notice of it by a billet. I vifited them 
imm«- 
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immediately, wherCj after a thouland ofFers of 
ferVicc on my fide, and as many acknowledg- 
ments on their's, I left them to prepare ^r 
their firft public appearance, which I wiflied 
might be brilliant and fuccefsful. 

They advertifed themfelves as two new ac- 
trefles, whom the prince's company had re- 
ceived by an order from court j and they be- 
gan with a comedy which they had often aded 
at Toledo with applaufe. In what part of the 
world are new fights difrcgarded ? The play- 
houfe was that day filled with an extraordinary 
concourfc of fpeftators ; and you may well 
. imagine, that [ did not fail to be there. I 
fuffered a little before the piece began; and, 
prepofleffed as I was in favour of the talents 
both of mother and daughter, I trembled for 
them, fo much was I intercfted in their fiic- 
cefs. But fcarce had they opened their mouths, 
■when my fear was banithed by the applaufe 
which they received. Eftella was looked upon 
■ as a confumrriate comic aftrefs, and Lucretia 
as a prodigy in tender parts. This iaft cap- 
tivated all heaits. Some admired the beauqr " 
of heriyes, others were touched by the fweet- 
nefcbf her voice ;"^d every body, fl:ruckwith' 
tl^e graces and brilliancy of her youth, went 
aWay enchanted by her appearance. 

The Count-Duke being more intereftcd than 
I imagined in the firft effay of this aftrefs, 
was at the play that evening ; and I faw hiqn 
go out about the end of the performance, 
f ecmingly very well fatisfied with our two new 
L 5 ' players.- 
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players. Curious to know if he was really 
affefted with their fuccefs, I followed him 
home, and going into his clofet juft after himj 
" Well, my lord, (^faid I,) is your Excellency 
fatisfted with young Marialva ?" " My Excel- 
lency (anfwered he fmiling) would be very 
nice indecdj if I refufed to join my vote to 
that of the public. Yes, child, 1 am charm- 
ed with thy Lucretia, and I don't doubt that 
the King wiU be plealed when be fees her." 

CHAP. III. 

iMcretia makes a great ttoife at court, mid aSs 
before the king, who faUs in love, with ber. 
The confequence of his fajfton. 

THE appearance of two new aftreffcs 
fooii made a noife at court ;. the very 
next day it was fpoke of at the King's levee. 

'Some noblemen extolled young Lucretia in 
paiticular, and drew fiich a beautiful pifture 
of her, that the monarch was ftruck with it i 

'but diflembliiTg the impreffion which their dtf- 

'courfes made upon his heart, he fcemed to 
take no notjce of what they faid. Neverihe- 

"Icls, as foon as he found himfelf alone wiiK 
the Count-Duke, he alked who this aftrefs was, i 
whom they praiJed fo much. The minifter 
anfwered, tliat file was a young- player of To- 
ledo, ' who had made her firfl: appearance the 
preceding night with great fuccefi. She is 
called Lucretia, (added he,) a name very iuit- 
ablc to people ot her profellion..' She is an ac- 
. 7 quMntancc 
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quaintance of Santillane's, who fpoke fo much 
in her favour, that I thought proper to re- 
ceive her into your Majcfty's^company." ■ 

The King fmiled, when he heard my name 
mentioned, becaufe he rcmenjiacred perhaps at 
that moment, that it was I who had made him 
acquainted with Catalina, and forefaw that I 
ihould do hirtvihe fame fervice on this occa- 
fion. "Count, (faidhe to the minifter,) I will 
go to-morrow and fee this Lucrctia aft. Take 
care to advertife her of my intention." 

The Count-Duke, havingrepeatcd this Con- 
verfation to me, and informed me of ihc King's •■ 
defign, fent me to imparrit to our two adrcf- 
fes. " I come (faid I to Laura, who was the 
firft I met) to tell, you a piece of great news « 
you will to-morrow have among your fpefta- 
.tors the fovereign of this monarchy; this is 
what I am ordered by the minifter to acquaint 
you with. I don't doubt that your daughter 
and you will do your utmoft to defcrvc the 
honour which the King intends ycju ; but I 
advifc you to choofe a piece in which there is 
both dancing and mufic, that he may admire 
.alt the talents of Lucretia together." " Wc 
will take your advice, (replied Laura,) and 
do all in our power to amufe the prince." 
" He cannot fail of being pleafed, (faid I, 
■ feeing Lucretia come in, in a dilhabille, which 
gave her more charms than the moft fuperb 
theatrical drefs.) He will be fo much the . 
more fatisfied with your lovely niece, as he 
loves finging and dancing above all other en- 
. L 6 tertainmenBBj 
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tertainments ; who knows but he miy be 
.tempted to throw the handkerchief at her ?" 
" I don't at all with (replied Laura) that be 
may have any fuch tcmpcation -, notwith- 
ftandbg his being a powerful moaarchi he 
might tind obflacles to the accomplifiimcnt of 
his defires. Lucretia is virtuous, though bred 
behind the fccnes : and whatever plealure Ihe 
may feel in feeing herfelf applauded on the 
Aage, Ihe would much rather pais for a modeft 
girl than for a good aftrefs. 

" Why flioiild my aunt ^iaid young Ma- 
rialva, joining in the converiation) form fuch 
chimeras to fight with ? I Ihall never be obliged 
to repulfc the fighs of the King; thedehcacy 
of his tafte willTave him from the rejwoaches 
be would dcferve> if he could humble his 
attention to me." " But charming Lucretia, 
(faid I,) fhould it happen that the prince 
would attach himfelf to you, and choc& you 
for his miftrefs, would you be (b cruel as to 
let him languifh in your chains, like an ordi- 
nary lover ?" " Why not ? (aniwered Ihe.) 
Yts, doubdefs : and though virtue were out 
cf the queftioti, my vanity would exult much 
more in refitting than in yielding to his paf- . 
fioi]." I was not a little aftonilhed to hear a 
pupil of Laura talk in this manner ; and left 
the ladies, praifmg the laft for having bc- 
ftowed fuch good education on the other. 
, , Next day, the King, impatient to fee Lu- 
cretia, went to the f^y. They afted a per- 
formance mixed with fongs and dances, in 
which 
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which our young aftrefs fhone very much. 
From the beginning to the end, I kept my eyes 
. fised on the monarchj and in his look endea- 
voured to read his thoughts; but he baffled my 
penetration, by an air of gravity which a.\l 
along he affected to preferve. ] did noc learn 
till next day what 1 was fo curious to know. 
" Satjtillane, (faid the minifter to me,) I have 
iuft left the King, who has fpoken to me of 
-Lucretia with lb much vivacity, thati am con- 
vinced he is captivated by that young player j 
and as I told him that thou waft the occaTioh 
of bringing her from Toledo, he faid he Ihould 
be glad to talk with thee in private on that 
fubjc£t. Go inftandy and prefcnt thyfelf at 
his chamber-door, where there is an order al- 
ready given to admit thee. Run, thercfbrr, 
and bring me back as foon as pofliblc an ac- 
count of the converfation." 

] flew inftantly to the palace, where I found 
the King alone,-walkiftgvery feft, inexpefta- 
tton of my coming, and feemingly very much 
perfdexed. He put fcveral qudtions to me 
about Lucretia, whofe hiftory he obliged me 
to recount : he then a&ed if the little gentle- 
woman had never been engaged in any in- 
trigue. I boldly a0ured him that fhe had not 
(though thefe forts of ai&rances are a little 
rafh), and the prince feemed very glad to hear 
it. "' If that be tlie cafe, (faid he,) I choofc 
thee for my agent with I^ucretia ; and defire; 
that by thy means flie may this evemng learn 
iicr vidory. Go, figruly her conqueft from 
me. 
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me, (added he, putting into my hand a dia* 
mond necklace worth forty thoufand crowns,) 
.and tell her that I dcfirc (he will accept of 
that prefcnt, until I give her more folid marks 
<rf" my afFeftion." 

Before I performed tlus commilTion, I went 
back to the Count-Dukc, and made a ^thful 
report of what the King had faid : with this 
I imagined the minifter would be more afflicted 
.than rejoiced, for I believed, (as I have al- 
ready obferved,) that he himfelf had amorous 
views upon Lucretia, and would be chagrined 
to hear that his mafter was become his rival; 
but I was ipiftaken. Far from feeming mor- 
tified ac.tlw news, it gave hrm ib much joy, 
.that, beio'g unable to contain it, fome words 
elcaped him which did not fall to the ground. 
."Aha! Philip, (cried he,) egad, I have you 
faft. For once you will be fick of bufincls.'* 
This apoftrbphe difclofed the whole contri- 
vance of the Count-Duke, I now perceived, 
that the minifter beij^ afraid of the King's 
applying himfelf to ferious affairs, endeavoured 
to amufe him with.^pleafures more fuitable 
;o his humour. ,Santillane, (faid he after- 
wards,) lofe no time ;, make bafte, my friend, 
to go and execute the important order wlucti 
thou hall received, and. which a great many 
noblemen ^t court would gloiy in performing. 
Consider (faid he) that i^ou hall here nocount 
de Lemos to deprive thee of one Jialf of the 
honour acquired in this fervice. Thou wilt 
have 
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have it entirely w thyfelf and moreover en- 
joy all the fruits of it." 

Thus did his Excellency g^ld the piUi tvhich 
I fwallowed down gently, though not without 
tafting the bitternefs of it ; for, fince my im- 
prifonment, I had been ufed to look- upon 
things in a moral point of view, and did not 
think the poft of Mercury in chief quite So 
honourable as it was called. However, though 
1 was not vicious enough to perform it without 
remorfe, I had not virtue fufficient to make me 
refijfe die employment. I therefore obeyed 
the King the more willingly, ^ I faw at the 
fame time that my compliance would be agree- 
able to the minifter, whom it was my fole 
ftudy to pleafe. I thought proper to addrefs 
myfclf at firft to Laura, to whom in a private 
converlation I difclofed my miffion in a difcreec 
manner; and, towards the end of the dif- 
courfe, prefented the jewels : at fight of which, 
the lady being unable to conceal her joy, gave 
a loofe to it. " Signior Gil Bias (cried Ihc,) I 
ought not to conftrain myfelf before my oldeft 
and belt friend. I Ihould be too blame, in af- 
fecting a falfe feverity of morals, and making 
grimaces with you. Yes, you need not doubt 
it, (condnucd Jhe,) I am overjoyed that my 
daughter has made fuch a precious conqueft, 
all the advantages of which I comprehend ; 
but, between you and me, I am afraid that 
iucretia will look upon them with a different 
eye : for, tho' a young aftrefs, Ihe is Jb^ care- 
ful of her chaftity, that ihe has already re- 
jefted. 
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je&cd the addreffes of two young noblemen 
both amiable and rich. You may fay indeed, 
thatthefe *vere not Kings. True; and in ail 
probabihty, die paffion of a crowned head 
willlhake thc;wtHeof Lucrttia. Neverthe- 
lels, I muft^ell you, that the thing is uncer- 
tain, and I declare riiat I will never force the 
inclinations of my daughter. If, far from 
thinking herfetf honoured by the tranfient af- 
feftion of the King, file fhall regard that ho- 
nour as infemous, let not that great prince be 
difobliged, if (he ftiall conceal herfclf frOm 
him. Return to-morrow, (added [Ihcj) and 
then I will tell you, whether you muft cany 
back to him a favourable anfwef or his jewels^ 
I did not at all doubt that Laura would ex- 
hort Lucretia to fwerve from her <3uty,.ratiiec 
than remain in it, and I depended a good de^l 
on that exhortation. Neverthclc&, I learned 
with furprize next day, that Laura had as much 
difficulty in fwaying her daughter to vice, as- 
other mothers have to form their's to virtue j. 
and, which is ftiH more furprifing, Lucretia, 
after having granted fome private interviews 
to the monarch, felt ib much remorft for hav- 
ing yielded to his defires, that flie quitted the 
world all of a fudden, and fhut herfclf up ia 
the monaftery of the Incarnation, where (he 
foon fell fick and died of grief. Laura being 
inconfolableforthclofsofhcr daughter, whofe 
death Ihe upbraided herfelf with, retired into 
the convent of the Female Penitents, there to 
mourn the pleafurcs erf" h«r youth. The'King 
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was afFefted by the unexpe£ted retreat of Lu- 
cretia ; but being of a humour not to be long 
afflifted at any tiling, confoled himfelf by tje- 
grces for this event. As for the Count-Duke, 
although he did not feem very much touched 
at this incident, it did not fail to give him a 
great deal of morrification ; and this the reader 
will eafily believe. 

C H A P. IV. 
SaniiUans is invsfted by the tnmifier wUb a neto 

I Was alfo fenfibly affefteijl by the misfortune 
of Lucrctia, and felt fuCh remorfe for hav- 
ing contributed to it, that, looking upon my- 
fclf as an Infamous wretch, in jpite of the qua- 
lity of the lover whole pafljon I had ferved, X 
refblved to abandon the Caduceua for ever. I 
even exprefied to the mJnifter the rcluftance I 
had to bear it, and begged he would employ 
me in fomething elfc. '* SantiUanc, (faid he,) 
I am charmed with thy delicacy ; and iince 
thou art a man of fuch honour, will give thee 
an occupation more fuitable tjo thy virtue. 
This it is ; liften attentively to what I am go- 
ing to impart. 

*' Some years before I was in favour, (con- 
tinued he,) chance one day prefented to my 
view a lady fo handfome and well made, that 
I ordered her to be followed. I learned that 
flie was a Genoefe, called Donna Margarita 
Spinola, -who lived at Madrid on the revenue 
of 
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of her beauty, and that Don Franeifco de Va- 
leafar *, an alcade of the court, a rich old 
married man, fpent a great deal of money 
upon die coquette. This report, which ought 
to have inlpired me with contempt for her, 
made me conceive a violent defire of fharing 
her favours with Valeafar j and to fatisfy it, I 
had recourfe to a female go between, who had 
the addrefs in a little time to procure for me a 
private interview with the Genoefe j and that 
was followed by rftany more, fo that my rival 
and I vyere equally well treated for our prefents. 
Perhaps too, (he had other gallants as happy 
as we were. 

" Be that as it will, Margarita in receiving 
fuch confufed homage, infenfibly became preg- 
nant, and brought fonl\ a fon, the honour of 
■whom ftie beftowed on each of her lovers in 
pitticular; but not one of them being in con- 
icience able to boaft himfelf the father of that 
'Vi^child, it was difowned by them all; fo that 
s" the Genoefe was obliged to maintain it with 
the fruit of her intrigues : this ihe did for 
eighteen years, at the end of which term dy- 
ing, flie has left her fon without fortune, and, 
which is worfe, without education. 

** This (purfued his Grace) is the (ecret I had 
to impart, and I vrill now inform thee of the 

■ Don FnuJIca ViliaCu t£t\uSXj marncd ttii^ lady vhtn Ae 
UU big wich chihl, and ukipud die boy, wtnim he edDcatcd 
»nd icknowhcdgfd at Hii ewn fan, during the' Tpace of iiycaiii 
■C the expintlon of which, tbc Counl-Duk: £nding himfelf nrflh- 
oat hcirt nulCt had bia k^ciuuccl vut ucued Mu^uU. af 
MtjeQii. 

great 
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. great defign which I have projefted. I will 
bring this unfortunate child from obfcurity, 
^nd malting him pais from one extreme to 
another, raifc him to honours, and (Jwn him 
for my fon." 

At this extravagant project, it was impof. 
fible for me to hold my tongue. " How ! my 
Lord, (cried I,") can your Excellency have taken 
fuch a ftrange refolution ? Pardon me for ufing 
that term, which hath efcaped my zeal." 
** Thou wilt find it is very prudent, (he replied 
with precipitation,) when I have told thee- 
the reafons that have determined me to takS 
it. I don't defire that my collaterals ihould 
be my heirs. Thou wilt fay, that I am not as 
yet of fuch an advanced age, as tamake me ^ 
defpair of having children Dy my lady OUva- 
res. But every one knows himfelf beft. Let 
it fuffice to tell thee, that there is no fecret in" 
chemiftry which I have not tried in vain to 
become a fadier. Therefore, fince fortune, 
fupplying the defe£t of nature, prcfents a child 
to me, whofe true father perhaps I am, I am 
refolved to adopt him." When I faw the 
minifter bent on this adoption, I ceafed to op- 
pofe it, knowing him to be a man capable of 
committing a foolifh adion rather than fwerve 
from his own opinion. . " The folc buiinels 
now (added he) is to beftow education upon 
Don Henry Philip de Guzman, for this name 
I intend he ihall bear, until he fhall be in a 
condition to^poffds the dignities that awaic 
him. Thou, my dear Santillane, art the 
perfon 
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perfon whom I choofe to be his tutor. I coiv- 
fide in thy underdanding and attachtnenc to 
me for thy care in regulating his &mily, in 
giving him all forts of mailers i in a word, of 
making him an accomplilhed cavalier." I 
would have refufed this employment, repre- 
ienting to the Count-Duke, that I was very 
ill qualified to educate yo'jng noblemen,, hav-; 
ing never pra£tifed that bufinefs, which re- 
quired more knowledge and merit than I 
poffe&d. But he interrupted me, and Ihut 
. my mouth, by faying, " that he was abfolutely 
refolvcd to make me governor to this adopted 
fon, whom he dcftined for the firft officea 
of die monarchy." I prepared myfelf therc- 
ibre to iitl this place, for the facisfa£tion of 
his Grace, who, to reward . my comidiance, 
increafcd my fmall revenue with a penfion of a 
thoufand crowm, which he procured or rathee 
gave me, on the commandery of Mandra. 

g H A P. V. 

The fon of the Gmoejelady is o'atnedkf an authm- 
tic aSi, and called Don Henry Philip de Guz- 
man. Santillane ferms the family of thai young, 
nobleman, and hires aUjorts pfmajlers for-bim^ 

THE Count-Dake in a little time aftually 
owned the fon of Donna Margarita Spi- 
nola, and the deed was executed with the con- 
fem and inclination of the King. ' Don Henry 
Fhilip de Guzmaa (for that was the name 
\ givcQ. 

[;..i,tc(,G00gle 
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given to this child of many fethers) was- de- 
clared fole heir of the count d'Olivares, and 
of thedtichy «f San Lucar. The mmifter, 
that no body might be ignorant of this event, 
ordered Camero to communicate the declara- 
tion to the ambaHadors and grandees of Spain, 
■who were not a Uttle furprifed at his condutft. 
The wits of Madrid had a fund of mirth from 
h a lon^ time, and the fatirical poets did not 
negleft fuch a fair occafion of fhcdding the 
gall of their pens. 

When I alkcd where this gentleman was> 
whom his Grace intended to intruft to njy 
care i ". He is in this city, (he replied,) under 
the dire^ion of an aunt, from whom I will 
take him, as foon as thou fiialt have prepared 
a houfe for him." This was foon performed. 
I took a houfe, which I caufed to be magni- 
ficently fiirnilhcd i hired pages, a porter and 
footmen J and with the affiftance of Caporis, 
filled up the places of his ojficers. When I 
had completed his attendance, I went and ad- 
vertifcd his Excellency, who immediately fent 
for his equivocal heir, and new Ihoot from die 
trunk of the Guzmans, and I found him a tall 
young fellow of an agreeable perfon. " Don 
Henry, (faid his Grace to him, pointing with 
his fiugpr to me,) this gentleman is the guide, 
whom I have chofen to condufl: yoii in the 
career of life. I have the greateft conSJence 
ill him, and give him an abfolute power over 
you. Yes, Santillane, (faid he, turning to 
me,) I abaodoa him entirely to your care, and" * 
dcn'c 
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don't doubt that you will give a good account 
q( him."'To this difcouiie the minifter joined 
others, exhorting the young man to Aibmit 
to my direftions; after which, I condu£ted 
Don Hemy to his houfe, where when we 
anived I made all his domeftics pafs in re- 
view before him, fignifj'ing the office of each. 
He did not feem confounded at the change of- 
his condition; and accommodating himfelf to 
the deference and officious rclpcift that was 
flicwn to him, he feemed to have been always 
that which he was now become by chain^c. 
He did not want capacity, but was whoUy 
illiterate, being fcarce able to read or write. 
I furnifhed him with a preceptor to teach him 
■ "the elements of the Latin' tongue, and hired 
for him mailers of geography, hiftory, and 
fencing. Tou may well believe that I did not 
forget a dancing mafter : I was only embar- 
railed in the choice, for at that time there was 
a great number famous in that profeflion at 
Madrid, and I did not know to whom I ought 
to give the preference. While I was in this 
perplexity, a man richly drefled came into the 
court, and I being told that he wanted'to fpcak 
with me, went to him, imagining that he was 
at leaft a knight of St. Jago or Alcantara, 
When I aiked his commands, " Signior de 
Santillane, (anfwcred he, after having made 
feveral bt-ws, which fmelled ftrongly of his 
profeflion,) underftanding that your .worfhip is 
theperfon who choofcs maftcrs for Signior Don 
Henry, I am come to offer my fervice,; my 
name 

[;..i,.c»,G(')0^lt^ 
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name is Martin Ligero> and I have (thank hea- 
ven) fome reputation. It is not my cuftom 
to come and foHcit for fcholars j that is the 
province of litde obfcure dancing-mailers. I 
ufually wait until I am fent for j but as I have 
taught the Duke de Medina Sidonia, Don 
Lewis de Haro, and fome other noblemen of 
the femiljT of Guznian, to which 1 am as it 
were a fervant born, I thought it my duty to 
anticipaK your mefiage." " I ^nd by your 
difcourfe (faid I) that you are the man we 
want. , How much do you take per month ?" 
" Four double piftolcs (anfwered he) is the 
current price, and I give but too leflens per 
week." " Four doubloons a month ! (cried 
I,) that"is a great deal." " How ! a great 
deal ! (replied he with an air of aftonilhment,) 
you would give a piftole a month to a maftcr of 
philofophy." ' 

There was no refifting fuch a pleafant re- 
ply, at which I laughed hearoIy» and afked 
Signior Ligcro, if he really thought a man 
of his profeffion preferable to a maftcr of phi- 
lofophy. " Dcubtlefs ! (faid he,) we arc of 
much greater ufe thanthofc gentlemen. Whaf 
is a" man before he has paifed through our 
hands ^ what but an ill-licked cub ? but our 
leflbns mould him by litde and little into a 
due form. In a word, we teach him to move 
gracefully, giving him attitudes and airs of 
dignity and importance." 
, I yielded to the arguments of this dancing- 
jnafter, whom I hired for Don Henry, ?t the 
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rate of four double piiJoles a month, fincc that 

was the price of great maftersof his art. 

CHAP. VU 

SctptQ rfturmjigfrim Neisi^fatny. CU Blasjeitkt- 
hm iit the Jervice of Dan Unry. The Jiudies . 
of that ytttng neSlema/r, with the !fmoy.rs it^kb • 
were conferred upm Bim^ tmd ok ^aeunt of the 

■ lady ta whombe was married. GUSlas fe- 

■ eemes noile mfpite of bimfelf. 

I Had not as yet completed the half of Don 
Henry's family, when Scipio returned from 
Mexico. I afked him if he was fatisfied with 
his voyage, and he anfwered, " I liave reafon 
to be fo ; fince, with three thou&nd ducats '\ty 
^cie, I have brought over twice as mach in 
merchandize of the conilimption of this coun- 
try." " 1 congratulate thee, my child, (I re-- 
jilied.) Thy fortune is now begun ; and it is 
ih thy power to complete it, by returning to 
the Indies next year ; or if thou prefcrreft an 
agreeable poft at Madrid, to the trouble of 
going ia far to imafs wealth, thou haft no- 
thing to do but tofpeak, Ihave one at thy 
fcrvice." " Egad, (faidthe fon ofCofcolina,) 
there is no room for helltaiion. I would much 
rather execute a good employment near you,' 
than expofe myfcif a-new to the perils of a 
long voyage. Pray, matter, explain yoiirfclf, 
whac poft do you intend for your humble ler- 
vant r* 

For 
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For His better information, I recounted ro 
him the ftory of the young nobleman whom 
the Count-Duke had introduced in:o the fa- 
mily of Guzman ; and after having told him 
that the minifter had chofen me governour to 
Don Henry, I promifed to make him valet de 
diambrc to that adopted fon. Scipio, who 
alked no better, willmgly accepted' the poft, 
and acquitted himfelfin it fo well, that in lefs 
than three or four days, he acquired the confi- 
dence and friendfhip of his new mafter. 

I imagined that the pedagogues whom I had 
chofen to teach the fon of the Genocfe would 
ftnd their Latin thrown away, believing one 
at his age undifcipiinable. But I was much 
miftaken. He cafily comprehended and re- 
tained alt that was fliown to him, and his maf- 
ters were very well fatisfied with his capacity. 
!■ ran eagerly to impart this piece of news to 
the Duke, who received it with excetTive joy. 
" Santillane, (cried he, tranfported,) I am ra- 
vi(hed to hear that Don Henry has fuch a me- 
riiory and penetration ! I perceive my own 
blood in him ; and what convinces me of his 
being my fon is, that I feel as much afFcdtioft 
for him as if he had (leen bor'n by my lady 
Olivares. Thou feeft, by this, my friend, that 
nature declares itfelf." I was not fool enough 
to tell his grace my fendments of the matter; 
bur refpefting his weaknefs, left him to enjjy 
the pleafure (whether true or falfe) of believ- 
ing himfelf the father of Don Henry. 

\'oL. IV. M Although 
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Akhoiigh all the Guzmans entertained a 
mortal hatred of this young nobleman of frelh 
date, they diflembled it out of policyj nay,- 
fome of them affefted to court his fricndftiip ; 
he was vifited by the ambafladors and grandees 
who were then at Madrid, and honoured by 
them as much as if he had been a legitimate 
fonof the Count-Duke. This minifter, over- 
joyed to fee fuch incenfe offered to his idol, 
foon decked him with dignities. He began 
by afking of the King the crofs of Alcantara, 
withacommandery worth ten thoufand crowns, 
for Don Henry. In x little time after, he 
was made gentleman of the bed-chamber. 
Then refolving to marry him to a lady of the 
moft not>le family of Spain, he caft his eyes 
upon Donna Juana Velafco, daughter to the 
Duke of Caftile, and had authority enough 
to accomplilh the marriage, in fpite of that 
Duke and all his relations. 

A few days before the marriage, his Grace 
having fcnt for me, put fome papers into my 
hand, faying, '* Hold, Gil Bias, here are let- 
ters of nobility, which I hav£ ordered to be 
• expedited for thee." " My Lord, (anfwercd 
1, furprifed at his words,) your Excellency 
knows that I am the foft of a poor duenna and 
fautre ; fo that, .in my opinion, the nobility 
■would be profaned by my aflbciarion ; and it 
is, of all the favours which his Majefly could 
bellow, that which I deferve and defire the 
leaft." " Thy birth (replied the minifter) is 
an objection that is caHly removed: thou haft 
7 been 
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been employed in ftate afFairs, both under the 
Duke ofLerma's miniftry and mine : bclides, 
(added he, witlia fmile,) haft thou not done 
the monarch feme fervice, which deferves a 
recompence? In a word, SantiUane, thou art 
not unworthy t)f the honour which I have 
procured for thee. Moreover, the rank which 
thou holdeft witli regard to my fon, requires 
that thou (houldeft be noble ; and it is on that 
account that I have obtained the patent." " I 
yield, my Lord, (I rephed,) fince your Ex- 
cellency infifts upon my compliance." So 
faying, I went away with my patent in my 
pocket. 

" I am now a gentleman, (faid I to myfelf, 
■when I had got intq the ftreet,) ennobled with- 
out being obliged to my parents for my qua- 
lity, i may, when I pleafe, be called Don 
Gil Bias, and if any one of my acquaintance 
fhall take it in his head to laugh in my face 
when he calls me fo, I will fhow my patent; 
But let us read it, (continued 1, taking it out 
of my pocketj) and fee in what manner my ■ 
original meannefs is walhed away." I there- 
fore pcrufed the paper, the lubftancc of which 
was, that the King, to reward the zeal' which 
I had manifefted on hiore than one occafion 
for his fervice, and the good of the State, had 
thought proper to gratify my attachment with 
letters of nobility. I will venture to fay in 
my own praife, that they did not infpire me 
with the leaftpride. Having the meannefs of 
my extraction always before my eyes, this ho- 
M 2 nour 
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nour humbled inftead of making me vain; 
therefore I determined to lock up my patent 
in a drawer, and never boall its being in my 
pofleffion. 

CHAP. VII. 

Cil Bias meets Fahrido again, hy accident. The 
loft convetfalion that happened between them, 
end the importtmt advice which Numez gave 
to SantiHane. 

THE Afturian poet (as muft have been 
obfcrved by the reader) willingly neg- 
leded me, and my occupations did not per- 
mit me to vific him. I had not feen him unce 
the day of the diflcrtation on the Iphigenia of 
Euripides, when chance again thiew him in 
iny way near the gate of the Sun. He was 
coming out of a printing-houfe, and I ac- 
cefted him, faying, " Aha ! Mr. Nunnez, 
you have been at the printer's j that feems to 
threaten the pubUck with a new work of your 
compofition." " That is what indeed, it may 
expeft, (anlwered he). 1 have actually in the 
prels a pamphlet which will make Ibme noife 
in the republick of letters." " I don't doubt 
the merit of thy production, (I replied,) but 
am amazed at thy compofing pamphlets, which 
in my opinion ai^ triBes that do no great ho- 
nour to a man of genius." " I know it very 
weU, (faid Fabricio,) and am not ignorant that 
none but thofe who read every thing, amufc 
themfelves with pamphlets. However, this 
6 one 

::.„i.c.,GO(Vi|. 
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ene has cfcpped me, which 1 own is the child 
of necedicy. Hunger, thou knowell:, brings 
the wolf out of the wood." 

" How ! (cried I,) does the author of the 
Count dc Saldagne talk in this manner ? a 
man who has two thotifand crowns a year !" 
*• Softly, friend, (faid Nunncz to-mc,) I am 
no longer that happy poet who enjoyed a vkW- 
piid penfion. The a,ffairs of the treafiirer 
Don Bertrand are difordercd all of a fuddcn. 
He has fingered and fquandered away the 
King's money} all his effefts are feized, and 
my penfion is gone to the devil." " Thit is 
a melancholy affair, ([refumeJ,) but haft thou 
nohope remaining from thac qur.rtcr?" " Not 
the leaft, (faid he.) Signior Gomez de Ri- 
bero, , as poor as his poet, is gone to the bot- 
tom, and will never, it is faidj get his head 
shove water again." 

" If that be the cafe, my child, (anfwered 
I,) I muft find out fome poft to confole thee 
for the lofs of thy penfion." " I will ipare 
thee that trouble, (cried he.) If thou wouldeft 
offer me an employment in the minifter'a 
offices worth three thoufand crowns yearly, I 
would refufe it. The bufineli of clerks will 
not agree with the humour of a fofter-child 
of the Mufes ; I muft enjoy my literary amufc- 
ments. What (hall I lay to thee ? I am born 
to hve and die a poet, and my deftiny muft be 
fulfilled. 

" But don't imagine (continued he) that we 
are vtry unhappy ; befides that we live, in per- 

' M 3 fca 
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fcft independence, we are boys without care. 
Peo|)le think, that we often dine with Demo- 
critiis, and there they arc miftaken. There 
is not one of my fraternity, not even except- 
' ing the makers of almanacks, who is not wel- 
come to fome good table. As for mypartj there 
are two families where I am always received 
v/ith pleafurc. I have two covers laid for me 
every day, one at the houfe of a fat direftor 
of the farms, to whom I have dedicated a ro- 
mance ; and the other, at the houfe of a rich 
citizen, who has the dileafe of being thought 
to entertain wits every day at his tablej luckily 
he is not very delicate in his choice, and the 
city furniflieshim with great plenty." 

" I no longer pity thee then, (faid I to the 
Afturian poet,) fuice thou an facisfied with thy 
condition: tho* I proteft to thee anew, that 
thou haft always in Gil Bias a friend, who is 
proof againft thy negleft and indifference j if 
thou haft occafion for my purfe, come boldly 
to me, and let not a filly Ihame deprive thee 
of an infallible fuccour, and rob me of the 
plcafureof obliging thee." 

" By that generous fentiment, (cried Nun- 
nez,) I recoiled: my friend Santillane; I return 
a rhoufand thanks for thy kind offer, and out 
of gratitude will give thee a wholefome ad- 
vice. While ,the Count-Duke continues in 
power, and thou art in poffefTion of his favourj 
profit by the opportunity, make hafte to 
enrich thyfelf, for 1 am told he begins to 
totter." I alkcd Fabricio if he had that in- 
telligence 
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tclligencc on good authority : and he anfwered, 
*' I have it from a knight of Calatrava, 
who has a very fingular talent in difcovering 
the moft hidden fecrcts j he is looked upon as 
an oracle, and this is vtjiat I heard him fay 
yefterday : the Count-Duke has a great many 
enemies, who are all linited to ruin him ; 
he depends too much on the afcendancy which 
he has over the King ; that monarch, it is re- 
ported, begins to liften to the complaints 
which have already reached his cars." I thank- 
ed Nunnez for his information, of which I 
took little notice, but went home, pcrfuaded 
that my mafter's authority was immoveable, 
and conHdering him as one of thofe old oaks 
which are rooted in a forefl, and -which no 
florms can overthrow. 

CHAP. VIII. 

CS Bias is convmed of the truth of Fabrtcio's ' 
intelligence. The King goes to Saragojja. 

NEverthelefs, what the Afturian poet had 
told me was not without foundation. 
There was in the palace, a fecrct confederacy 
formed againft the Count-Duke, and the 
Qneen was faid to be at the head of it ; but 
none of the mcafurcs which they took to dif- 
place the minifter, tranfpired: nay, a whole 
year pafTed, before I perceived that his favour 
had received the leaft Ihock. 

But the revolt of the Catalonians, fupported 

' by France, and the bad fucceis of the war 

M 4 againtt 
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rgainft thefe rebels, excited the murmurs of 
- the people, who complained of the govern- 
ment. Theie complaints occafioncd a coun- 
cil to be held in prefenrc of the King, who 
diii.fd the Marquis de Grana, the emperor's 
ambaflador at the court of Spain, to be there. 
The fubjcifl of their deliberation being, whe- 
ther it was moft proper for the King to ftay 
in Caftile, or gn and (hew hlmfelf to his 
troops in Arragon, the Count-Duke, who was 
^verfe to the Prince's departure for the army, 
Jjoke firft : he reprefcnted that it was bectcr 
for his Majefty, to remain in the center of his 
dominions J and fupported his opinion with 
all the realbiis which his eloquence could af- 
ford. He had no Iboner concluded his ipcech, 
than his advice was unanimoufly followed by 
every body in council, except ths Marquis of 
Gran,i, who, liftening to nothing but his zeal 
ior the houfe of Auftria, and giving way K> 
tiie franknefs of his nation, oppofed the fenti- 
fnvnt of the prime miniiler, and fupported the 
contrary opinicn with fuch force, that the 
King was ftruck with the folidity of his argu- 
nienis, embraced his opinion, though It was 
oppofite to that of t':e whole council, and 
. fixed the day of his departure for the army. 

Th-s was the fiitt time that ever his Ma- 
jefty durft think otherwifc than his favourite j 
who, looking upon this novelty as a bloody 
affront, was very much mortified. When tlie 
minifter was going to retire into his clofet, to 
bite upon the bridle at liberty, he perceived 
roe* 
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me, and taking me in along with him, re-; 
counted what had paflcd at council, with great 
agitation ; then, like, a man who could not 
recoUcift liimfelf from his furprizc, " Yes, 
Santillane, (continued he,) the King, wko for 
theie twenty years paft h^ Ipoke with my 
mouth, and feen through my eyes, now prefers 
the opinion of Grana to mine: and in what 
manner too ? loading the ambaflador with elo- 
giums, and, in particular, praifing his zeal for 
the houfe of Auftria, as if that German loved 
it better than I do. 

"By this, it is cafy to judge, (purfued the 
minifter,) that there is a party formed againft 
mc, and that the Queen is at the head of it." 
" Why, my Lord, (faid I,) Ihould you be 
uncafy with that conjeifture ? Has not the 
Queen, for more than twelve years, been iiled 
to fee you at the helm ; and the King been in 
3 long habit of not confulting her ? As for 
the Marquis of Grana, the Monarch, per- 
haps, chofe his opinion, out of defirc to fee 
his army, and make a campaign." " That 
is not the cafe, (faid the Count- Duke,) fay ra- 
ther, my enemies hope that the King being 
among his tioops, will always be furrounded - 
by the noblemen who willattend him; and 
tiiat more than one will be found lb much 
difgufted at me, as to fpeak to the prejudice 
of my adminiftration: but they are' miftaken 
(added he,) I will make the Prince inaccefliblc 
to them aiJj during the journey." This he 
M 5 aftually 
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actually performed, in a manner diat deferves 

to be related. 

The day of the King's departure being ar- 
rived, that Monarch, after having cntrufted 
the Queen with the care of the government 
in his abfence, fet cut for SaragoHa; but in 
his way, paffing by Aranjuez*, was fo de- 
lighted with the place, that he ftaid there al- 
«noft three weeks : from thence the minifter 
carried him to Cuenza, where he amuled him 
Hill longer, by various diverfions. Then the 
picafurcs of the chace detained him at Molina 
of Arragon ; after which, he was (;pndu&ed 
to Saragoffa. 

His army being not &r from thence, he 
prepared for going to it ; but the Count-Duke 
altered his inclination, by making him believe 
that he would be in danger of being taken by 
the French, who were mailers of the dan of 
Mon^on : fo that the King being afraid of 
the peril which he had no caufe to fear, took 
the refolution of remaining (hut up at honne, 
as in a prifon. The minifter taking the ad- 
vantage of his terror, and under pretence of 
watching for his lafety, guarded him, as it 

• Ar-Bjuri a ■ royal piUce in New Ciftile, Gu^d ncu tba 
tivet! tf Tiio iBi GiraiM, in » luge pl«n furroiiniled by bUls 
■nd (brtfti, thlDUgh whiih ire muiy fpicidul ivennei. The en- 
tiance to [bit pilace is aver ivro painlzd woodca hridiei, ubod tbc- 
(for. ti'd riven, whtch joined a Unle beJow Che hourc. Hertiiade, 
li|htfal guden; and in a luge f quan pared wich marble, i ftatae in 
biift of Chulei Che Vth artned cip.a-pee, tnmpling vfaa berefy, 
KfrcftnKil by four aKh-heiciJci. 

were. 
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were, from the fight of every body ; and the 
grandees, who h^i been at a vaft expence to 
put then:ifelves in a condition to foUow their 
Sovereign, had not even the fatisfaftion of 
obtaining one private audience. Philip, at 
length, tired of being ill lodged at SaiagoFi, 
of paffing his time flill worfc, or if you pleafe, 
of being priibner, returned in a littic time to 
Madrid. Thus this Monarch finilhed his 
campaign, leaving to the Marquis de los 
Veles, general of his troops, ^thc care 
of maintaining the honour of the Spanifh 
arms. , 

CHAP IX. 

Jbg revolution of Portugtdt and the di/grace of 
the Count-Duke. 

A Few days after the King's return, r 
very diiagreeable piece of news fpread 
all over Madrid. It was reported that the 
Portuguefc, looking upon the revolt 'of the 
Catalonians as a fair occafion offered to them 
by fortune, for lliaking off" the Spanifli yoke, 
had taken up arms, and chofen the Duke of 
Braganza for their king ; that they were re- 
folved to maintain him on the throne, and 
were confident of fuccels j Spain having at that 
time on her hands, enemies in Germany, Italy, 
Flanders, and Catalonia : indeed, they could 
not hare found a more favourable conjuncture, 
M6 for 
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or freeing tSemfelves from a dominion which 

they dcteftcd ». 

What is very fingular, is, that the Count- 
Dokej while both court and city feemed to be 
ilruck with conftemation at the news, wanted 
to joke with the King, at the expence of the 
Duke of Braganza : but Philip, far from be- 
ing plcaled with his raillery, a^Tumed a very 
grave air, which difconccited him, and made 
him fureicc his difgrace : he no longer doubted 
his own fall, when he undcrftood that the 
Queen had openly declared herfelf againft him, 
and loudly accufed him of having, by his bad 
adminiftration, occafioned the revolt of Por- 
tugal. The greateft part of the grandees, 
cfpecially thofewho had been at Saragofla, no 
fooner perceived that a tcmpeft was brewing 
over the head of the Count- Duke, than thev 
joined the Queen : and what gave the laft 
itroke to his -favour, was the arrival of tht 
Duchefs Dowager of Mantua, formerly go- 
vernefs of Portugal. This lady, on her re- 
turn from Lilbon to Madrid, plainly demon- 
ftrared to the king, that the revolution of that 
kingdom happened through the fault of the 
prime miniftcr. 

The difcourfe of this princefs made a great 
jmpreffion on the mind of the Monarch, who 

* Thii Ttvdutiea wbtch h>(>pen«J in tha jtar 1(40, w» con- 
cti.ae.1 wJrh fuch furprifing feciccy (ihcash the dcH^n wai kmnra M 
mare Chm 100 pcifoos, ■ whole yeu before,] thit ibe Duke uf 
Br:i^inia viia d-thiei King, and the SpiaiBi yoke Qiaak eft' in OM - 
day, thiough all ihc Pottugudc duDiinkisi ui £urope, Afii, Africa, 
"uid Aineika. ■ ' - 
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being at length roufed from his infatuation 
for his favourite, ftript him of all the afFeiftion 
which he had entertained for him. When the 
minifter was informed that the King liftened 
to his enemies, he wrote a letter to him, alk- 
ing leave to refign his employment, and re- 
move from court, fincc people were lb un- 
juft as to impute to him all the misfortunes 
which had happened to the kingdom, during 
the courfe of his adminiftration. He thought 
that this letter would have a great effeft, and 
th»t the Prince ftill prcferved fo much friend- 
Ihip for him as to detain him at court; but 
all the anfwer which his Majefty returned, 
was the pcrmiflion that he defired, with leave 
to retire whcrefoever he would. 

Thefe words, written by the King's own 
hand, were a thunderbolt to his Grace, who 
by no means expcfted fuch a reply; but,, 
though he was very much confounded, he af- 
fefted an air of conftancy, and aJked what I 
would do, were I in his place ?" "' I would 
foon take my refolutioHj (faid I ;) I would 
abandon the court, and pafs the reft of my 
days in peace, at fome-one of my eftates in 
the country." " That is i wholefome advice, 
(replied my matter,) and I am fully refolved 
tb finifh my career at Loeches, after I fliall 
have once more converfed with the King ; for' 
3 want to demonftrate to him, that I have done 
all that human prudence could fuggeft, to fuf- 
lain the weighty burden with which I was 
leaded; and that ic was impoJTible forme to 
prevent 
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prevent the melancholy events laid at my 
door: being no more to blame than a fkilful 
piloti who, in fpite of alt he can do, fees his 
veffel toffcd about by the waves and winds." 
The minifter ftill flattered himfelf, that by 
Ipeaking to the Prince, he might adjuft mat- 
ters, and regain the ground which he had loft } 
but he never could procure an audience, and 
befides, one was fent to demand the key of 
the door, by which he ufed to enter, when he 
pleafed, into his Majefty's apartment. Con- 
cluding then, that there were .no farther hopes 
for him, he determined in good earneft to re- 
tire. He examined his papers, a great quan- 
tity of which he very prudendy committed 
to the flames; then naming the officers of his 
houfchold and valets who he intended fliould 
follow him, he gave orders &r his departure, 
which was fixed for next day. As he was 
afraid of being infultcd by the populace, in 
coming out of the palace, he flipt away early 
in the morning by the kitchen-door, and get- 
ing into a lorry coach, with his confeflbr and 
me, fafely proceeded for Leeches, a village 
belonging to him, where his lady had built a 
magnificent convent of nuns of the Domini- 
. €:an order. Thither he repaired in lefc than 
four hours, and all his attendants arrived fooa 
after. 
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CHAP. X. 

Tbe anxiety and cares which atfirfi difiurhed the 
repofe of the Count-Duke, and the bt^py tran- 
quility by which they were /ucceeded. The ec- 
cupatiens of themintfter in his retreat. 

MADAM d'01ivare3 let her hulband 
fet out for Loeches, and ftaid a few 
days after him at court, with a defign to try, 
if by her tears and intreaties fhe could not 
efieft his being recalled: but in vain did Ihe 
proftratc herfelf before their Majefties;. the - 
King had no regard to her remonftrances, 
though artfully prepared; and the Queen, who 
hated her mortally, beheld her tears with plea- 
Jure. The minifter'swife was not rcpulfed for 
all that : fhe humbled herfelf fo far as to im- 
plore the good offices of the Queen's ladies j 
but the fruit. which Ihc reaped from her mean- 
nefs, was to perceive that it excited contempt 
* rather than compaflion. Vexed at having taken' 
fuch humbling fteps to no purpofe, fhe went 
and joined her hu/band, to grieve with him 
for the lofs of a place, which, under a reign 
like that of Phiup the Fourth, was pcrfiaps 
the firft of the monarchy. 

This lady's report of the condition in which 
ftie left Madrid, redoubled the afflidlion of 
the Count-Duke : " Your enemies, (laid (he, 
weeping,) the Duke of Medina Celi, and the 
other grandees who hate you inceffantly, praife 
the King for having deprived you of die tni- 
jtUbyj 
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nifliy: aod the people celebrated your diigrace 
with an infblencc of joy, as if the end of the 
national misfbrtunes was attach«l to that of 
your adminiftration." 

" Madam, (faid my matter to her,) follow 
my example, and lliflc your Ibrrow ; we mufl; 
yield to the lempcft which we cannot divert. 
I thought, indeed, that I could have perpe- 
tuated my favour, even to the end of my Ufej 
the ordinary illulion of minifters and favour- 
ites, who forget that their fate depends upon 
their fovereign : has not the Duke of Lerma 
been miftaken as well as I, though he imagined 
that his purple was the fure guarantee of the 
eternal duration of hb authority ?" 

In this manner did the Count-Duke exhort 
his fpoufe to arm herfelf with patience ; while 
he Jiimfelf was in an agitation, which was 
daily increafed by the difpatches which he re- 
ceived from Don Henry, who having remain- 
ed M court, to obferve, took care to inform 
him exadly of every thing that happened : 
it was Scipio who brought the letters from 
that young nobleman, whom he ftill ferved, I 
having quieted him on his marriage with 
Donna Juana. The difpatches of this adopted 
fon^were always filled with bad news, and un- 
happy, no others were expet^led fcom him. 
Sometimes he wrote, that the grandees, not 
contented with rejoicing publicly at the re- 
treat of the Count-Duke, were again re-united 
to turn all his creatures from the polls and 
employments which they pbffeficd, to replace 
them 
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them with bis enemies i another time, he ob- 
ferved, that Don Lewis de H aro began to come 
into favour, and would, in all probability, be 
made prime minifter. Of all the difagrceable 
news which my mafter received, that which 
feerjied to affeft him molV, was the change 
made in the viceroyalty of Naples, which the 
court, folely to mortify him, took from the 
Duke of Medina de las Tores, whom he 
loved, and gave it to the admiral of Caftile, 
whom he had always hated. 

I may venture to fay, that during three 
months, his Grace ftlt nothing in his folitude 
but trouble and chagrin; but his confeflbr, 
who was a Dominican friar, and with the moft 
folid piety poileOed a manly eloquence, had 
power enough to confok him. By means of 
rcpreicnting with energy, that he ought to 
bend his thoughts entirely to his own falvation, 
he had, with the help of grace, the good 
fortune to detach his mind from the court. 
His Kxcellency would no longer hear any news 
from Madrid, his whole care being now en^? 
groffed in preparing for his latter end. Ma^ 
dam d'Olivares alfo, making a good ule of 
her retreat, met with a confolation prepared 
by Providence, in the convent which (he had 
founded; there were among die nuns, fome 
holy maidens, whofe converfation, full of 
balm, infenfibly fweetcned the bitternefs of her 
life : in proportion as my mafter turned his 
thoughts from worldly affairs, he became more 
and piore trantjuil ; and in liiis nnanner regu- 
Utcd 
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latcd the day. He fpent almoff the whole 
- corning in hearing mafs in the church of 
the convent, then returned to dinner: after 
which he amufed hitnfelf about two hours in 
■ playing at all forts of games, with me and 
ibme other of his moft afFeftionate domcftics; 
then ufually retired by himfelf into his clofet, 
where he remained till fun-fet; at which time 
he took 9 turn in his garden, or an airing in 
his coach, to the neighbourhood of his cattle, 
accompanied fometimes by his confeflbr, and 
fometimes by me. 

One day, being alone with him, and ad- 
miring the ferenity of his countenance, I took 
the liberty -to fay, " My lord, allow me to 
exprefs my joy : from the air of fatisfaftion 
in your looks, I conclude that your Excellency 
begins to be accuftomed ta retirement." " I 
am already quite fan^iliarized to it (an- 
fwered he,) and though I have been a long time 
ufed to bufmefs, I proteft to thee, child, that 
I am every day more and more pleafed with 
the quiet and peaceable life which I lead in 
this place." 

The Ceunt-Duke becomes all of a JuMen Jad and 
thoughtful: the furprifmg caufe of hU melan- 
choly, with its fatal confequence. 

HIS Grace, in order to vary his occupa- 
tions, amufed himfelf fometimes, alfo, 
in cultivating his garden. One day, while 1 
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beheld him at worK, he faid to me in a jocu- 
lar fh-ain, "Santiltaae, chou fceft a mimftcr 
banillied from court, turned gardener at Lo- 
cches." " My lordj (anfwered I, in the fame 
tone,) methinks I Tec Dionyfius of Syracufe, 
fchool-mafter at Corinth." My maftcr fmiled 
at my reply^ and was not at all difplealed aC 
the comparifon. 

All the people in the houfe were oveijoyed 
to fee their mafter, fupcriour to his difgracc, 
charmed with a life fo diflrerent from that 
which he had always led j when we perceived, 
wich forrow, that he vifibly changed-: he be- 
came gloomy, thoughtfijl, and funk into a 
moll profound melancholy. He left off play- 
ing with us, and no longer fcemed fenfible of 
all that we could invent for. his diverfion ; but 
locked himfelf up, after dining in his dofet, 
where he remained alone till night : we ima- 
gined that his chagrin had been occaTioned by 
the returning ideas of his pall grcatnefs, and 
in that opinion left with him the Dominican 
friar, whole eloquence, however, could not 
triumph over the melancholy of his Grace, 
which, inflead of diminilhing, leemed d^ty 
to increafe. 

It came into my head, that the penfivenefi 
of this minifter might have fome particular 
caule, which he was unwilling to difclolcj 
and on this conjefture I formed the defign of 
drawing the fecret from himj for this pur- 
pofe, I lay in wait for an opportunity of Ipeak- 
ing to him in private, and having found it : 
«My 

c.,„.„.Cnn;sl. 
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" My k>;d, (faid I, with an air of refpeft, 
mingled with affeftion,) may Gil Bias be fo 
bold as to put one qneftion- to his mafter?" 
" Sneak, (he replied,) I give thee leave." 
" What (faid I) is become of that fatisfac- 
tion which -appeared in your Excellency's face ? 
have you no longer that afcendency which )'ou 
had once gained over fortune ? or does your 
lolt favour excite new regret within you ? 
Would you be plunged again in that abyfs of 
trouble, from which your virtue had extri- 
cated yoo ?" " NO) thank heaven, (refumcd 
the minifter,) my memory is no longer en- 
■grofled by that part which I aftcd at court; I 
have for ever forgot the honours which I there 
enjoyed." " Why then, (faid I,) fince yoa 
have philofophy enough to banifli thcfc things 
from your remembrance, are you fo weak as 
to abandon yourfelf to a melancholy which 
alarms us all? What is the matter with jrau, 
my dear mafter, (added 1, throwing mylelf at 
his feet,) you have, doubtlcfs, fome fccret for- 
row that confumes you : will you make a myf- 
lery of it to Santillane, whcrie zeal, fidelity, 
and difcrction you know fo well ? By what 
misfortune have I loft your confidence ?" 

" Thou haft it ftill, (faid he :) but I confcfs 
1 have a reluftance to reveal the caufc of that 
fadnefs with which thou feeft me overwhelm- 
ed : neverthelefs, I cannot refift the entreaties 
offuch a fervant and a friend as-thce. Know 
then the caufc of my difquiet, which is a fe- 
cret that I would tmparctononebuc Santillane. 
Yes, 

.Cooi^lt^ 
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Yes, (continued he,) I am a prey to the moil 
difmal melancholy, vihich gradually confumes 
my life. I fee almofl: every moment a fpe&c 
which preftnts itfeif before me in the moft 
terrible (hape. In^vain have I faid to myfelfv 
that it is no nrore than an illufion, an unfub- 
itantial phantom of the brain : the continual 
aj^arition infefts my view, and dllturbs my 
repofe. Though my underftanding is ftrong 
enough to perfuade me that this fpedre is 
really nothing, I am notwithllanding weak 
enough to be aJHifted at the vifion . This u 
what thou haft forced me to difclole, (added 
he,) and thou mayeft judge whether or not I 
am to blanrie in concealing from all the world 
the caufe of my melanciioly." I was equally 
grieved and aftonilhed to hear fucb an extra- 
ordinary declaration,- which was a fttong in- 
dication of the machine's being -difordered. 
"My lord, (faidl'ta the minifter,) is not thi* 
occafioned by too little nourifhment i for your 
abftinence isexccflive?" " That was what I 
imagined at firfl:, (anfwered he,) and to try if 
it was aAually owing to my diet, I have, for 
fome days pail, eaten more than ufual ; but 
without anycftefti the phantom ftill appears." 
*' It will certainly difappear : (faid I, to con- 
lolc him :) and if your Excellency would re- 
lax yourfelf a little, by playing again with 
your faithful fervants, I believe you would 
ibon find yourftlf delivered fi-om thcfc gloomy 
vapours."- 

In 

[;..i,tc(,G00gle 
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In a little time after this converfation, his 
Grace fell fick ; and finding the affair grow 
ftrious, feijt to Madrid for two notaries to 
make his will ; as alfo, for three famous phy- 
iicians, who had the repniStion of curing their 
patients fometimes. As foon as the arrival of 
thcfe laft was reported in the caftle, nothing 
was heard but groans and lamentations : the 
fervants looked upon the death of their mafter 
as juft at hand j fo much were they prejudiced 
againft thtfc gendcmen who had brought 
along with them an apothecary and. fui^on, 
the ufual executioners of their prefcriptions. 
They let die notaries do their bufinefs i after 
which they prepared to do their own. Being 
of Dr. Sangrado's principles, in their very firft 
confultation they ordered repeated bloodings i 
fothat, infix days, they reduced the Count 
Duke to extremity, and on . the feventh, de- 
livered him entirely from his apparition*. 

Upon the death of this minifter, a deep and 
fmcerc forrow reigned in the caftic of Loeches j 
all his domefticks wept bitterly : far &om con- 
foling themfelves for his lofs, with the certain- 
ty of being comprehended in his will, there 
was not one among themj who would not 
have renounced his legacy, to recall him to life. 
As for me> who had been beloved by him, 

* TliB Coiu(~DBk( died on ibc iitb of Jul;, 16451 »** >t 
Locchet, butatToro, in MewCiSill*) hit death (accatdini W 
report) buioi been hiftened bjr bit relilioai, wha racini bin be- 
coma mere and noRodioBiuiiii people, nen infpiuar bit nbcUi 
■MR ifiiid of hit fsfobg liimc anr igaeminj, M thefictiMT dif- 
frucof hiifimily. 

'and 
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and whofe attachment flowed from pure per- 
fonai afleftion,' I was more afflidea than all 
the reft ; and queftion whether I Ihed more 
tears for Antonio than for the Count-Duke, 

C RA P. XII. 

The tranfoBions at the Caftle of Loeches, after 
the death of the Comt~J)uke ; and the depar- 
ture of Santillave. 

TH E minifter, according to his own di- 
reftioOj being buried without noife and- 
pomp, in the convent of nuns, by the found of 
our lamentations j after the funeral. Madam 
d'Olivares ordered the will to be read, with 
which all the domcftics had reafon to be fatis- 
fied. Every one had a legacy proportioned to 
his ftationi and the leaft was two thoufand 
crowns : mine was the moft conflderable ; his 
Grace having bequeathed to me ten thouland 
Piftoles, as a proof of his particular affcftion. 
He did not forget the hofpitals, and founded 
annual fervicc in feveral convents. 

Madam d'OHvares fent all the domcftics to 
Madrid, to receive their legacies from the ftew- 
ard Don Raymond Caporis, who had orders 
to pay them j but I could not accompany them, 
being detained at the cafUe feven or eight days 
by a high fever, which was the fruit of my 
affliAion. In this fituation, I was not aban- 
doned by the Dominican friar: that good 
clei^man had conceived an affe£Hon for me ; 
and interefiing himfclf in myfalvation, aiked, 
when 
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when he faw me in the fair way, what I intend- 
ed to do. " I don't know, my good father ; 
(anfwered I ;) I have not, as yet determined 
<i/ith myfelf on that fcore : at fome moments, 
I am tempted to fhut myfelf up in a cell, and 
do penance." " Thofe arc precious moments! 
(cried the Dominican): Signior de Santil- 
lane, yew wjU dp well to profit by them. 1 
adv'ife you as a Friend, without your ccafing 
to be a layman, to retire, for example, into 
our convent at Madrid; to make yourfclf a 
benefactor to it, by a donation of all your for- 
tune, and die there under the habit of St. 
Dominique. A great many people expiate a 
wordly life, by fuch an end." 

I was then in fuch a difpofition of mind, 
that I began to relilh the aclvice, and told his 
rtverence, that I would confider of it. But 
having confulted Scipio, whom'I faw imme- 
diately afifer the monk, he inveighed againft 
that fentiment, which leemed to him the whim 
df a fick perfon. " Fy I Signior de SantiU 
lane, (iaidlii',) can you be pleafed with fuch a 
xetreat? will not your houfe at Lirias afford 
■ one rtiuch more agreeable ? If you was de- 
lighted with it iieretofore, you will have a 
rtiuch better relifh for the fweets of it, now 
that you are of an age much more proper for 
tailing the beauties of nature." 

■ The fon of Cofcolina had ho great difficulty 
in nialiingme change my opinion. " Friend, 
(iaid J,) thou haft prevailed over the Domini- 
can. I fee it will be better for me to return to 
my 
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my caftic j and fix my rcfolution accordingly: 
we will repair to Lirias, as foon as I ihall be 
in a condition to travel ;" and this happentd 
very foon ; for the fever having left me in a 
iittie time, I found myfelf ftrong cndugh to 
put my defign in execution. Scipio and I 
went firft ro Madrid, the fight af which city 
no longer gave me that pleafure which I had 
formerly felt j as I knew that almoft all its in- 
habitants abhorred the memory of a minifter, 
of whom I preferved the moft tender remem- 
brance, I could not behold it with a favourable 
eye: and therefore ft'aid in it only five or fix 
days, which Scipio employed in making pre- 
paradons.for our departure for Lirias. .While 
he was bufy about our e<fjipage, I went to Ca- 

rjris, who gave me my legacy in doubloons, 
likewife vifited the receivers of the comman* 
dcries on whom I had penfions, took mea- 
fures with them for the payment; and, in a 
word, put all my affairs in order. 

On the evening before our departure, I 
afked the fon of Cofcolinai if he had taken 
his leave of Don Henry. " Yes (anfwercd 
he), we this morning parted good friends: 
he affurcd me that he was forty for my leav.* 
ing him; but if he was fatisfied with me, I 
was not fo with him : it is not enough, that 
the valet plcafts the mafter, the mailer ought, 
at the fame dme, to pleafe the valet ; other- 
wife they are very ill met. Befides (added 
he) Don Henry makes but a pitiful figure ac 
court, where he is funk' into the lowtS con- 
tempt. He is even pointed at in the ftreets. 
Vol. IV. N and 
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and every body calls him the fon of the Ge- 
noefe. So you may guefs, whether or not it is 
agreeable to a lad of honour to ferve a man 
in fuch dlfgrace." 

At length, we fet ogt from Madrid early 
one morning, and took the road to Cuen^a, in 
the following order and equipage : my cpnfi- 
dent and' I 'mounted in a chaife and p'aiF, 
"conduced by a poftilion : three moylcs loaded 
with our baggage and money, and led by two 
grooms, followed clofe after j and two lufty 
lacqueys, chofeii by ScipiQ, mounted on mules, 
and armed to the teeth, brought up the rear ; 
the grooms wore fabres. and the poftilion had 
two good piftols at his faddle-bow. As we 
were in all_ fcven men, fix of whom were very 
refolute, I travelled merrily, without any ap- 
prehenfion of lofing my legacy. Our moyles 
proudly founding tlieir bells, in all the villages 
through which we pafled, the peafants ran to 
their doors to fee the march of our equipage, 
which they imagined belonged to fome grandee 
going to take poiTcffion of a vice-royalty. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Gil Bias returns to bis cafile, where he is ever- 
joyed to find Serapbina, his god-daugbter, mar- 
riageable : and falls in love with another lady. 

t Spent fifteen days on the, road to Lirias, 
1. being under no neceflity of travelling faft : 
■all that I defired' was to arrive at it fafely; 
and my wifli was accomplilBed. The fight of 
my caftic at firft infpired me with fome melan- 
choly 
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choly thoughts, in recalling -the memory of 
Antoniai but I foon banilhed them, by enter- 
laining my fancy with mote pleafant ideas :' 
and this I could more eafily do, as twenty 
■"years, which were eUpfed fince her death, had 
a good deal weakened the force of my forrow. 
As foon as I entered the caftle, Beatrice and 
her daughter came with great cagerneft to fa- 
lute me : then the father, mother, , ahd child 
hugged one another with tranlports of joy,' 
which charmed me. 

After their mutual embraces I looked at 
my god -daughter attentively, faying: " Can 
this be that Seraphina whom I left in the cra- 
dle, when I departed from Lirias ! I am over- 
joyed to fre her again, Ibtall and fo handfome, 
we muft have her fettled for life." " How ! 
my dear god-fathcr (cried Ibc, reddening at 
my lafl: -words), you have fcen me but for a 
moment, and you already talk of getting rid 
of me!" " No, my child (anfwered I), we 
don't intend to lofe you by tmart'iage : we muft 
have a hufband that will enjoy you, without 
robbing your parents of your company, and 
in a manner live with us altogether." 

" Such an one offers at prefent (faid Bea- 
trice :) a genrieman of this counOy, having 
fcen Seraphina one day at mafs, in the village- 
chapel, fell in love with her. He has been to 
vifit me, declared his paffion, and alked my ■ 
confent." " If you had It (faid I to him), 
you would be never the nearer ; Seraphina de- 
pends upon her father and god-Father, who 
alone can dilpofe of her. AU that I can do 
' N a for 
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for you, is to inform them hy a letter of your 
demand, which I own does honour to my 
daughter.' Really, gentlemen (added fhe), I 
was going to write about it immediately : but 
now that you are returned, you ihall do in ic 
what you think proper." 

" Bur, (faid Scipir,) what chara6ter has 
this Hidalgo*.^ is he like moft of your finall 
gentry, proud of his nobtiicy, and infbtent to 
plebeians i" '• Not at all (replied Bleacrice) ; 
he is a fweet tempered young man, extremely 
polite, has a good niien, and is not yet full 
thirty." You draw an agreeable picture of 
that cavalier (faid I to Beatrice): pray, what 
is his name i"' " Don Juan de Juiella (an- 
fwcred Scipio's wife); he has but lately I'uc- 
ceeded to his father, and lives in a Caftle about 
a league from henc^e with a younger Cfter, who 
b under his care." " I have formerly (faid I) 
heard of tlua gentleman's family, which is one 
of the molt noole in ttbe kingdom of V^ncia." 
" I efteem his oobilicy (cried Sc^Ho) lels than 
t^e qualities of his heart and undetftanding ; 
and this Don Juan will fuit us very well pro-. 
vided he be a man of honour," " He has the 
reputation of one (faid Seraphina, joi^ingin 
^e convedacion) : the inhabitants of Lirias, 
who know him, give him the b>eft of charac- 
ters." At thefe words of my god-daughter, 
I fmilcd to her father; who having likewife 
obferved them, concluded that his daughter 
was not di^leafed at her gallant. 

• Hidttgit Uteiilly die fon of Ibnubidy, ii an ^peUalion 
^vtu ts>«auBtr;r(«Mltnuiia Sptia. 

This 
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, This cavalier fqoti got notice of our arrival 
at Lirias ; and two days afccr, appeared at 
our caflle. He faluted us gracefully : and, 
far from contradicting by his prefcifte what 
Beatrice had faid to his advantage, his beha- 
viour made us conceive a high opinion of his 
merit. He told us, diat as our. neighbour, be 
had come to congratulate us upoo our happy 
return i and we received him with all the 
courtcly in our power ; but this vifit, which 
was made out,oi pure civility, pailed in mu- 
tual compliments ; and Don Juan, without 
having mentioned a fyllable of hts paflion for 
Seraphina, retired, only defiring our permif- 
, fion to proBt by a neighbourhood, which he 
forelaw would be very agreeable to him. When 
he was gone, Beatrice alking our opinions of 
the gentleman, we anfwered, that he had prc- 
potTelTed us in his ^vourj and that, in sdi 
appearance fortune could not offer a better 
match for Seraphina. . . 

The very next day I went out after dinner, 
with Cofcolina's fon, to return the vifit which 
we owed to Don Juan. We took the road to 
his caftle, conducted by a guide, who (when 
we had ^alked about three quarters of an 
hour,)^aid, *' There is the caftle of Don Juan 
de Jutella." In vain did we caft our eyes all 
around the country; it was a long time before 
we perceived it; nay, we did not difcover it 
till we arrived at the gate j for it was fituated 
at the foot of a mountain, in the middle of a 
wood, whofe lofty trees concealed it from the 
N 3 view, 

,; ,,,.c.,.,gic 
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Tiew. The houfe denoted the nobility more 
rfian the opulence of its matter j however, 
when we entered, we found the crazinefs of 
the building comp^nfated by the richnels of 
^ furniture. 

Don Juan recrivcd us in a verjr handlbme 
hall, where he introduced us to a lady whom 
ke called his filler Dorothea, and who feemed 
to be about the age of nineteen or twenty. 
She was fijll dreffcd, becauft having expefted 
our vifit, flie was " (^efirous of appearing as 
amiable as fiie couM; and offeri/ig herfelf te 
my view, in -all her charms, flie made the 
lame itipreflion that Antonia had made upon 
my heart j that is> I was difconceited : but 
concealed my diforder fo weW, that Scipio 
himfelf did not obferve it. Our converfation, 
like that of the preceding day, rurned upon 
- the mutual pleafure we fhould enjoy, in vmt- 
mg one another and living together in good 
neighbourhood. He did not, as yet, ^ak 
to us of Seraphina, and we gave him no en- 
couragement to declare his pallion, relblving 
that it Ihould firft come from himfelf. Duririg 
the converfarion, I frequently eyed Dorothcaj 
though I affe<5ted to look at her as little as 
poffiblc; and every time our eyes met, flie 
darted frefli arrows into my foul. I muft lay, 
however, for the fake of truth, that this be- 
loved objeift was not a perfeft beauty: for, 
though her flcin was of a dazzling whitenefs, 
and her lips of the complexion of the rofc, 
her nofe was f bmewhat too bing, and hn* eyes 
6 too 
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too little. Neverthelefs the whole togttlier 
quite enchanted me. 

In Ihort, 1 did not leave the caftle oC Ju- 
telta as I had enKred it; and on my return to 
Lirias, my mind wis fo wholly poflefled by 
Dorothea, that I faw nothing but her, and 
fte was the fole fubjeft of my converfation. 
** How, mailer! (faid Scipio, looking at me 
. with aftOnilhment) you are very full of Don 
Joan's fifter. Hath (he made a conq,ueft of 
your heart?" "Yes, friend, (anfwered 1^) and 
I blutb at my own weaknefs. O heavens! 
muft I, who, fincc Aotonia's death, have be- 
held a thoi^and beauties with indifference^ 
meet with one, at my age, who, in fpl^e of 
aH my endeavours inflames m? with love !^ 
*' Well, Sir, (replied Cofcofina's fon,) you 
ought' to rejoice, inftead of complaining, at 
the adventure : there is nothing ridiculous in 
a man of your age being in love; and time 
hath not as yet fo furrowed your brow, as txi 
deprive you of the hope of pleafing. Take 
my advice, and when next you fee Don Juan, 
boldly demand his fifter in marriage ; he can- 
not refiife her to fuch a perfon as you ; and 
befides, if it is abfolutely BecelTary that Do- 
rothea's hufband Ihould be a. gentleman, are 
not you one f You have letters of nobility, 
and thai is enough for your pofterity, when 
time ftiall have fhrouded thefe letters with that 
thick Veil which covers the origin of all great 
families : after four or five generations, ,the 
race o[ Santiilane will be moft illuftrfous." ' 
' CHAP. 



a7a ADVENTURES OF 

CHAP, the laft. 

^ Jouhk marriage celebrated at Liriaj, which 
concludes the htftory $f Gil Bias de SantUlane. 

SCIPIO) by this difcourie, encouraged me 
to declare myfelf the lover of Dorothea, 
without confidering that he expofed me to the 
rifk of a refiifal : 1 could not, however, de- 
termine upon it without trembling j for, al- 
though I looked younger than I was, and 
could have funk ten good years atleaft of my 
age, I could not help linking I had good 
reafon to doubt of my pleafing a young beauty. 
I refolved, neverthelefs, to rilk the demand, 
as foon as I fliould fee her brother, who, 
for his part, being uncertain of obtaining my 
god-daughter, was not without abundance of 
anxiety. 

He returned to my houfc next morning, 
juft as I had done drelTing; and faid, " Sig- 
nior de Santillane, I am come to-day, to talk 
■with you about a ferious affair." I carried him 
into my clofet, where, coming to the point at 
once, " I believe (continued he) that you are 
not ignorant of my errand. I love Seraphinaj 
and as you can fway her father to any thijig, 
pray reader him favourable to me; procure 
for rne the objcd of my pafiion, and let mc 
owe the happinefs of my life to you." "Sig- 
nior Don Juan, (anfwered I,) lince you come 
to the bufinefs at once, give me leave to fol- 
few jour examplci and, after having pro*- 
aiifed 
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mifed you ' my good offices with the father of 
my god-daughter, to demand your intereft 
with your fifter, in my behalf." * 

At thefe lafl: words, Don Juan exprefled an 
agreeable furprize, from which I drew a h~ 
vourablc omen. , " Is it poflible (cried he,) 
ihat Dorothea made a conqueft of your heart 
yefterday?" *' I am quite charmed with her ! 
(faid 1) and will think myfelf the happieft of 
mankind, if my demand is agreeable to you 
both." " Of that you may be affured, (he 
replied; noble as we are, we will not difdaia 
your alliance." " I am very glad (anfwered 
I,) that you make' no difficulty in receiving »■ 
plebeian for your brother-in-law: I eftecm you 
the more on that accouHCj ar.d in fa doing, 
you {hew your good underftanding : but were 
you even io vain as to refufe your lifter's hand 
to any body but a gentleman, know, that I 
could farisfy yorir pride; I have laboured 
twenty years under the mioifter ; and the king, 
to recompenfe the fervices which I have done 
the State, has gratified me with letters of no- 
bility, which you /hall fee." So laying, I 
took my patent out of the drawer where it lay 
concealed, and prefented it to the gentleman, 
^o read it attentively, from beginning to end' 
with vaft.fatisfailion. "This is excellent! 
(Sud he, reftoring the papers ;) Dorothea is 
your's." •• And you (cried 1) may depend 
upon Seraphina." 

Thefe two marriages being thus refolvcd 

upon, all ihac remained, was to know if the 

brides 

, .C.HvsIc 
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brides would confent with a goodgrace, for 
Don J.uan and I, being equally delicate, did 
.not intend to force their inclinations. . That 
gentletnan returned therefore, to Tiis caftle 
of Jutella, to propole me to his fiftcr; and I 
aOcniblect Scipio, Beatrice, and their daugh- 
ter, to communicate the convcrfation I had 
with that cavalier. Beatrice was for accept- 
ing him without hefitation ; and Seraphina, 
by her filcnce, fticwed that Ihe was of her 
methcr's opinion. As to the father, he was 
not indeed averfe to the match, but expreffcd 
Ibme uneafinels about the dowry, which, he 
faid, mull be given to the gentleman, whofe 
caftle had fuch prcfling need of repairs. I 
ftoppcd Scipto's mouth, telling him, that afiair 
concerned me, and that ] would make a pre- 
fent to icy god daughter of four thouland 
piftolesforiier portion. 

Don Juan returning that very evening, ■ 
" Your affairs (faid I to him) fuccccd to a 
miracle : I wi(h mine may be in no worfe con- 
dition." They are aifo on an excellent foot- 
ing (he replied ;) I had no occafion to employ 
authority to obtain Dorothea's confent : your 
perfon is to her liking, and (he is pleafed with 
your behaviour. You was apprehenfive of 
your being difagreeable to her; and Ihe is 
more juftly afraid, that having nothing but 
her heart and hand to offer" — '* What more 
would I have ! (cried I, in a tranfportof joy :) 
fince the charming Dorothea has no reluftance 
to unite tier fate with mine, I afk no more : I 
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am rich enough to marry her without a port'ion, 
and the pofleflion of her alone will crown my 
wilhes !" 

Don Juan and I, very well pleafcd with 
having brought matters happily fo far, refolved 
to haften biir nuptials, by fupprcfling all 
fuperfluous ceremonies. I brought this gen- 
tleman and Seraphina's parents together; and 
after they had agreed upon the conditions of 
the marriage, he took his leave, promifmg t6- 
return next day with Dorothea. The defire I 
had of appearing agreeable to that lady, made 
me employ three good, hours, at leaft, in ad- 
jufting and adonizing myfelfj and yet, for 
all that, I could not make myfelf pleated with 
my own perfon. It is only a plcafure for a 
young man to prepare himfelf for vifiting his 
miftrefs : but to oric who begins to grow old, 
it is quite a fatigue. However, I was more- 
happy than I deferved to be. 

When next I faw Don Juan's lifter, fhe re- 
garded me with fuch a favourable eye, that I 
imagined myfelfftill good for fomeihing. t 
had a long converfation with hcrj was flharmcd 
with her difpofition; and concluded, that,' 
with delicate behaviour, and a great deal of' 
complaifance, I Ihould become a beloved 
fpoufe. Elevated with this agreeable hope, I ' 
fcnt to Valencia for two. notaries, who drew 
up the contract of marriage ; then we had re- 
cQurfe to the curate of Paterna, who came to 
Lirias, and married Don Juan and me to our 
miftreflt's. 

Thus, 
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Thus, for a fecond time, did I ligbt the 
torch of Hymen, and had no caufc to repent 
my conduit. Dorothea, like a virtuous wife, 
made a pleafure of her duty; and, Icnfibte of 
my care to anticipate her defires, foon attached 
herfelf to me, as mudi as if 1 had been a 
young man. On the other hand, Don Juan 
and niy god-daughter were inflamed with mu- 
tual ardour; and, what is very Ongiitar, the 
two fifters-in-law conceived the nioft pafiionatc 
and finccre fnendlhip for one another. As for 
my part, I found fo many good qualities in 
my brother-in-law, that 1 felt a real affcdion 
^r him ; and he did not repay it with ingra- 
titude. In fliort, the union that reigned among 
us was fuch, that in the evening, when we 
parted, only till next day, that feparation was 
not performed without pain; fo that, of the 
, #wo families, we refolved to make one, which 
fliould live fomctimes at the caftle of Lirias, 
and fomctimes at that of Jutella, which, for 
this purpofe, received great reparations, by 
the help of his Excellency's piftoles. 

I,Jiavc,for three years, gentle reader, led a 
delicious life with people whom I lave fo 
much; and to crown my felicity, heaven has 
bkflcd me with two children, whom I piouOy 
believe to be my own, and whofe education 
Ihail be the amufement of my old age. 



The End of the Twelfth and laft Book. 
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